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supervision that seeks ideally to reach %m. most nﬁﬂmnﬁm_.x v.»an_mm.
the most passing phenomenon of ".rm social body: The B_Emn,.%%n
the magistrates and police officers is of the greatest _Bwozmn.navm?n
objects that it embraces are in a sense mnms_:.y mno_u-:_w% perc e
them only by a sufficiently detailed examination (Delamare, u
numbered Preface): the infinitely mBm..= of political power. . .
And, in order to be exercised, this power had to be m:ﬂm: the
instrument of permanent, oxrm:mmﬁw,. omnipresent surveillance,
capable of making all visible, as long as it could itself BBﬂ: ,nﬂ_mw-
ble. It had to be like a faceless gaze that transformed the w OM
social body into a field of perception: thousands of M«mm vm.mnom
everywhere, mobile attentions ever on .arn alert, »._onm. _mmwnn. _NM
network which, according to Le Km:.ﬁ comprised ».o.n wwnm the
forty-eight commissaires, the twenty inspecteurs, then the ‘o anMH m
who were paid regularly, the ‘basses mouches 5 or monﬂ.ﬂ mmonnm_,“ ho
were paid by the day, then the informers, mm& according v”o t omo:
done, and finally the prostitutes. And this unceasing o mmnﬁw i :
had to be accumulated in aseries of reports and registers; ;_:o:m o:m
the eighteenth century, an immense police text increasingly no<2n.w d
society by means of a complex documentary onmﬂs_nmnwo: Aoww o
police registers in the eighteenth century, n.m. C m.m.mm_m:mw ,
unlike the methods of judicial or mmB_Em:.‘m:ﬁ writing, what W.\_mm
registered in this way were forms of _umrm,.:o—.:w w:_z._w_ummm. possibili-
ties, suspicions — a permanent account of 5&:\.&5_% e nSo_Mwos
Now, it should be noted that, m_ﬂrw:m.: this po ice supervi "
was entirely ‘in the hands of the king’, it did not function in u,m_sma
direction. It was in fact a double-entry system: it rwm to n.oa.nmv.o” ,
by manipulating the machinery of justice, to arm. _33&_%@.4\_”@ MM
of the king, but it was also capable of responding to solicita or
from below; the celebrated lestres de cachet, or oanu.q..,bb@nm t o~
king’s private seal, which were long &m m%Bvo_ of arbitrary _n.w.ww_
rule and which brought detention into disrepute on po _v wn
grounds, were in fact demanded by mm::rmm. masters, local :o.Sr Mm“
neighbours, parish priests; and their ?:n:@: was to punis m.%
confinement a whole infra-penality, that of disorder, mm:ﬁ_o:._ _M-
obedience, bad conduct; those things that hw&ocx émzﬁnm ﬁm, exclu M.
from his architecturally perfect city and which he called ‘o oMMnM o
\ non-surveillance’. In short, the eighteenth-century police added a
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disciplinary function to its role as the auxiliary of justice in the
pursuit of criminals and as an instrument for the political supervision
of plots, opposition movements or revolts. It ‘was a complex func-
tion since it linked the absolute power of the monarch to the lowest
levels of power disseminated in society; since, between these differ-
ent, enclosed institutions of discipline (workshops, armies, schools),
it extended an intermediary network, acting where they could not
intervene, disciplining the non-disciplinary spaces; but it filled in
the gaps, linked them together, guaranteed with its armed force an
interstitial discipline and a meta-discipline. ‘By means of a wise
police, the sovereign accustoms the people to order and obedience’
(Vattel, 162).

The organization of the police apparatus in the eighteenth century
sanctioned a generalization of the disciplines that became co-exten-
sive with the state itself. Although it was linked in the most explicit
way with everything in the royal power that exceeded the exercise
of regular justice, it is understandable why the police offered such
slight resistance to the rearrangement of the judicial power; and why
it has not ceased to impose its prerogatives upon it, with ever-
increasing weight, right up to the present day; this is no doubt
because it is the secular arm of the judiciary; but it is also because,
to a far greater degree than the judicial institution, it is identified,
by reason of its extent and mechanisms, with a society of the
disciplinary type. Yet it would be wrong to believe that the dis-
ciplinary functions were confiscated and absorbed once and for all
by a state apparatus.

‘Discipline’ may be identified neither with an institution nor with
an apparatus; it is a type of power, a modality for its exercise, com-
prising a whole set of instruments, techniques, procedures, levels of
application, targets; it is a ‘physics’ or an ‘anatomy’ of power, a
technology. And it may be taken over either by ‘specialized’ institu-
tions (the penitentiaries or ‘houses of correction’ of the nineteenth
century), or by institutions that use it as an essential instrument for a
particular end (schools, hospitals), or by pre-existing authorities
that find in it a means of reinforcing or reorganizing their internal
mechanisms of power (one day we should show how intra-familial
relations, essentially in the parents—children cell, have become ‘disci-
plined’, absorbing since the classical age external schemata, first

21§




Discipline

educational and military, then medical, psychiatric, psychological,
which have made the family the privileged locus of emergence for
the disciplinary question of the normal and the abnormal); or by
apparatuses that have made discipline their principle of internal
functioning (the disciplinarization of the administrative apparatus
from the Napoleonic period), or finally by state apparatuses whose
major, if not exclusive, function is to assure that discipline reigns
over society as a whole (the police).

On the whole, therefore, one can speak of the formation of a
disciplinary society in this movement that stretches from the
enclosed disciplines, a sort of social ‘quarantine’, to an indefinitely
generalizable mechanism of ‘panopticism’. Not because the disci-
plinary modality of power has replaced all the others; but because
it has infiltrated the others, sometimes undermining them, but
serving as an intermediary between them, linking them together,
extending them and above all making it possible to bring the effects
of power to the most minute and distant elements. It assures an
infinitesimal distribution of the power relations.

A few years after Bentham, Julius gave this society its birth
certificate (Julius, 384-6). Speaking of the panoptic principle, he
said that there was much more there than architectural ingenuity:
it was an event in the ‘history of the human mind’. In appearance,
it is merely the solution of a technical problem; but, through it, a
whole type of society emerges. Antiquity had been a civilization of
spectacle. ‘To render accessible to a multitude of men the inspection
of a small number of objécts’: this was the problem to which the
architecture of temples, theatres and circuses responded. With
spectacle, there was a predominance of public life, the intensity of
festivals, sensual proximity. In these rituals in which blood flowed,
society found new vigour and formed for a moment a single great
body. The modern age poses the opposite problem: “To procure
for a small number, or even for a single individual, the instantaneous
view of a great multitude.” In a society in which the principal
elements are no longer the community and public life, but, on the
one hand, private individuals and, on the other, the state, relations
can be regulated only in a form that is the exact reverse of the
spectacle: ‘It was to the modern age, to the ever-growing influence
of the state, to its ever more profound intervention in all the details
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and all the relations of social life, that was reserved the task of
increasing and perfecting its guarantees, by using and directing
towards that great aim the building and distribution of buildings
intended to observe a great multitude of men at the same time.’
Julius saw as a fulfilled historical process that which Bentham had
described as a technical programme. Our society is one not of
spectacle, but of surveillance; under the surface of images, one
invests bodies in depth; behind the great abstraction of exchange,
there continues the meticulous, concrete training of useful forces;
the circuits of communication are the supports of an accumulation
and a centralization of knowledge; the play of signs defines the
anchorages of power; it is not that the beautiful totality of the
individual is amputited, repressed, altered by our social order, it is

rather that the individual is carefully fabricated in it, according to'a

whole technique of forces and bodies. We are much less Greeks than
we believe. We are neither in the amphitheatre, nor on the stage,
but in the panoptic machine, invested by its effects of power, which
we bring to ourselves since we are part of its mechanism. The
importance, in historical mythology, of the Napoleonic character
probably derives from the fact that it is at the point of junction of
the monarchical, ritual exercise of sovereignty and the hierarchical,
permanent exercise of indefinite discipline. He is the individual who
looms over everything with a single gaze which no detail, however
minute, can escape: ‘You may consider that no part of the Empire
is without surveillance, no crime, no offence, no contravention that
remains unpunished, and that the eye of the genius who can en-
lighten all embraces the whole of this vast machine, without, how-
ever, the slightest detail escaping his attention’ (Treilhard, 14). At
the moment of its full blossoming, the disciplinary society still
assumes with the Emperor the old aspect of the power of spectacle.
As a monarch who is at one and the same time a usurper of the
ancient throne and the organizer of the new state, he combined
into a single symbolic, ultimate figure the whole of the long process
by which the pomp of sovereignty, the necessarily spectacular
manifestations of power, were extinguished one by one in the daily
exercise of surveillance, in a panopticism in which the vigilance of
intersecting gazes was soon to render useless both the eagle and
the sun.
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The formation of the disciplinary society is connected with a
number of broad historical processes — economic, juridico-political
and, lastly, scientific — of which it forms part.

1. Generally speaking, it might be said that the disciplines are
techniques for assuring the ordering of human multiplicities. It is
true that there is nothing exceptional or even characteristic in this:
every system of power is presented with the same problem. But the
peculiarity of the disciplines is that they try to define in relation to
the multiplicities a tactics of power that fulfils three criteria: firstly,
1o obtain the exercise of power at the lowest possible cost.(economic-
ally, by the low expenditure it involves; politically, by its %D?
its low exteriorization, its relative invisibility, the little resistance it
arouses); secondly, to bring the effects of this social power to their
maximum intensity and to extend them as far as possible, without
either failure or interval; thirdly, to link this ‘economic’ growth of
power with the output of the apparatuses (educational, military,
industrial or medical) within which it is exercised; in short, to
increase both the docility and the utility of all the elements of the
system. This triple objective of the disciplines corresponds to a
well-known historical conjuncture. One aspect of this conjuncture
was the large demographic thrust of the eighteenth century; an
increase in the floating population (one of the primary objects of
discipline is to fix; it is an anti-nomadic technique); a change of
quantitative scale in the groups to be supervised or manipulated
(from the beginning of the seventeenth century to the eve of the
French Revolution, the school population had been increasing
rapidly, as had no doubt the hospital population; by the end of the
eighteenth century, the peace-time army exceeded 200,000 men).
The other aspect of the conjuncture was the growth in the apparatus
of production, which was becoming more and more extended and
complex; it was also becoming more costly and its profitability had
to be increased. The development of the disciplinary methods
corresponded to these two processes, or rather, no doubt, to the new
need to adjust their correlation. Neither the residual forms of feudal
power nor the structures of the administrative monarchy, nor the
local mechanisms of supervision, nor the unstable, tangled mass
they all formed together could carry out this role: they were
hindered from doing so by the irregular and inadequate extension of
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their network, by their often conflicting functioning, but above all
by the ‘costly’ nature of the power that was exercised in them. It
was costly in several senses: because directly it cost a great deal to
the Treasury; because the system of corrupt offices and farmed-out
taxes weighed indirectly, but very heavily, on the population;
because the resistance it encountered forced it into a cycle of vmnu
petual reinforcement; because it proceeded essentially by levying
(levying on money or products by royal, seigniorial, ecclesiastical
taxation; levying on men or time by corvées of press-ganging, by
locking up or banishing vagabonds). The development of the disci-
plines marks the appearance of elementary techniques belonging to
a quite different economy: mechanisms of power which, instead of
proceeding by deduction, are integrated into the productive effi-
ciency of the apparatuses from within, into the growth of this
efficiency and into the use of what it produces. For the old principle
of ‘levying-violence’, which governed the economy of power, the
disciplines substitute the principle of .E:msnmm-v_.om:nmo:-vnwmn..
These are the techniques that make it possible to adjust the multi-
plicity of men and the multiplication of the apparatuses of produc-
tion (and this means not only ‘production’ in the strict sense, but
also the production of knowledge and skills in the mnroo_“ the
production of health in the hospitals, the production of destructive
force in the army).

In this task of adjustment, discipline had to solve a number of
problems for which the old economy of power was not sufficiently
equipped. It could reduce the inefficiency of mass phenomena:
reduce what, in a multiplicity, makes it much less manageable than
a unity; reduce what is opposed to the use of each of its elements
and of their sum; reduce everything that may counter the advantages
of number. That is why discipline fixes; it arrests or regulates
movements; it clears up confusion; it dissipates compact groupings
of individuals wandering about the country in unpredictable ways;
it establishes calculated distributions. It must also master all ﬁrm
forces that are formed from the very constitution of an organized
multiplicity; it must neutralize the effects of counter-power that
spring from them and which form a resistance to the power that
wishes to dominate it: agitations, revolts, spontaneous organizations
coalitions — anything that may establish horizontal noa::nao:m..

219




. A 3:.\:,\\
Discipline FEUEAETA LA SRAASEE AR /
iscipli e P
e Vi v se e 4

i

Hence the fact that the disciplines use procedures of partitioning
and verticality, that they introduce, between H.ro different elements
at the same level, as solid separations as possible, that they define
compact hierarchical networks, in short, that .%n% oppose to the
intrinsic, adverse force of multiplicity the "oor.:ﬁcm of the continu-
ous, individualizing pyramid. They must also increase the particular
utility of each element of the Bcrmv__m:%, but by means that are %.a
most rapid and the least costly, that is to say, by using the multi-
plicity itself as an instrument of this growth. Hence, in order to
extract from bodies the maximum time and force, the use of &08
overall methods known as time-tables, collective qmm:m:m..nxnnn_mnm,
total and detailed surveillance. Furthermore, the disciplines must
increase the effect of utility proper to the multiplicities, so ﬁr.mﬂ mumr
is made more useful than the simple sum of its elements: it is in
order to increase the utilizable effects of the multiple that the nrm.nT
plines define tactics of distribution, reciprocal u&fﬁ:n:m of bodies,
gestures and rhythms, differentiation of capacities, _.nn_?..on.m_ co-
ordination in relation to apparatuses or tasks. Lastly, the .&wo__ur_”_mm
have to bring into play the power relations, not wvoﬁw but inside
the very texture of the multiplicity, as discreetly as mo.mm_v_ﬁ as €m=
articulated on the other functions of these multiplicities and also in
the least expensive way possible: to this correspond anonymous
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made possible a political take-off in relation to the traditional, ritual, .
costly, violent forms of power, which soon fell into disuse and were
superseded by a subtle, calculated technology of subjection. In fact,

the two processes — the accumulation of men and the accumulation

A =

of capital — cannot be separated; it would not have been possible

8mo?nﬂrmwaov_niwmmrm&.umxﬂcwmmw&mmBmsérro::romaéﬂr
of an apparatus of production capable of both sustaining them and
using them; conversely, the techniques that made the cumulative
multiplicity of men useful accelerated the accumulation of capital.
At a less general level, the technological mutations of the apparatus
of production, the division of labour and the elaboration of the
disciplinary techniques sustained an ensemble of very close relations
(cf. Marx, Capital, vol. 1, chapter XIII and the very interesting
analysis in Guerry and Deleule). Each makes the other possible and
necessary; each provides a model for the other. The disciplinary
pyramid constituted the small cell of power within which the
separation, coordination and supervision of tasks was imposed and
made efficient; and analytical partitioning of time, gestures and
bodily forces constituted an operational schema that could easily be
transferred from the groups to be subjected to the mechanisms of
production; the massive projection of military methods onto indus-
trial organization was an example of this modelling of the division

instruments of power, coextensive with the B—H_Evmn:% n.rmn n.rmw
regiment, such as hierarchical m:nﬁmm:w:nﬂ continuous registration,
perpetual assessment and nmmmmmmnmno:..uﬂ short, to substitute mo—.. a
power that is manifested through the brilliance of those w&o exercise
it, a power that insidiously objectifies those on whom it is applied;
to form a body of knowledge about these individuals, rather ﬁrm.: to
deploy the ostentatious signs of sovereignty. In ».io_i, the m_mn_.-
plines are the ensemble of minute technical inventions that q.dwmn it
possible to increase the useful size of multiplicities by decreasing the
inconveniences of the power which, in order to make them -useful,
must control them. A multiplicity, whether in a ﬁo_.rmr.ov. or a
nation, an army or a school, reaches the threshold of a discipline
when the relation of the one to the other becomes favourable.

-

" If the economic take-off of the West began with the techniques

i

" that made possible the accumulation of capital, it might perhaps be
said that the methods for administering the accumulation of men

of labour following the model laid down by the schemata of power.
But, on the other hand, the technical analysis of the process of
production, its ‘mechanical’ breaking-down, were projected onto
the labour force whose task it was to implement it: the constitution
of those disciplinary machines in which the individual forces that
they bring together are composed into a whole and therefore
increased is the effect of this projection. Let us say that discipline
is the unitary technique by which the body is reduced as a ‘political’
force at the least cost and maximized as a useful force. The growth
of a capitalist economy gave rise to the specific modality of disci-
plinary power, whose general formulas, techniques of submitting
forces and bodies, in short, ‘political anatomy’, could be operated
in the most diverse political régimes, apparatuses or institutions.

2. The panoptic modality of power — at the elementary, tech-
nical, merely physical level at which it is situated - is not under
the immediate dependence or a direct extension of the great
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juridico-political structures of a society; it is nonetheless not
absolutely independent. Historically, the process by which the
bourgeoisie became in the course of the eighteenth century the politi-
cally dominant class was masked by the establishment of an explicit,
coded and formally egalitarian juridical framework, made possible
by the organization of a parliamentary, representative nmmmao..wca
the development and generalization of disciplinary mechanisms
constituted the other, dark side of these processes. The general
juridical form that guaranteed a system of rights that were nm.m:-
tarian in principle was supported by these tiny, everyday, vr%nﬂnw_
mechanisms, by all those systems of micro-power that are essentially
non-egalitarian and asymmetrical that we call the &mn»w::mm.. And
although, in a formal way, the representative régime makes it pos-
sible, directly or indirectly, with or without relays, for the will of
all to form the fundamental authority of sovereignty, the disciplines
provide, at the base, a guarantee of the submission of forces and
bodies. The real, corporal disciplines constituted the foundation of
the formal, juridical liberties. The contract may have been regarded
as the ideal foundation of law and political power; panopticism
constituted the technique, universally widespread, of coercion.
It continued to work in depth on the juridical structures of society,
in order to make the effective mechanisms of power function in
opposition to the formal framework that it had acquired. The
‘Enlightenment’, which discovered the liberties, also invented the
disciplines.

In appearance, the disciplines constitute nothing more than an
infra-law. They seem to extend the general forms defined by law to
the infinitesimal level of individual lives; or they appear as methods
of training that enable individuals to become integrated into these
general demands. They seem to constitute the same type of law on
a different scale, thereby making it more meticulous and more
indulgent. The disciplines should be regarded as a sort of counter-
law. They have the precise role of introducing insuperable asym-
metries and excluding reciprocities. First, because discipline creates
between individuals a ‘private’ link, which is a relation of constraints
entirely different from contractual obligation; the acceptance ....vm.m
discipline may be underwritten by contract; the way in which itis
imposed, the mechanisms it brings into play, the non-reversible
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subordination of one group of people by another, the ‘surplus’
power that is always fixed on the same side, the inequality of posi-
tion of the different ‘partners’ in relation to the common regulation,
all these distinguish the disciplinary link from the contractual link,
and make it possible to distort the contractual link systematically
from the moment it has as its content a mechanism of discipline.
We know, for example, how many real procedures undermine the
legal fiction of the work contract: workshop discipline is not the
least important. Moreover, whereas the juridical systems define
juridical subjects according to universal norms, the disciplines
characterize, classify, specialize; they distribute along a scale,
around a norm, hierarchize individuals in relation to one another
and, if necessary, disqualify and invalidate. In any case, in the space
and during the time in which they exercise their control and bring
into play the asymmetries of their power, they effect a suspension
of the law that is never total, but is never annulled either. Regular
and institutional as it may be, the discipline, in its mechanism, is a
‘counter-law’. And, although the universal juridicism of modern i
society seems to fix limits on the exercise of power, its universally |
widespread panopticism enables it to operate, on the underside of -
the law, a machinery that is both immense and minute, which sup-
ports, reinforces, multiplies the asymmetry of power and under-
mines the limits that are traced around the law. The minute disci-
plines, the panopticisms of every day may well be below the level
of emergence of the great apparatuses and the great political
struggles. But, in the genealogy of modern society, they have been,
with the class domination that traverses it, the political counterpart
of the juridical norms according to which power was redistributed.
Hence, no doubt, the importance that has been given for so long
to the small techniques of discipline, to those apparently insignificant
tricks that it has invented, and even to those ‘sciences’ that give it a
respectable face; hence the fear of abandoning them if one cannot
find any substitute; hence the affirmation that they are at the very
foundation of society, and an element in its equilibrium, whereas
they are a series of mechanisms for unbalancing power relations
definitively and everywhere; hence the persistence in regarding them
as the humble, but concrete form of every morality, whereas they
are a set of physico-political techniques.
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. To return to the problem of legal punishments, the prison with
all the corrective technology at its disposal is to be resituated at the
point where the codified power to punish turns into a disciplinary
power to observe; at the point where the universal punishments of
the law are applied selectively to certain individuals and always the
same ones; at the point where the redefinition of the juridical subject
by the penalty becomes a useful training of the criminal; at the point
where the law is inverted and passes outside itself, and where the
counter-law becomes the effective and institutionalized content of
the juridical forms. What generalizes the power to punish, then, is
not the universal consciousness of the law in each juridical subject;
it is the regular extension, the infinitely minute web of panoptic
techniques.

_~ 3. Taken one by one, most of these techniques have a long

history behind them. But what was new, in the eighteenth century,
was that, by being combined and generalized, they attained a level
at which the formation of knowledge and the increase of power
regularly reinforce one u:o%ma in a circylar process. At this point,
the disciplines crossed the ‘technological’ threshold. First the
hospital, then the school, then, later, the workshop were not sim-
ply ‘reordered’ by the disciplines; they became, thanks to them,
apparatuses such that any mechanism of objectification could be
used in them as an instrument of subjection, and any growth of
power could give rise in them to possible branches of knowledge;
it was this link, proper to the technological systems, that made
possible within the disciplinary element the formation of clinical

\&Bo&nm:o. psychiatry, child psychology, educational psychology,
L*'the rationalization of labour. It is a double ?omeﬂrn:@mma-

i

M mological ‘thaw’ through a refinement of power_relations; a

\ multiplication of the effects of power through the formation

and accumulation of new forms of knowledge. !

The extension of the disciplinary methods is inscribed in a broad
historical process: the development at about the same time of many
other technologies — agronomical, industrial, economic. But it must
be recognized that, compared with the mining industries, the
emerging chemical industries or methods of national accountancy,
compared with the blast furnaces or the steam engine, panopticism
has received little attention. It is regarded as not much more than a
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bizarre little utopia, a perverse dream — rather as though Bentham
had been the Fourier of a police society, and the Phalanstery had
taken on the form of the Panopticon. And yer this represented the
abstract formula of a very real technology, that of individuals.
There were many reasons why it received little praise; the most
obvious is that the discourses to which it gave rise rarely acquired,
except in the academic classifications, the status of sciences; but the
real reason is no doubt that the power that it operates and which it
augments is a direct, physical power that men exercise upon one
another. An inglorious culmination had an origin that could be
only grudgingly acknowledged. But it would be unjust to compare
the disciplinary techniques with such inventions as the steam engine
or Amici’s microscope. They are much less; and yet, in a way, they
are much more. If a historical equivalent or at least a point of
comparison had to be found for them, it would be rather in the
‘inquisitorial’ technique.

The eighteenth century invented the techniques of discipline and .

the examination, rather as the Middle Ages invented the judicial
investigation. But it did so by quite different means. The investiga-
tion procedure, an old fiscal and administrative technique, had
developed above all with the reorganization of the Church and the
increase of the princely states in the twelfth and thirteenth cen-
turies. At this time it permeated to a very large degree the juris-
prudence first of the ecclesiastical courts, then of the lay courts.
The investigation as an authoritarian search for a truth observed
or attested was thus opposed to the old procedures of the oath,
the ordeal, the judicial duel, the judgement of God or even of the
transaction between private individuals. The investigation was the
sovereign power arrogating to itself the right to establish the truth
by a number of regulated techniques. Now, although the investiga-
tion has since then been an integral part of western justice (even up
to our own day), one must not forget either its political origin, its
link with the birth of the states and of monarchical sovereignty, or
its later extension and its role in the formation of knowledge. In
fact, the investigation has been the no doubt crude, but fundamental
element in the constitution of the empirical sciences; it has been the
juridico-political matrix of this experimental knowledge, which, as
we know, was very rapidly released at the end of the Middle Ages.
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It is perhaps true to say that, in Greece, mathematics were born
from techniques of measurement; the sciences of nature, in any case,
were born, to some extent, at the end of the Middle Ages, from the
practices of investigation. The great empirical knowledge that
covered the things of the world and transcribed them into the
ordering of an indefinite discourse that observes, describes and
establishes the ‘facts’ (at a time when the western world was begin-
ning the economic and political conquest of this same world) had
its operating model no doubt in the Inquisition — that immense
invention that our recent mildness has placed in the dark recesses
of our memory. But what this politico-juridical, administrative and
criminal, religious and lay, investigation was to the sciences of
nature, disciplinary analysis has been to the sciences of man. These
sciences, which have so delighted our ‘humanity’ for over a century,
have their technical matrix in the petty, malicious minutiae of the
disciplines and their investigations. These investigations are perhaps
to psychology, psychiatry, pedagogy, criminology, and so many
other strange sciences, what the terrible power of investigation was
to the calm knowledge of the animals, the plants or the earth.
Another power, another knowledge. On the threshold of the classi-
cal age, Bacon, lawyer and statesman, tried to develop a methodology
of investigation for the empirical sciences. What Great Observer
will produce the methodology of examination for the human
sciences? Unless, of course, such a thing is not possible. For,
although it is true that, in becoming a technique for the empirical
sciences, the investigation has detached itself from the inquisitorial
procedure, in which it was historically rooted, the examination has
remained extremely close to the disciplinary power that shaped it.
It has always been and still is an intrinsic element of the disciplines.
Of course it seems to have undergone a speculative purification by
integrating itself with such sciences as psychology and psychiatry.
And, in effect, its appearance in the form of tests, interviews,
interrogations and consultations is apparently in order to rectify
the mechanisms of discipline: educational psychology is supposed to
correct the rigours of the school, just as the medical or psychiatric
interview is supposed to rectify the effects of the discipline of work.
But we must not be misled; these techniques merely refer individuals
from one disciplinary authority to another, and they reproduce, in
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a concentrated or formalized form, the schema of power-knowledge
proper to each discipline (on this subject, cf. Tort). The great
investigation that gave rise to the sciences of nature has become
detached from its politico-juridical model; the examination, on the
other hand, is still caught up in disciplinary technology.

In the Middle Ages, the procedure of investigation gradually
superseded the old accusatory justice, by a process initiated from
above; the disciplinary technique, on the other hand, insidiously
and as if from below, has invaded a penal justice that is still, in
principle, inquisitorial. All the great movements of extension that
characterize modern penality — the problematization of the criminal
behind his crime, the concern with a punishment that is a correction,
a therapy, a normalization, the division of the act of judgement
between various authorities that are supposed to measure, assess,
diagnose, cure, transform individuals — all this betrays the penetra-
tion of the disciplinary examination into the judicial inquisition.

What is now imposed on penal justice as its point of application, |
its ‘useful’ object, will no longer be the body of the guilty man set |
up against the body of the king; nor will it be the juridical subject |
of an ideal contract; it will be the disciplinary individual. The |
extreme point of penal justice under the Ancien Régime was the
infinite segmentation of the body of the regicide: a manifestation
of the strongest power over the body of the greatest criminal,
whose total destruction made the crime explode into its truth. The
ideal point of penality today would be an indefinite discipline: an
interrogation without end, an investigation that would be extended
without limit to a meticulous and ever more analytical observation,
ajudgement that would at the same time be the constitution of a file
that was never closed, the calculated leniency of a penalty that would
be interlaced with the ruthless curiosity of an examination, a proce-
dure that would be at the same time the permanent measure of a
gap in relation to an inaccessible norm and the asymptotic move-
ment that strives to meet in infinity. The public execution was the
logical culmination of a procedure governed by the Inquisition. The [
practice of placing individuals under ‘observation’ is a natural exten- |
sion of a justice imbued with disciplinary methods and examination !
procedures. Is it surprising that the cellular prison, with its regular
chronologies, forced labour, its authorities of surveillance and
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registration, its experts in normality, who continue and multiply the :

functions of the judge, should have become the modern instrument ““PART FOUR
of penality? Is it surprising that prisons resemble factories, schools, '

barracks, hospitals, which all resemble prisons? - Prison




