CHAPTER 18

   INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL                                                  RELATIONS



I.	THE STATE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

A.	"State" has many meanings

1.	Used to refer to any of the fifty members of American national union

2.	Defined:  a body politic organized for civil rule and government; an independent political unit that can carry on negotiations or make agreements with other such units

3.	About 195  (it can politically complicated; Taiwan?) states in the world


B.	Characteristics of states

1.	Not all completely sovereign

2.	Differ in physical and cultural characteristics


C.	State Characteristics

1.	Characteristics of a state according to the Charter of the Organization of American States

a.	permanent population
b.	a clearly defined territory
c.	a government
d.	sovereignty, including a capacity for international relations







II.	POWER IN THE WORLD COMMUNITY

A.	The nature and sources of national power

1.   	Military power, power over opinion at home and abroad, economic power, and geographic power

2.	Military power is most important

3.	U.S. is a hegemon at beginning of twenty-first century

4.	Military power depends on more than weapons

a.	depends on will to use that power

b.	limited by social and cultural conventions

               		c.	structure of government plays a role
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d.	public opinion plays a lesser role in autocratic systems

            e.	both autocratic and democratic governments are concerned about foreign opinion





B.	Other sources of power
1.	Economic power (industrial might)

2.	Large size and population

3.	Dependable access to adequate supplies of raw materials

4.	Geographic location

5.	Characteristics of the people


C.	Maintaining security

1.	Very powerful country might try to protect itself unilaterally

2.	Collective security such as a world government is another approach  NATO

3.	Balance of power - defined: an equilibrium or adjustment of power that for a period of time no nation is willing to disturb

	MAD  =  Mutually Assured Destruction

	A doctrine of military strategy and national security policy in which a full-scale use of high-yield weapons of mass destruction by two opposing sides would cause the complete annihilation of both the attacker and the defender.  It is based on the theory of deterrence where the threat of using strong weapons against the enemy prevents the enemy's use of those same weapons.

	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letters_of_last_resort


4.	New world order - defined: an international order where countries will follow the action of right (good morality) rather than might (force) in their conduct of external and internal affairs
[bookmark: _GoBack]

5.	Theory of complex interdependence 



III.	FOREIGN POLICIES

A.	Defined: the courses of action a nation uses to achieve its international objectives

1.	Policies may further the interests of some politically powerful pressure group

2.	Generally, are designed to serve national interests



B.	Geography and foreign policy

1.	Policy makers must heed geographic factors

2.	Geopolitics - the planning of the security policy of a country in terms of its geographic factors; relationship between geography and security







Group Discussion Questions


1.  For Gandhi, the concept of civil disobedience was extremely important.  In what ways is it more powerful than guns?  What are its drawbacks, that is, in what types of situations is it not appropriate?

2.  Explain the following quote and relate it to situations today:  “An eye for an eye only makes the whole world blind.”

3.   Gandhi believed that non-violent resistance can act as a mirror to the opponent and awaken their sense of moral shame.  The opponent will then act with justice and both sides will reach agreement.  Do you agree that this true?  What problems do you see with this philosophy?
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