
I. ‘Try Arm’ underwear factory: by the producers of Triumph

Angry Underpants: Laid-off garment workers take on former boss at own game and strike blow for labour rights

Factory workers made redundant from swimwear and undergarment giant Triumph International are taking on their former employer at his own game.The workers run a small factory making underwear, which started as a protest gesture but is now an earner in its own right.They call their brand Try Arm, a name inspired by a drawing given to the workers by a Chulalongkorn student who sympathised with their plight.

She drew women workers, their arms raised, in a gesture symbolising their labour struggle, said JitraKotchadej, union adviser to the workers.When they lost their jobs last year, some of the workers had worked for Triumph for more than 30 years. They say they are still waiting for a decent explanation from the company about why they were laid off.

The workers created the brand last October, two months after they were made redundant by Body Fashion Thailand (BFT), Triumph's manufacturing arm.The firm laid off 1,959 workers at its factory in SamutPrakan's Bang Phli district in August, citing a "global restructuring programme to deal with the difficult economic conditions".
The redundant workers, mainly women, said the firm failed to tell them their jobs were at risk.It also refused to pay severance compensation as required by labour laws - allegations denied by the BFT.

The labour union lodged complaints with the company and protested at the Swiss embassy, asking it to look into the affair.The lingerie firm is based in Switzerland.After their petitions fell on deaf ears, 500 angry workers broke into the Labour Ministry's compound on Oct 13 and set up camp there. Their protest persists to this day.The workers turned the ground floor of the Labour Protection and Welfare Department building into a makeshift lingerie factory. They make underwear under the "Try Arm" brand.The brand name was inspired by the protest, as was the underwear venture itself.

However, customers have quickly taken to the new brand of lingerie, which they can buy for half the price of a pair of cheap underpants by Triumph.About 50 workers, including designers, sewers and pattern cutters, work at the Try Arm "factory".Workers brought in nine sewing machines from home, and borrowed 50,000 baht start-up money from the BFT union's strike fund for materials.

"We want to show the world that we are skilled workers and we need a better explanation from the company about why they made us redundant," said TanyathornKhiritawornpat, a Try Arm founder.

"Try Arm underwear also proves the point that lingerie giants are raking in huge profits from their products," said the 38-year-old Kanchanaburi native.

"We know the product cost is much lower than the market price, because we can make it for much less."

The BFT's labour union says the production cost of a pair of underpants - which can sell for 1,000-1,200 baht in European countries - is less than 100 baht.
From the first pair of Try Arm panties which was made in late October, more than 3,000 pairs of underpants have now been sold to customers here and overseas. The workers have made almost 500,000 baht.Customers include labour advocacy groups and the general public who bought the products from BFT union's booths at seminars.

"There were also some walk-in customers, who came to buy Try Arm panties at our mini-factory at the ministry," said MsTanyathorn.

The workers make various styles of underpants, which sell for 39, 59, and 69 baht, depending on fabric quality and design.Each style comes in various colours and sizes, from the smallest size, XS, to the biggest, XXL, which is the best-selling size.The makeshift factory cannot make complicated lingerie products, such as bras, as more advanced machines are needed.

"We select quality materials, including lace and elastic for our products.

"The garments are assembled by the same hands that used to make a world-class lingerie brand," said VipaMatchachart, 34, another sacked BFT worker who runs the Try Arm project.

High-quality fabric is expensive, but the workers know where to buy it cheaply.

"We bought high-grade fabric that was left over from garment factories," she said.

The panties were originally just a symbol of the workers' fight. Now, they have become an earner in their own right.

"Try Arm panties are proof that good quality panties can be made cheaply without the need for branding costs, or advertising," said union adviser MsJitra.

"They also represent a new choice for consumers who want to support fair trade and buy products made by craftspeople who work for themselves," she said.

Source : http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/33204/angry-underpants











II.Rachathewa landfill site

The Rachathewa landfill site is located 30km east of the Bangkok Metropolitan Area (BMA) and receives approximately 3,500 tons/day or 16,667 cubic meters/day of municipal solid waste (MSW). There are presently no regulatory or contractual requirements for landfill gas (LFG) collection/combustion in Thailand so landfill sites such as Rachathewa are emitting huge quantities of methane gas directly into the atmosphere.

The Project’s developer, Jaroensompong Corporation, has installed a LFG collection system and 1MW electricity generator at the Rachathewa site. Recovered LFG is being utilized as a fuel source for the generator. The generated electricity is being sold to the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) under a power purchase agreement. 

The Project is the first in Thailand to utilize LFG for electricity generation on a commercial basis and contributes to sustainable development of the country by mitigating uncontrolled GHG emission from the landfill, preventing on-site fires, controlling the release of volatile organic compounds, reducing undesirable odours, providing greater control of leachate drainage, and physically stabilizing the landfill site. The Project brings the following additional economic, environmental and social benefits: 

•Metro-Cat (The authorized caterpillar dealer in Thailand) has transferred LFG generator related technology to Thailand. The company supplied the generator for the Project and, under the contract, is responsible for training staff in generator operation and maintenance. 
•The Project promotes most efficient use of local resources, which results in reduction of energy imports. 
• Local inhabitant benefit from the improvement of air quality due to lower methane and odour emissions from the landfill. 
• The Project has been promoting practical experience in LFG collection and utilization. Local staff has been trained and acquired the skills required to operate LFG collection and utilization equipment. 

Source: http://cdm.unfccc.int/filestorage/V/S/A/VSAFC6R4ID0J3NLK1WGBTZPEHUYQ2X/Monitoring%20Report%201.pdf?t=ZHN8bXQxdnZqfDAHRy5slJOVHsCw6qT57Gnb





III. Baan KhunSamut Chin

Surveying the Shoreline Erosion at Baan KhunSamut Chin, SamutPrakarn

Located on the shoreline in the Gulf of Thailand in SamutPrakarn, Baan KhunSamut Chin is now encountering the critical shoreline erosion. People have repeatedly moved away from the original location where their houses had been attacked by the nature.

Currently, there are only some 30 families who refused to surrender to the natural disaster. Some houses have been rebuilt at least three times – while many up to 10 times – others have moved to the inland part of the village. The numerous electricity posts once stood at the shoreline are now emerging from the sea. The temple which was once located at the heart of the village is now the only structure left on the shoreline. The temple survived because of its strong concrete foundation and the strong devotion of the villagers who helped build stone dam, preventing the temple from the strong wind.

Factors include the rising sea level, land subsidence, shoreline erosion, and the change of direction of the tides. Sedimentation resulting from dam constructions in the upper part of the country is also another that have made it harder for the villagers to tackle with the natural disaster.

Without a solution, villagers are living with the problem and have never surrendered to the nature. Thanks to limited sources, career opportunity and knowledge, people’s lives depend largely on the sea in financial and cultural terms.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The vanishing of the small village has somehow warned us, Thai people and the rest of the world, to be aware of the natural disasters that may attack any parts of the world. D4D foresaw the picture. We surveyed and captured the current situation of the village and to record the plight and adaptation of the villagers. The recorded materials will be published to the wide public in the future.

Source : http://www.designfordisasters.org/downloads/portfolio_en.pdf
