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Importance of women’s participation
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• With rapid social and economic 
change, absence of women’s 
participation means that 
potential contribution of half of 
the population is unutilized

• Higher rate of economic growth 
is attributed to women’s 
participation in the economy, 
which include improved 
productivity and reduced health 
and welfare costs



Recognizing women’s role in development
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• Given their important role in 
development, women need 
to  be recognized and their 
status improved

• Therefore improving the 
status of women is 
important not only for 
reasons of equity and social 
justice, but also makes 
economic sense 

• Efforts must also be made to 
improve women’s well-being



Improving women’s education 
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• Better education, health and 
nutrition, improves women’s 
quality of life; and increases 
productivity and economic 
efficiency and growth

• Investing in girls’ education 
benefits society, enhances 
future earning capacity, 
increases labor market 
access and reduces health 
risks associated with 
childbirth 



Improving women’s health access to finance
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• Healthy women means 
healthy children, reduced 
health costs, lowers fertility, 
and infant and maternal 
mortality rates, and 
reduces poverty

• Improving women’s access 
to financial services 
contributes to poverty 
reduction and enables 
women to contribute to 
family income



Preventing discrimination and abuse
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• Discrimination against 
women entails costs not 
only for the individual, but 
also for the overall society

• Therefore it is imperative 
to promote, support, 
enhance, and ensure 
women’s participation and 
equitable share of the 
rewards of development



GENDER MAINSTREAMING
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GENDER REPRESENTATION
ensuring women and men as policy beneficiaries 

and better gender balance in the labor force and in 
the decision making processes



Implementing gender representation
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• Numbers are important

• Also important is how gender 
relates to policy content, and 
better understanding how 
women and men would benefit; 

• A gender responsive policy 
ensures that the needs of all 
citizens, women and men, are 
equally addressed
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GENDER MAINSTREAMING
the integration of gender perspectives into the 

preparation, design, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of policies, regulatory measures and 

spending programs



Purpose of gender mainstreaming
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• Promote equality between 
women and men

• Combat discrimination 

• Address the issue of 
representation of women and 
men in a given policy area

• Avoid the creation or 
reinforcement of inequalities



Analysis and action
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• Gender 
mainstreaming 
implies analyzing the 
existing situation, to 
identify inequalities, 
and develop policies 
to redress these 
inequalities and 
undo the 
mechanisms that 
caused them



Gender mainstreaming cycle
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Capturing benefits of gender inclusiveness

Semester 1 2022 EE361 Economies of CLMV

• To capture the benefits of 
gender inclusiveness, 
development programs 
should include measures to 
expand women’s economic 
opportunities, increase their 
incomes, and promote 
improvements in health and 
education



WOMEN IN DECISIONMAKING AND MANAGEMENT



Information technology
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Health
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Disaster preparedness and climate change
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Education
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Conclusion
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• Promoting and improving the status of women 
is important not only for reasons of equity and 
social justice but also because it makes 
economic sense and is good development 
practice

• To capture the benefits of gender 
inclusiveness, development programs should 
include measures to expand women’s 
economic opportunities; increase their 
incomes and promote improvements in health 
and education



Conclusion
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• Gender mainstreaming is the integration  of 
gender perspectives into the preparation, 
design, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of policies, regulatory measures 
and spending programs

• Gender mainstreaming seeks to avoid the 
creation or reinforcement of inequalities 
which can have adverse effects on both 
women and men
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