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Week 6 essay:
 Essay 1: CLMVT strategy
Today we had a special guest ,Prewprae CHUMRUM Executive Directorจาก Department of Trade Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce  who gave the lecture about CLMV strategy. The lecture started with general information such as GDP, population , labor of  CLMVT.  These countries have average GDP growth of 5% and prediction in 2020 to be 6-7%. Vietnam has labor force as high as 59% because most of population are in youth age or in working age.  In Laos, most of the investors are Chinese, they invest in infrastructure building  and energy.  In Cambodia, most of investors are Chinese and ASEAN invest in finance.  In Myanmar, most of the investors are from Korea invest in mining and transportation.  In Vietnam, most of investors are from Korea and Japan invest in manufacturing sector. In Thailand, Japanese invests in finance and real estate.  There is also TOYOTA group which invests in Thailand as its supply chain base. Investors require the protection of laws, investment law to assist the investors when there is a problem.  Japan is facing aging society problem because there are too many again people in the country, government has to provide social security and they cannot work.  Japan has to import labor force.  
Now, the business has to adapt itself to e-commerce change because many countries try to push themselves to be econ 4.0 and transform to be digital economy, using e-payment, and use advanced technology such as IOT ,cloud computing, smart sensor  in manufacturing sector.  
e-payment makes rural area people get allowance and increase their quality of life.  Every country has sustainable development goals which need to solve many problems such as poverty , Thailand locates in good position because it surrounded with neighbors who are its customers, Thailand can get trade surplus.  Thailand has 20-year development plan to develop infrastructure and human capital to have competitive advantage. 
What I have learned from this lecture is I realize that what is the development strategy of Thailand and which sector to be developled and how to develop.  This year , Thailand is the Chairman of ASEAN, I trust that Thailand will benefit from this and exchange information and co-operate for better. 
Essay 2: Contemporary Myanmar
Today, we had a special guest, Khun Pinitbhand aribatra, Ph.D. Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University.  Myanmar has a long history.  Myanmar was colonized by Britain and was independent in 1948.  Myanmar is ruled with military system and there is high political  conflict.  There was a mass killing  which led to an election in 2008, the political system was changed from military rule to be democracy. Majority of people in Myanmar are Buddhist. There are a lot of belief, race, languages. Myanmar can be divided into 7 areas based on race.  The main problem in Myanmar is Rohinya, muslim who lives in Myanmar but Myanmar refused to give nationality.  Myanmar is assisted from ADB in pay back its debt to Japan. For labor force, labor cost is cheap but unskilled.  Myanmar has privileged from FTA to export to Europe without tax because it is developing country. The most export of Myanmar is natural gas.
From the lecture, I have more information of Myanmar history, background, politics  from the past to the present. I enjoyed the lecture because it provided me new information in depth and realize that economic of the country depends on the politic, if there is no conflict, the country can develop faster. 



Essay 3: ASEAN integration & China in CLMV 
Today we had a special guest, Pariwat Kanithasen  Head of International Strategy at the Bank of Thailand.  He works on payment .
AEC or  ASEAN Economic Community, it is the co-operation of 10  countries of ASEAN , similar to EU for European countries. It is the integration of product, services, investment, labor , capital.  Products can be imported or exported to ASEAN countries in low tariff or limit quota of the product , not to overflow and affects the domestic manufacturers. The ownership of foreigner in Thailand, law states that 51% of land holders must be Thai and this is different from Singapore where it allows foreigners to own the property. Thai law has restrictions in labor for highly skilled labor such as doctors.  If doctors want to work in Thailand, they have to lass the Thai test before working.  In 1997,   there is an economic crisis because of foreign debt  and real estate price soars leads to speculations.  When the bubbles break, the exchange rate is free flow , makes the debt higher. Therefore loan is important , foreign loan should not be high because of high risk.  The border travel has restriction , there is a check point and immigration, there is also a check for foreign currency to prevent illegal border trade.  Those days, when Myanmar labor worked in Thailand, they would send back money to Myanmar using an agent called poy guan, but now there is e-wallet to act as an agent for speedy transaction and cheaper fee. 
From this lecture, I know than the integration of ASEAN benefit  for all member countries in five sectors.  The mutual co-operation leads to mutual benefits.  Developing countries must see the example from Singapore to develop themselves better.
China had the big change , the great leap forward during1958-1960.  Government focused in economic growth and power. It focused on industrialize like Britain, built industry.  That change created unequalled resource distribution, low quality of production and economic gap.  There was a famine and some people were dead.  GDP fell and it led to cultural revolution during 1996-1976.  Government make equality, no rich, no poor, equal education, some schools were closed and human capital was shortage.  In 1978, there was an economic reformation , government had policy to upgrade education, one child policy.  After the reformation, China had a big growth and compete with USA and that is the reason why USA bans Huawei and create trade war.  China is not a copied country any more, it is an innovative country with 5G , cashless society using QR code instead of cash, e-commerce grows rapidly. China had high economic growth.  The communist country, which everything must be checked, immigration, media, political behavior.  China has high speed train throughout the country, one belt one road combines South East Asia and Europe and invest in CLMV. 
I have learned more about China in history, economic and development, policy to make China compete with USA.  China is strong because it has high technology but shortage of human capital which is still a concern on its economic growth.

Essay 4: Urbanization
Urbanization is to move rural people to city for work, make more revenue.  The farmers change to work in manufacturing because in the city, there is more and better infrastructure, good transportation, mass transit, road, people can access to health, education. People tend to move to the city for better life.  The most  urbanized country is Thailand, 51% of people move to the city for work in Bangkok.  The factor affects the growth of urbanization is law to build infrastructure, build better environment, more revenue and high living standart.  There are more business opportunities, more investment from both foreign and domestic.  The concern is there is an uneven income distribution and leads to economic gap.  The rich are in the city and the poor are in the rural area.  The development must be inclusive development.
From this lecture, I have realize the problem and effect of urbanization.  There are both advantage and disadvantage of urbanization.  The high urbanized country like Singapore, is facing high economic competition and its economic rank is world class, so there is a crowded city with pollution.  Thailand has slump, these people face with high cost of living and high competitive in finding job and this might cause problem to the country.
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