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Water supply and gender
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In most societies, women have 
responsibility for managing 

• Household water supply: 
drinking, cooking

• Sanitation: personal 
hygiene, washing, 
cleaning, waste disposal 

• Health: care of the sick

However often times society 
overlooks the role of women



Water supply and gender
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Women have knowledge on 

• Water resources
• Location
• Quality
• Storage methods
• Efforts towards improving  

water management
• Access to safe drinking 

water and adequate 
sanitation



Efforts to address water supply needs
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• Reduced time, health, and care-
giving burdens from improved 
water services give women 
more time for productive 
activities, adult education, 
empowerment activities, and 
leisure

• Convenient access to water and 
sanitation facilities increase 
privacy and reduce risk to 
women of sexual harassment 
while gathering water



Unequal gender benefits in health
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• Men and women do not 
benefit equally in terms 
of health

• Poor women and girls are 
least likely to have access 
to appropriate care or to 
seek adequate 
treatment.



Health practices in many countries
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• Women are responsible 
for providing health care 
for their families

• Most women are reluctant 
to receive health services 

• Unless health-care 
providers are female, 
accessible, and culturally 
sympathetic, available or 
obtain information to 
improve their health



Health and gender
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• Availability and quality of 
health care is ineffective 
because public health 
systems are poor 

• There should be a strong 
focus on women to ensure  
effective woman-to-
woman services for 
maternal and child health. 



Agriculture and gender
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• Gender plays a vital role 
from the farm to market 
particularly in their role as 
agriculture producers and in 
ensuring food and 
nutritional security 

• Relative to men, women
have less access to 
productive assets such as 
land and financial and 
extension services



Agriculture and gender
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• Women tend to lack 
political voice

• Gender inequalities 
result in less food being 
grown, less income 
earned, and higher 
levels of poverty and 
food insecurity



Education and gender
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• There exist multiple barriers to 
education for girls and women; 
these include distance to school,  
cultural norms and 
practices, school-related gender-
based violence and early or 
forced marriage 

• Keeping girls in school and 
ensuring they can learn in a safe 
and supportive environment leads 
to many benefits for girls 
themselves, their families, their 
communities and societies



Education and gender
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In 1990, 86 girls were enrolled in 
primary school for every 100 boys, 
compared with 67 girls in1960

The female labor force rate has grown 
at twice the rate of the male labor 
force; today 30% of women over 15 
years are in the formal labor force in 
developing countries



Education and gender
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While progress has been made, 
there is still room for 
improvement

More young girls and women are 
attending primary and secondary 
school, but less than half are 
going on to attend college

Women are also still fighting to 
be fully represented in the job 
market



Violence against women
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• Gender-based violence is 
on the rise; domestic 
violence is not discussed 
publicly and are rarely 
reported

• Poor women are more 
vulnerable to violence; 
lack of awareness of rights 
and lack of power 
increase women’s 
vulnerability to 
exploitation and abuse



CASES: SOME OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS
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Information technology
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Health
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Disaster preparedness and climate change
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Education
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POLICIES FOR GENDER INCLUSIVENESS
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Increase women’s economic empowerment
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• Improve women’s access to 
job skills

• Increase women’s financial 
inclusion  

• Support women’s 
entrepreneurship 

• Improve women’s access to 
infrastructure and services



Enhance gender equality in human development 
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• Improve women’s and girls’ 
participation in non-
traditional education and 
training increased

• Improve quality and access 
to women’s and girls’ health 
services 

• Strengthen protection from 
gender-based violence



Enhance gender equality in decision-making
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• Women’s leadership capacity 

improved Regulatory, legal, 

and institutional 

environment for gender 

equality improved

• Provision of climate and 

disaster-resilient 

infrastructure for women 

and girls improved



Strengthen women’s resilience
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• Strengthen women’s resilience to 

external shocks

• Financial protection systems for 

women strengthened 

• Dedicated crisis-responding social 

assistance systems for women and 

girls strengthened



Conclusion
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• Gender has become an important cross-cutting theme in 
development; all sectors of the economy in one way or 
another have issues related to gender

• Addressing these issues will not only ensure gender 
inclusivity, but will also address many development 
concerns and enhance the quality of programs and 
projects

• There is a need to go beyond ensuring inclusiveness and 
equality of opportunities, particularly at management 
and decision-making levels  
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