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Essay on Lao & Vietnam trip
[bookmark: _GoBack]          In the first day, we visited Thai–Lao PDR border. This is the smallest border I have been to. After that, we went to Savan-Seno Special Economic Zone, the gateway to the Global market. Being the central hub for investment, trade, service in the region. Moreover, SEZA has political-economic stability, strategic location, rich natural resources, generous tax incentives, low-cost production, and free from severe natural disasters that made SEZA attracted investors to invest in. In the afternoon, we also visited the Royal Thai Consulate-General at Savannakhet. The thing that surprised me is Laos has lots of cultures, food, language, or even currency similar to Thailand. I tired beer Laos and Laotian meal which is almost the same as Thai meal. Also, tried some Laos’ casino. Fortunately, not lost any money there. Such a good memory on the first day.
          Next day, we travelled across Laos to Laos-Vietnam border. Seen lots of corruption at the shop for examples, the first guy told me this good worth 250.000 Dong but next guy telling me it’s 350.000 Dong. Anyways, end up buying that for 300.000 Dong. After, we went to Vinh Moc Tunnel. Those tunnels show me how Vietnamese adjusted themselves during the second Indochinese war. The way we have been through before we reached tunnels quite surprised me. Lots of house there made by the good-looking shape that I never seen these kinds of structure anywhere. Also, the view was very insane, lots of animals along with the river and mountains. Back to the tunnels, we went inside and figured out why American soldier can’t kill them. Tunnels were very small, even me and my friends struggling inside there. In the evening, my friends and I went into the sea. Very nice sea in Vietnam.
          On Wednesday, we visited C.P. Vietnam Corporation. Understand how C.P. generates lots of food in a short amount of time. Also, ask the guide why they choose to used manpower to peeling of shrimps rather than using the machine. He said these workers already used to it and works faster than machine!! Man-powers won. Knew more how they dealing with lots of amounts of shrimps, how they freeze, how they packed, how they clean, but I don’t know how they make it delicious because I tried. C.P. also made the food they fed the shrimps themselves. This strategy is great because they could control what they want their shrimps to be. But in the same time, I depressed about the workers here because their life just woke up in the morning, peeling and packing shrimps the whole day, after that they just go back home to get ready to get rest for tomorrow work. Feeling so depressed and surprised at the same time.
          In Thursday, nothing special we just went to the vincom plaza. Quite disappointed about malls in Vietnam. Wednesday at night, I also went to some plaza that smaller than this plaza. Nothing special inside except shabushabu and BBQ restaurant. Also, go for Danang sightseeing this day. In my opinion, Danang is the city that I liked the most on this trip. Have a good challenge, crossing the road. Lots of people there at night. Moreover, lots of Korean shops and lots of Korean people as well. The light of buildings and bridges was so great. Having a great experience with friends, exploring the city with my dudes, having a great time that day.
          For Friday, we went to a temple which is pretty beautiful but so damn hot there. After that, we visited SCG which has a master plan about cement. Fortunately, a person who presented us is the alumni from BE Thammasart as well. So, he told us about some Vietnamese culture and what should we do in Vietnam. Also, the difference in culture between northern and southern Vietnam, for example, tea is like in the north and coffee is like in the south. The cement industry is monopolistic competition in Vietnam. Biggest 3 companies only 25% of the market share. SCG started invested in the central part of Vietnam and will be expanded to the southern part. At night, my friends and I tried the bicycle. We biked from the hotel to the restaurant we searched in google maps. This experience was extremely fun, gained new knowledge such as when we’re biking the bicycle in Vietnam, we need to take right side lane. Crossing the road with traffic light still not safe because the Vietnamese didn’t care about it that much. Therefore, we need to be careful ourselves when crossing the roads.
          Saturday, we travelled to Ba Na hills. After we went in, we need to take the cable car to go up there. This place quite amazed me, the winds is very cold, very good temperature up there, I like it so much. But the sun burnt my skin really bad. This day is the funniest day because we played lots of things there. For example, having a roller coaster with Ajarn Anin also having a good experience there with our old and new friends from UC. I also went to the temple that normally students won’t go there. We just want to explore but almost lost the way we need to go. Other students just sat in the cable car down to the place we just walked down. Feeling so tired we just walked all the way down but we did explore so it’s might be worth. After we finished there, we had the best night in Vietnam. I and my friends just sat at the balcony, talking and discussing about the life and also the good experience we just got the day in Laos and Vietnam. Surprisingly, we just talked and discussed from midnight to 7 o’clock and had breakfast together before we went to bed. What a nice day, night, and also another morning.
          Sunday, the saddest day of this trip. We need to go back to Thailand this trip was so great, very emotional at the airport. Before we went to the airport, we went to the museum. Lots of statues, lots of the creation that refer to the history of Vietnam. The statue I like the most is the dragon. The dragon is the imperial symbol for both Chinese and Vietnamese. This mythical animal is a hybrid form of a dragon and Makara, a sea monster in Indian mythology. I also liked Cham, best known for their stone sculpture. Pottery also played an important role in their culture. After that, we went to the airport. Honestly, the thing that made this trip so much unforgettable was the people that we travelled with. I loved learning culture, economics, and lifestyle of Vietnamese. Moreover, my friends including boys and UC students, these guys are the coolest people I’ve met. Couldn’t forget this trip until the end of my life.
· What surprises/impresses you most during the trip?
· Like I said earlier, people I travelled with gave me lots of good memories, also knowing more about life, talked to the UC students quite opened up my point of view. Without this trip, I’m the homebody guy for sure. Hence, this trip revived or helped me to be a better person and changed lots of my perspective on this world. 
·  How do you see East-West economic route (R9-from Mukdaharn to Laos to Danang) as connectivity in the region? (more potential? problems? or any issues? border crossing?)
· Border crossing is not a problem at all for ASEAN countries. But I’m not sure if foreigners want to cross the border will take more time but I don’t think it’s the problem at all. From this economic route, I saw lots of potential of these countries to grow more. Geographically, having good landscape and river, also lower costs of production in both Laos and Vietnam. Therefore, these countries having lots of potentials to keep growing even further. The language barrier also the problem that’s hard to solve but if the countries are growing constantly. People inside the country will use more English or even ASEAN countries’ languages. 
· How do you see Laos and Vietnam in the next 5-10 years?
· In my opinion, these 2 countries will grow a lot more than these days. Lots of technology keep coming inside the countries. More investors will come to these countries and invested in some industries due to good geographically locations. These countries will catch up to Thailand or even going further than us. 
· Can you imagine yourself working/living in Laos and/or Vietnam? Why/Why not?
· Honestly, I cannot imagine myself working or living in Vietnam or Laos. I do agree that Vietnam has lots of cities that quite interested me to live but I don’t know which industry I could work in because I planned about study more about Chef after I graduated from BE. Maybe in the future, I could do some business in these 2 countries.
· Feedback for the trip 
· As I mentioned earlier, this trip is the best trip of my life. Learnt more about life from other students, hanged out with lots of people, made new friends, taking care about each other, rode the bike at night with friends in Vietnam, played the crazy games at Ba Na hills with friends, etc. lots more. This trip gave me lots of good experience. Firstly, I felt I made the wrong decision that I enrolled in this course but I’m wrong, this course is the best course and prefers to have the field trip for a month at least. Almost at the end of the course, feeling very emotional that our new friends from UC that we just met or known each other, they need to go back home already in the next 2-3 weeks. Lastly, feeling thank you that every Ajarns generated this trip and making this course the best course that gave me lots of experience and lots of memories made. Very appreciated, Thank you a lot.

