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The belief that “woman should not be educated” is what people — both men and
woman — believed during the 18 century. During that time, people and tradition are
completely different from the present as they are taught with the belief that women are
feebler than men and that they do not need to receive education. Therefore people treated
women as a maid of the house who only takes care of children and family, but that is not a
norm and view of feminism today. Mary Wollstonecraft, who symbolized womanhood of this
period, is the first feminist who wants to establish equality between men and women in terms
of education'. Back in the days, no one would agree to let women have an education like
today. This has led Mary to write a book to pass her thoughts on feminism during French
revolution (1970). Her all-time famous writing “The Vindication of the Rights of
Women” was the first feminism book that has enlightened the world and encouraged them to

pay more attention on women’s rights®. Besides her book. she also claimed fairness for

women’s education and the position of women in the society.

Mary Wollstonecraft was not only a British feminist, but also philosopher, writer,
thinker, and much more’. She was brought up in an adverse family environment in which her

father always harmed her mother, so during her teenage she would often stay around her
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mother’s door®. This may have been the reason that triggered her stand to advocate woman’s
rights. She also published the book about women’s rights “The Vindication of the Rights of

Women” which was famous until today. She passed away with septicemia at the age of 38°.

As the concept of feminism shows a more outstanding role, it can be described as a
person who works for the rights and equality of women. During the 18" century, there were
no feminist who would bravely express their feelings about inequality toward others. Back
then, people usually defined women’s sphere and position in society as a ‘stay-at-home
housewife’ because they should be doing outside work like males. They think that women are
naive, powerless and do not have the capability to achieve greater tasks. Even women, they
still did not believe in themselves as they were planted with these thoughts and ridiculous
beliefs of who they were supposed to be®. Regardless of this, Mary Wollstonecraft held a
different perspective. She tried to empower women to see that men and women are equal and
that they can become more. She was the only woman who stood up for women’s rights and
thus, she decided to speak out by cooperating with other famous thinkers during that time,
Jean Jacques Rousseau and Thomas Paine. She only cooperated with them on some topics

and Mary was sure they will defend and protect women.”

Mary Wollstonecraft’s book, “The Vindication of the Rights of Women”, focuses on
the education of women. She mentioned that many women are silly, but it is not because god

wants them to be silly, it is because men who do not allow women to study®. She believed
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that women are all equal in the eyes of god and in order to build a good and lasting marriage,
women should have an equal education and position’. If they do not have the same level of
education, it would be difficult to understand each other. Moreover, women were seen as the
ones who provide education to children, so if women do not have any education it would be
difficult to teach their children. What she claimed was that she wanted women to have equal
education as men to prolong the marital status and enhance personal relationships'®.
Additionally, women should be in an appropriate position in the society, not just as

housewives at home.

In conclusion, it is obvious that the view of feminism has changed dramatically from
18 century to today. Mary Wollstonecraft was a pioneer for women and her book “The
Vindication of the Rights of Women " reflects an immense change in women’s rights. She was
considered a candle light in the darkness; women are able to obtain higher education and play
important roles in both occupational and societal positions. It cannot be denied that the rights
of women are almost or even equal to that of men''. This shows that Mary Wollstonecraft’s
thinking and teaching are right. Women are not silly, but they are far more valuable than what

they were perceived to be.
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