Research and Referencing

The group project/essay will involve research. Here are a few pointers on research and citing research in your essay. 


Research sources 

1. The best sources are books, journals, and reports (by government or international agencies).  

2. Use the online journals (or hard copies if we have it). If you have difficulty, ask the librarian. You can use the web (Google etc.) to find journal articles.  In many cases you need to pay to access them.  So by going through the university’s online system, you can download them for free. 

3. Be careful about relying too much on websites. The quality of information on websites varies a great deal. You can use Wikipedia to get ideas but as a general rule you should not reference it and instead should follow up with quality sources. 

4. Blogs from known and respected experts can be used but others (from not well-known experts or not based at a reputable institution) should not be used as they are normally not peer-revised and can contain false information.

5. Working papers from respected institutions and university economics departments are a good source of information. Working papers by the NBER (National Bureau of Economic Research in the U.S.) are a very good source. 

Referencing

6. You need to properly reference the sources you use.  It is best to use the in-text referencing style.  This involves putting the last name(s) of the author(s) and the year of publication in parenthesis. An example is: (Smith and Jones, 2012). 

7. The full reference then goes in a list of sources or references at the end of the essay.  The full reference should have the information the reader needs to locate the source.  It should contain, author, year, title of paper or chapter, page numbers and the title of the book or journal. In the list of references, do not number each source, just put them in alphabetical order of the author’s last name.   

8. Pick up a journal article or a book chapter (such as those we read for class) and you will see how this is done.  

9. If you copy something word-for-word, it must be in quotation marks and followed by the reference.  If you copy and don’t put in quotation marks with a reference, this constitutes plagiarism and can result in a zero grade. If you cite data or take ideas and put them in your own words, you must provide a reference.  Failure to do so also constitutes plagiarism.  

10. All tables, graphs and diagrams must be referenced. If you create a diagram yourself, cite as: Source: authors.

11. If you have any questions, ask me or send an email. 


P. Vandenberg
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