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Raffaello Sanzio, usually known as Raphael, is an Italian architectures and painters who was born and grew up in the genial art family. His name sounds very familiar as his works are admired and popular among people around the world. Even though he died at the age of only thirty-seven, his works still remained and influenced the next age of art, mannerism.
 He influenced other artists in that time or even the modern artists today. His works were so laudable and valued that the new generation of artists can study in-depth of the profound meaning hiding in his pictures. His works tell about lifestyle in the high renaissance and they are the great examples for those who interested in art. He contributes numerous significant arts to mankind. Raphael’s emotional and precise works represent the single most significant changes in high renaissance and lead to art evolution. This can be proved by three main reasons; he changed people’s attitudes towards society; he lessened severity of sexism in art; his works promoted printmaking. He has significantly influenced almost every other artists in the world ever since.
Because of his superb and remarkable talents, not surprisingly that he was commissioned by the Pope Julius II to paint his personal library in Vatican Palace which was regarded as the most important commission of his work life and was his greatest honored. There are four frescoes defined as the images of example throughout the history: philosophy, law, theology and poetry.
 But the most famous one of his masterpieces seem to be the philosophy fresco known as “the School of Athens”, painted to decorate in stanze di which means Raffaello or Raphael’s rooms.
 In this painting, Raphael depicted many famous people such as Plato and Aristotle who represented the philosophy ideas of truth and wisdom and Michelangelo who was his great rival at that time. This interpreted a complex thought of Raphael. The painting also expresses his knowledge of philosophy and the motion states of people by physical actions seen in the picture unlike any other paintings at that time. It shows that renaissance was evolving into the classical age.
 The School of Athens can be a very good example to determine people’s thought in high renaissance and to reflect the Renaissance society. Unfortunately, Pope Julius II died before he could see the complete works. Pope Leo X who had a close relationship to Raphael continued the work and completed the Vatican projects years later which took most of his work time. The school of Athens was the renowned picture of depicting famous people in different fields under one roof, representing the assembly of distinguished personnel of different specializations. The style of gathering in the painting emphasized that different specializations are needed in order to create a harmonious society. Raphael used his extraordinary art to change people attitudes which was very unique at that time.
Due to the fact that his father was the court painter, growing up around the court had developed excellent social skills which was quite unique among the painters of that time. He had such magnificent art skills that it was hard to differentiate between his works and those of  his professor’s, Pietro Perugino
  He was cordially invited by the popes to paint and create many important works.
 He was one of the very first who started using female as a model since, in that time male model was used for both sexes.
  His works were more attractive, precise and realistic comparing to those of Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci which were unbalanced and lacked certain quality.
 Although after Raphael’s death Michelangelo and da Vinci’s works were immediately more famous, Raphael’s works came to the age and outstandingly famous again later for centuries. Raphael played an important role in art development since the late 17th to 19th centuries.
 His works have always been studied and highly admired. He also pioneered in using female models in his elegant pictures which preceded many other artists of his time. This evidently represents his liberal mind towards sexism which somewhat affected artists of later times.
Raphael didn’t make his own prints. But it was in corporation with Marcantonio Raimondi who turned his paintings into engraved works.
 He was regarded as one of those who motivated the productive print. Printmaking spread most of his works around Europe getting other artists in many different countries to study his notable works. There are well-known original prints such as The Judgement of Paris, The Massacre of the Innocents, The Parnassus and Galatea. He had his own workshop, the biggest and the most famous one. So, many of his paintings were also admired and duplicated by the pupils and assistances who later became important artists in the renaissance. The workshop was very efficient and important in carrying out his works through the age of high renaissance. Because of these, printmaking and duplicated works by his workshops made it hard to differentiate which the original ones from the duplicated ones; there are still many arguments about his original paintings till today. He was one of the first whose inspiring works were widely duplicated leading to more popularity in printmaking.
His remarkable art talents together with his notable skills make him one of the most famous successful painters throughout the world history. He was undoubtedly regarded as the genius of high renaissance who changed the way people look at art. His valued works were the significant key of progression. He was the most detailed painters in the portraits at that time. He put realistic emotions in his paintings. It is interesting to think that if he had lived longer than thirty-seven years, what more wondrous works he could paint for us to see how great it could be. It was from his emotional and precise works that essentially influenced mannerism, the age right after his death when high renaissance came to the end.
 He changed people attitudes towards society. He was more open-minded about sexism than his predecessors. His works contributed to the increase in printmaking popularity. And these are the reasons why his beauty and perfection of art had been recognized for centuries. 
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