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A map depicting the spread 
of the Industrial Revolution 
through Europe in the 19th 
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Spread of 
industrialization in 
Europe, 1840-1914.

The transformations that occurred during 
the Industrial Revolution were so profound 
that a similar change had not been seen in 
the world since the Neolithic Revolution 
some 10,000 years earlier.

by @elordenmundial

(Source: elordenmundial.com)



Industrialization in Europe in the 19th century

In the 19th century, Europe moved from artisanal 
manufacturing to mass production with the 
appearance of the first mechanized spinning mills. 
The process of industrialization then profoundly 
transformed European economies and societies.

by @LegendesCarto

(Source: twitter.com)

Source: https://mapsontheweb.zoom-
maps.com/post/709866216217542656/industrialization-in-europe-in-the-19th-
century?is_related_post=1



Why was Switzerland one of the first countries to industrialise?
 
The industrial revolution began in the 1760s in Britain, then spread to the rest of Europe, 
first affecting northern France and Belgium, Switzerland, around 1800-1820. 

On the surface, there seem to be no obvious reasons why Switzerland should have been 
early to industrialise. 

Unlike the other countries, Switzerland has no obvious natural advantages. Mountainous 
and cut off from the sea, Switzerland does not have easy access to coal and iron reserves.
 
But Switzerland does have a geographically central location close to markets and other 
industrial centres, access to the Rhine, rivers to power factories and a culture of political 
liberalism, socio-cultural freedom and the Protestant tradition which had been important 
to the early development of capitalism in the Netherlands and Britain. 

Towns like Geneva and Basel had long been renowned for their political and intellectual 
freedom, centres of learning and enlightened thinking.
 
In Switzerland, feudal restriction had been lifted to allow free movement of labour and 
self-governing urban centres existed with merchant capitalists ready to invest their 
money in new enterprises and technology.  

And perhaps most importantly, Switzerland was already an advanced European centre for 
the industry that kickstarted the Industrial Revolution: textiles.

Source: https://www.internationalschoolhistory.com/lesson-8---switzerland.html
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Industrialization in Europe until 1850
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Industrialization in Europe until 1850
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19th century marked by the industrialization of Europe, but also 
by an intensification of the circulation of goods, capital and 
people, thanks to progress in transport.



France in the 19th century

France is industrializing after the United Kingdom. In the 19th 
century industry is concentrated in the NE and around Lyon. The 
State also encourages the development of the railroad and 
transport. Unlike England, France is not subject to explosive urban 
growth.

by @LegendesCarto

(Source: twitter.com)

Source: https://mapsontheweb.zoom-
maps.com/post/710317952569917440/france-in-the-19th-century-france-
is?is_related_post=1



Air pollution in Europe, January 
19, 2021.
Red - more polluted.
(Source: reddit.com)

Source: https://mapsontheweb.zoom-
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