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COURSE OUTLINE
EE 301: THAI ECONOMIC HISTORY
Semester 1/2017 

Number of credits:  	3 credits

Lecture Time:	     	Wednesday and Friday:  9:30-11.00 AM 

Instructor:	  Section  Venue       Office	         Email	
Dr.Thorn Pitidol	    046402     xxx	 Room 464	  thorn@econ.tu.ac.th

Office Hours:	By appointment

Course description
 
This course focuses on developing students’ critical understanding the development of the Thai economy. The course explores changes and transformation in economic, political, and societal aspects of Thailand. The major attempt of this course is to examine the divergence between the "city" and the "rural". Such an attempt is done together with the investigation of the roles of Thai politics in contributing to such a divergence. Hence, in addition to the look into economic aspects, the course also explores the political aspects. The course puts the emphasis on exploring the changes associate with 3 groups of actors; 1) the Chinese merchants; 2) the peasants; and 3) the elite. These groups are explained as the main "drivers" of changes in the Thai economy. 
 
The historical period that this course focuses on is the "Rattanakosin (Bangkok) Period". Nonetheless, the late Ayudhaya and the Thonburi periods also receive some attention. The examination of the Bangkok period starts with the revival of Ayudhaya Siam, and proceeds to investigate the rise of Absolutism in Thailand. The course then investigates the fall of Thai absolutism and the causes and consequences of 2475 revolution. The exploration of modern Siam followed, starting with the look into the post 2475 conflicts that culminated in the rise of Sarit Thanarat and his long era of Thai development authoritarianism. The final parts of the course then examine the end of Sarit-Thanom authoritarian regime, the eventual liberalisation and growth of the Thai economy, and the economic crisis of 1997. 
 

Course objectives
 
To develop the critical insights into the roots of inequality in Thailand, by creating the understanding of the following aspects
1. The changing lives of Thai farmers
1. The changing lives of Thai nobles, merchants, and labour
1. The economic and political factors that had driven the above changes, including the changing relationships between actors such as the monarchy, aristocrats, military, merchants, peasants, and labour. 
1. The international factors that influence the changes in Thailand. 
 
 
Main Textbook**(all students must read the main textbook)
 
· Pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker (2002). Thailand: Economy and Politics, KL: Oxford University Press
 
Suggested readings
 
· Jeffery Sng and Pimpraphai Bisalputra. (2015). A History of the Thai-Chinese. Didier Millet, CSI.

 
Please see additional readings for each topic from the topics
 
 
Evaluation

Mid-term exam (date xxx)			30	percent
Final exam (date xxx)				50	percent
Group presentations				5	percent
Essay						15	percent

There will be group presentations and 1 essay. The details will be announced in class. 

Topics
 
Topic 1: From late Ayudhaya to early Rattanakosin 
· Reunderstanding the old Siam state
· Demystifying late Ayudhaya and Thonburi
· The restoration of Ayudhaya in early Rattanakosin
· Chinese merchants in early Rattanakosin
· Thai villages in the past: arguments and debates 

Additional readings: 
นิธิ เอียวศรีวงศ์ (2555) การเมืองไทยสมัยพระเจ้ากรุงธนบุรี กรุงเทพ:มติชน
นิธิ เอียวศรีวงศ์ (2555) ปากไก่และใบเรือ กรุงเทพ:ฟ้าเดียวกัน
Chattip Nartsupha (1999) Thai Village Economy in the Past. Translated by Pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker. Bangkok: Silkworm
Topic 2: The reform of Rama V 
· The aftermath of Bowring Treaty and the transformed nature of the Thai farmers
· The rise of Klongs and independent farmers
· The tax-collectors, the Western companies, and Royal businesses
· The rise of Siam absolute state
· Causes of Rama V's reform
· The building of Siam's modern state
· Ideological apparatuses
· Bureaucratic systems 
 
Additional reading
Kullada Kesboonchoo Mead (2004) The rise and decline of Thai absolutism. New York : Routledge Curzon, 2004.
 
 
Topic 3: The fall of absolutism and the 2475 revolution 
· The problems of Thai farmers
· The new group of Chinese merchants
· 22 years from the height of absolute monarchy to 1932 revolution.
· What exactly was 1932 revolution? 
 
Additional readings: 
นครินทร์ เมฆไตรรัตน์ (2553) การปฏิวัติสยาม พ.ศ. 2475 กรุงเทพ: สำนักพิมพ์ฟ้าเดียวกัน
 
Topic 4: The rise of Sarit Thanarat and his authoritarian developmental state  
· Post 2475 conflicts
· Cold war and the rise of Sarit Thanarat
· From Phibul's nationalist economic policies to Sarit's development plans
· The rise of Bankers' Capitalism and the rent-allocating economy
· Import-substitution and foreign direct investment
· Thai farmers under development plans
· Disintegrating farmers' societies
· The expansion of upland farmers
 
Additional reading  
อภิชาต สถิตนิรามัย (2556) รัฐไทยกับการปฏิรูปเศรษฐกิจ: จากกำเนิดทุนนิยมนายธนาคารถึงวิกฤตเศรษฐกิจ 2540  กรุงเทพ: ฟ้าเดียวกัน.  
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
Topic 5: From October events to the 1997 economic crisis 
· The uprising of farmers and students movements 
· The export-oriented growth and economic liberalisation 
· 1997 economic crisis: causes and consequences
· The missing explanation on Thai labour 

Additional reading 
· Hewison, Kevin (1999). Thailand Capitalism: The Impact of the Economic Crisis. UNEAC Asia Paper, No.1 1999.
· Hewison, K. (2001). Resisting globalization: A study of localism in Thailand. The Pacific Review, 13(2), pp. 279-96.
· McCargo, Duncan. (2001). Populism and reformism in contemporary Thailand, South East Asia Research, 9, 1, pp. 89–107.

Topic 6: Thaksin  
· 1997 political reform and the rise of Thaksin 
· The rise of urban villagers and political peasants
 
Additional reading 
· Pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker (2004) Thaksin: the business of politics in Thailand. Bangkok: Silkworm 
· Walker, Andrew (2013) Thailand's Political Peasants: Power in the Modern Rural Economy. Madison: UW Press  


Teaching schedule
 
	Week
	Content

	Week 1 (Aug 16,18)
	Introduction to the course
	Ayudhaya & Thonburi 

	Week 2 (Aug 23,25)
	Early Rattanakosin : restoration of Ayudhaya
	Early Rattanakosin Chinese  Merchants

	Week 3 (Aug 30,Sep 1)
	Thai village in the past
	Thai village in the past

	Week 4 (Sep 6,8)
	Bowring treaty
	Klongs and rice farmers

	Week 5 (Sep 13,15)
	Tax-collectors and foreign businesses
	Building the Absolutist Modern State

	Week 6 (Sep 20,22)
	The fall of Thai Absolutism
	2475 Revolution

	Week 7 (Sep 27,29)
	2475 aftermath 
	Presentation 1

	Week 8 (Oct 2-6)
	Mid-term exam

	Week 9 (Oct 11,13)
	Post 2475 conflicts
	No Class

	Week 10 (Oct 18,20)
	Phibul’s Economic Nationalism
	Phibul’s Economic Nationalism

	Week 11 (Nov1,3)
	Cold War and the rise of Sarit
	The rise of Bankers’ Capitalism

	Week 12 (Nov 8,10)
	Import-substitution
	Farmers under development plan

	Week 13 (Nov 15,17)
	Farmers under development plan
	From 1976-1979 October

	Week 14 (Nov 22,24)
	From 1976-1979 October
	Economic miracle

	Week 15 (Nov 29,1)
	1997 economic crisis
	Labour in Thailand

	Week 16 (Dec 6,8)
	Post-1997 crisis: Thaksin
	Conclusion to the course
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