Substantive Article Review

Each student will write a response to an article with a game theoretic model on economics/political science topics of their choice (published in leading, i.e. top 20, refereed journals). However, the model should be no more complex than you can understand. You should identify

•the author’s research question and the debate and/or puzzle that drives the question;
•the main theoretical claim advanced by the author (stated simply);
•the key informal and formal assumptions on which the theory rests, explaining why they are important to answer the question;
•the basic setup of the model;
•the basic equilibrium behavior (who will choose what, under what conditions?);
•the major implications of the model, explaining how they derive logically from the model;
•how the author tests the implications (if relevant), noting in particular if s/he did something special to connect the test to assumptions of the formal model;
•the contributions of the paper to a broader literature; and
•at least one significant critique of the work. An insightful critique identifies an unreasonable assumption or a structural flaw on which the theory depends and makes a complete argument as to how that flaw determines what conclusions we can draw from the theory.
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•You do not have to use any numbers or equations to explain these things. The response should be no more than four single-spaced pages using 12-point font and 1-inch margins.

