Public Expenditure of France

 General government expenditure or General public service is the general services that provided by the government in each country. According to the Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG) from Eurostat, it classifies the general public service in 10 sections which are General public services, Defense, Public order and safety, Economic affairs, Environmental protection, Housing and community amenities, Health, Recreation and culture and religion, Education and the last one is social protection.  In the charts below, they show the data in form of pie chart of public spending on each sector in percentage of GDP and percentage in total expenditure at the latest year provided, 2013.
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As the ratio to GDP in 2013, the government expenditure in France was almost 57.1% of GDP which contain of 5.5% for education expenditure. The highest spending ratio of France was social protection which was 24.5 % of GDP and the lowest sector was environmental protection, it was only 1% of GDP in that year.
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As the ratio to total government expenditure, the largest spending was on social protection which almost 42.9% of total spending. The smallest spending was on environmental protection which almost 1.8% of total government spending. And in education sector, the French government spent for 9.6% of total government spending on every level of education for society.
As you can see above in both charts, they are quite similarly distribution in each component, either in the percentage of GDP or percentage of total government expenditure at the year of 2013 can explain the amount of government expenditure well. Therefore, it is more convenience if we choose only one methodology for analysis. In this case I will choose the overview picture of public spending as percentage of total government expenditure.
From the data available, it can be shown in pie charts from the last 5 years of the structure of France government public spending. We can compare the structure of its spending since 2009 to 2013 by the charts below.
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Public spending as percentage of total government expenditure since 2009 to 2013
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Source: Eurostat Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG), December 2015
From the pie charts of the last 5 years above, they can show the similar thing that the structure of government expenditure on public services has not changed much. France government has been maintaining its spending as the same amount in every year.
They spent for public services in the largest amount from social protection, health, general public service, education, economic affairs, defense, public order and safety, recreation and culture and religion, housing and environmental as the smallest one, respectively.
 French government gives the huge spending on social protection; it is the highest amount of its spending for last five years. It was 41.7% of total government expenditure in 2009, 41.9% in 2010, 42.4% and 42.5% in 2011 and 2012 respectively. And at the latest year, France spent for 42.9% of total government expenditure on social protection sector. In France, the social welfare system accounted for more than 500 billion euro annually.
For the education sector, public expenditure in education includes all of the process of schooling system. It involve with spending on educational institutions, education administration, transfers and subsidies for private groups. Education sector has been ranked in the fourth of government expenditures follow the general public service. It was spent for 10% of total government expenditure in 2009 and 2010. And 9.8% in 2011, 9.7% in 2012 and for 9.6% of total government expenditure in 2013 and at this year French government spent on education sector for 5.5% of GDP as well.
The next step, we will see and analyze the trend of its spending on education. The figures below show the time series of French government expenditure on education and its spending as percentage of GDP over the past 10 years of development.
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Figure1 : The expenditure on education as percentage of total government expenditure

[image: image9.png]11
10.8
10.6
10.4
10.2

10

9.8
9.6
9.4
9.2

Expenditure on education as percentage of total government
expenditure

2010 2011 2012 2013





Figure2 : The expenditure on education as percentage of GDP
Source: Eurostat Education statistic, December 2015
[image: image10.png]Education Expenditure of France (current US$)

/S —

160,000,000,000
140,000,000,000
120,000,000,000
100,000,000,000
80,000,000,000
60,000,000,000
40,000,000,000
20,000,000,000

0

/

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

2012

2013

= education expenditure
(current USS)






Figure3:Education Expenditure of France (current US$)
Source: Index Mundi - January 2016
In the figure 1, it shows the expenditure on education as percentage of total government expenditure from 2003 to 2013. Its spending tends to decrease gradually from 10.8% in 2003 to about 9.6% in 2013. From this period of 10 years, the highest value was at the year 2003 and the lowest one is at 2013. However, from the history of France, at the national level the highest value of government expenditure on education was about 10.84% of total government spending in the year 1999. And the lowest value was about 9.02% in 1988.
The figure 2 above shows the expenditure on education as percentage of GDP over the past 10 years from 2003 to 2013. From this measurement, the spending was quite fluctuated. It decreased from 5.7% in 2003 to 5.3% in 2007, in this year it was the lowest point of the graph due the bad economic circumstance of France. And after 2007, its value rebound and tended to increase again. The education expenditure as percentage of GDP reached the highest point about 5.7% in 2009. After that its value deceased again to 5.6% then the graph is stable in the last 3 years, its value was about 5.5% of GDP in 2011 to 2013.
The figure 3 above shows the expenditure on education of France in term of current US dollars over the past 10 years from 2003 to 2013. The graph shows the increasing trend of expenditure. The lowest value was on 2003 at the amount of 101 billion. It reached the highest point on 2008 about 152 billion and tend to decrease at the years after.
As you can see the two figures above, they have one similar thing that the graphs tend to decease gradually due to the economic problem that France had faced with. French government had to cut its public spending in every sector in order to survive when its debt to GDP was high to 95%. In the same time, French government wanted to stimulate and increase the potential of education as well. In that time, France also faced with education problems in every dimension. Government and private sector came to fix this crisis national education system. 

The information available tells us that in the past 15 years, many of French people had not completed secondary school and struggle with basic knowledge of reading, writing and math. The gap between well-performance people and the poor ones increased. The gap between French people in that time is one of the biggest gaps in the world. 
To solve this problem, French government must complete the missions and spend its public expenditure on education in order to do the following methods.
The first important thing is training teachers how to teach. Many teachers in France don’t have ability to manage a classroom with variety ability of children. The teacher lessons don’t contain the knowledge of how to spot and help children with learning difficulties. French teachers only are trained to specialize in subject they are interest in. They are selected by testing the performance of knowledge in the subject they are going to teach. French government must overcome this problem by encouraging teachers the much practical experience before going to teach in real school. Moreover, there is another way to increase equality of education in every schools is that they should send good teachers to worst schools in order to help of increasing potential and ability of children. This method can help to reduce the number of drop-out students also. For example like in Marseille and Lille.
The second one is stop doing the horrible things to children. Most of French children are forced to do only the right things and unforgivable if they’re wrong. In nursery school, their kids learn to follow the order of teachers rather than doing freely activities. Children will be better performance if they are encouraged in the suitable ways.
Next is encouragement of progress and success. Most of French students feel that they are sent to school in order to graduate and complete schooling system. Government must reform and change the culture of studying in France. The students must be encouraged to love studying not only in a school but in real life as well. The productivity of French people will be increased if they can overcome this problem because the high potential people must come from personality internal drive, unlike the external forces as this situation.
The last important thing that French government should spend on its education is developing and improving the curriculum which should be more fun and interesting. Especially for primary schools, the students should have more class of fun and creativity. Moreover, the teachers must receive the feedback of teaching from students as well. Students should have more right to voice their opinion on learning method or class environment.
For conclusion, French government spends for public services in the same distribution on each sector for many years. Education expenditure on the latest year 2013 was accounted for 9.6% of total government public spending and 5.5% of GDP. French government had to cut its spending due to the problem of high ratio of debt per GDP. As the graphs in two figures above show the declining trend of its public spending on education. However, French government still tries to overcome the problem of education system by using its budget on training teachers on knowledge and management skill, improving curriculum and environment of schools and making the encouragement of success on studying to children. French government spends for 145 billion for education sector in 2013 and its value are fluctuated between 152 billion and 4300 billion over the past 40 years.
