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A piece of art can tell us a lot more than we expected.  It has meaning, emotion, 

or even a story behind it.  Understanding some hidden message of these arts, can 

fulfill or explain what’s missing in the history.  Each pieces of art has an artist behind 

it.  And among all the artists, there is the great one, the one whose art is most accepted 

by the world.  Some of these artworks could worth like million dollars.  However, not 

all artists became rich or had a good life for their artwork, Vincent Van Gogh was one 

of the unlucky kinds.  During his life his paintings were not valuable; it was only after 

his death that his paintings became priceless.
1
  His most important contribution to 

mankind was his style of art, but people during his lifetime did not understand or 

support him at all.  Vincent Van Gogh was an unfortunate genius painter. 

Vincent Van Gogh’s life began in Holland in the year of 1853.  He loved art 

since he was a child, that’s why he became a painter since his early life.  But before 

that, he was a clerk, art salesman, and preacher
2
. He actually started his career as a 

painter at the age of 23.  He tried to sell his painting, but that did not work quite well.
3
  

The colors he used in his work actually reflect his life.  When he was depressed or 

disappointed, the tone of color tended to be darker than usual.  But after he had gone 

to Paris and met some other artists like Edgar Degas, Paul Signac, and Paul Gauguin, 
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he changed his tone of color.  His paintings in Paris most likely have lighter tone of 

color; this style of art is called Post Impressionism.
4
  His brother, Theo, helped him a 

lot, since he did not make much money from selling his painting.
5
  His painting did 

not get any attention from people at that time.  Later Vincent Van Gogh moved to 

Provence because of lower cost of living and wanted to get away from all those 

criticism people made about his artworks.  His life there was tough.  Later he found 

out he had some mental illness. He got some treatment from Dr. Paul Gachet in 

Auvers-sur-Oise, where he painted “Portrait of Dr. Gachet”
6
. His life now came to the 

saddest part, which result in shot himself with a gun.  And that ends the life of this 

great artist at the age of 37.  Obviously, he spent all of his life dedicated to art, but 

people did not understand.  The result is the harsh, tough and terrible lifetime of this 

great artist.     

One of his famous paintings is now worth $82.5 million, which is “Portrait of 

Dr. Gachet”.
7
  Even though his painting became so valuable today, but surprisingly 

“Portrait of Dr. Gachet” was first sold for only 300 francs.
8
  During his lifetime he did 

not really make much money from selling his painting, but the painting became 

famous after his death.  During Vincent Van Gogh’s lifetime, people were used to the 

kind of art that pursue the perfection of the reality.  People usually have a self-portrait 

painting that is very alike to the owner, hang up in their home in order to show the 
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financial status.  This kind of art was very popular at that time.  On the other hand 

Vincent Van Gogh’s style of art, Post Impressionism, is totally different from that
9
, 

which is why it did not really get the attention from people at that time.  It is not even 

close to what people like.  People at that time probably were narrow-minded too, they 

do not want to accept or understand new style of art.  Only after his death, people 

understand the art of Post Impressionism; they now understand the beauty of it.  

That’s probably not the only reason how the painting became so valuable.  The death 

of Vincent Van Gogh also affects the value of the painting.  Since Vincent Van Gogh 

is death, there would be no more new painting painted by Vincent Van Gogh.  This 

means his painting became limited edition.  So that’s why his paintings became 

priceless.    

Expressionism is a new type of painting influenced by Vincent Van Gogh in late 

19th – Early 20th century.  This is accepted as a big impact to the whole world of 

modern art.  He is also one of the best in modern art.
10
  Before, artists were so busy 

trying to paint as close as possible to the reality.  This new type of painting does not 

pursue the perfection of the reality of the object, but tend to show a person’s 

perspective, or how a person perceives that object.  That’s why objects in this type of 

painting are usually distorted, swirling, and swaying.
11
 We can see that “Starry 

Night”, Vincent Van Gogh’s most famous example of Expressionism, the color in this 

painting has an intense feeling. The sky is swirling in the middle of the painting.  

Houses and mountain do not look like how they looked like in reality, but we all still 
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recognized them.  With this type of painting combined with brushstroke from Vincent 

Van Gogh, which is very beautiful itself, together then we have this masterpiece of 

artwork.       

Not only the style of art that he contributed to the world.  His life has become 

the inspiration for other artists as well.  His dedication to art is far beyond than what 

we could imagine.  Spending a whole life to present something people refused, is 

what makes him different.  His lifetime artwork taught other artists to be unique and 

self-confident.   This is what other artist learned from Vincent Van Gogh, but that’s 

not it.  His style of art had made an impact to the new generations.  It fulfilled the 

subject of art, by giving more variety in style of art.  People can studied his style of art 

and adapt or come up with something.  Without Vincent Van Gogh, art today might 

not be as rich as it is today.         

  We can see that Vincent Van Gogh had many contributions to mankind.  

Without Vincent Van Gogh, we would probably still have the old style of art, 

perfection of the reality, no different in art.  Vincent Van Gogh’s expressionism was 

like a revolution to the modern art, just like an iPhone being the revolution of all 

phone.  With all these revolution and changes, it is leading us closer to the definition 

of perfection. Vincent Van Gogh definitely deserved a better life than what he had.  

Everyone should be thankful for what he contributed to the world.    

 

 

 

 

 

 


