
Six principles 
of clear, 
cohesive, and 
coherent 
writing



Six principles

1. Keep	your	complete	grammatical	subjects	short

2. Express	key	actions	as	verbs

3. Begin	sentences	with	”old”	information

4. End	sentences	with	new	information

5. Make	the	subjects	of	your	sentences	the	person,	place,	or	thing	that	
the	sentence	is	about

6. Make	the	first	few	words	or	your	sentences	constitute	a	limited	set	
of	concepts



Principle 1: Keep your complete 
grammatical subjects short



Principle 2: Express key actions as verbs



Principle 3: Begin sentences with “old” 
information 

Passage	#1
An	effective	way	to	write	sentences	that	
“flow”	is	to	use	the	rhetorical	device	known	
as	conduplicatio.	To	repeat	a	key	word	or	
phrase	from	a	preceding	sentence,	
especially	when	the	word	or	phrase	comes	
at	the	end	of	the	preceding	sentence,	is	to	
use	conduplicatio.

Passage	#2
An	effective	way	to	write	sentences	that	
“flow”	is	to	use	the	rhetorical	device	known	
as	conduplicatio.	Conduplicatio repeats	a	
key	word	or	phrase	from	a	preceding	
sentence,	especially	when	the	word	or	
phrase	comes	at	the	end	of	the	preceding	
sentence.

Here	are	two	passages	that	say	the	same	thing.	Which	flows	better?	



– Clear	writing	is	writing	that	flows,	and	best	way	to	create	
flow	is	to	begin	sentences	with	old	information

– Old	information	is	information-names	words,	phases,	
and	their	equivalents	– that	your	reader	has	already	
encountered	or	can	reasonably	anticipate



Principle 4:End sentences with new 
information

– New	information	is	just	that:	information	that	your	
reader	has	not	encountered	yet	or	could	not	anticipate

– New	information	is	the	most	important	in	a	sentence;	it	
thus	should	receive	the	most	emphasis,	and	the	place	of	
most	emphasis	in	a	sentence	is	at	the	end



Principle 5:Make the subjects of your sentences 
the person, place, or thing that the sentence is 
about

Passage	#1 Passage	#2



Which	sentence	is	best?	



Principle 6: Make the first few words or your 
sentences constitute a limited set of concepts

Passage	#1 Passage	#2
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