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CLMVT strategy (22 July)
	CLMVT is the region with high growth around 5.06% (a little dragged down by Thailand) and one of the least developed in the world (especially CLM). However, with expansion of young population, it is potential for better growth as it reflects big base for labor force and domestic market. The region has electronic parts as one of the main key exports and imports. It also imports things like energy for production factor as they started to move to manufacturing countries, especially Vietnam who obtains the highest share of inward FDI of the region. Moreover, it is found that countries such as South Korea who ignores Thailand for having saturated market, and Japan are big investors in the CLMV countries as well. Currently, there are many FDI trends in the region such as the shift in business model (towards joint venture, and merger and acquisition), demand for technology and less employment, whole supply chain (investing here and there for risk diversification), and government support on FDI. Furthermore, the region is also a member for other cooperation forums, such as GMS and ACMEC, and gains mechanism for discussing things including security issues, economic and business cooperation, social cooperation (such as healthcare and education), and sustainable development. It also needs to be noted that both internal and external factors can affect the region and cause future opportunities and challenges in geopolitical stability, governance, new business models from technological disruption, changes in demographics, inclusiveness and sustainable development, regional digital economy, and economic integration.
	The guest lecturer also talked about industry 4.0 which addressed on technologies (related to medical innovation and commercialization) as it can increase global value creation and that it is important for the development of the region. In addition, in terms of Thailand, its strategic point of the country includes location (as it is center of mainland ASEAN which is located among different big countries like China and India), political stability (at least more stable than some countries in the world), and stable directions of economic policy, good infrastructure, and skilled labors. She also added that right now, Thailand 4.0 policy is not enough to attract investments in the country, thus Thailand plus one, policy for Thailand as springboard to other CLMV in aspect of hub for human capital development, is to be considered. Moreover, one country that are growing in its importance in CLMVT is China with its Belt and Road policy as it will help smooth the information flow and logistics, and transportation by connecting countries together (for within CLMV can be classified into 3 routes). She also added that trade war between the US and China would result in Thailand being less attractive than Vietnam. Lastly, she talked about negotiations within CLMV that business protection is one of issues to consider and they used to have special treatment as they are of disadvantages when trading with other countries. However, Vietnam has changed thus the special treatment is needed to rethink.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In my opinion, Thailand plus one strategy is very interesting and I have never heard of it before. I think that the policy itself reflects another step of collaboration within the CLMVT region and Thailand’s attempt to step up its economy from manufacturing country to be more advanced and concentrated around human capital, but the lecturer did not provide much information about this policy. This not only helps Thailand but also spread prosperity and knowledge to the CLMV country which supports the inclusiveness of the region.









Introduction to contemporary Myanmar: politics, society, and culture (23 July)
	The lecturer started with history of Myanmar. He told that as Myanmar lost its sovereignty to the Great Britain, the ruling power was brought to the ethnic groups to control the Burmese which partly rooted their issues with Myanmar in the present. At the time, there was also a group of monks and nationalists who called themselves Thakin fighting for the independence by using its support from Japan during the WWII to drive the British away. However, after being independent, Myanmar has never had political stability since then as there were many occurrences. To be specific, just after independence when Myanmar were having democratic government, there was civil war fighting against communism; however, as the state had to rely heavily on military, it triggered coup and changed the country to be authoritarian with the support of the military. The country then was run by the socialist regime. However, after a short period of peace, the problem reoccurred by the uprising on socialism and military drawing back the economy. Therefore, military put coup on its government and promised an election which actually took long time and was won by Aung San Suu Kyi, a democratic icon. The government then distorted its word that the election was just for choosing who to draft the constitution; however, the fact that Aung San winning the votes made the country to post the open country policy and reestablish diplomatic relations.
	The lecturer also added that Myanmar is one of the most conservative countries in the world as influenced by the nationalist military government as can be seen in the popularity of traditional culture such as food and beauty routines. It also has many ethnic groups which cause conflicts within the country with Rohingya as the most recognizable issue due to religious and legal conflicts. In terms of governance, Myanmar can be classified into 14 areas: 7 regions (belong to the Burmese) and 7 states (belong to the ethnic groups who were legally accepted by the past British rulers since the colonization period). Right now, the country is trying to solve this problem and make peace but the output is yet to be seen.
Generally, the constitution bar democratic reform and presidency from having familial relations with foreigners. And recently, it also put reforms in politics (such as expanding civic and political rights and ceasefires with ethnic groups), economy (FDI law, social and economic development plan, etc.), society (human rights and abolition of censorship), and foreign actors (ease of sanctions, extension of foreign aids, etc.). For the government structure, there are 3 balances of power like other countries (executive, legislative, and judicial branches) though they are closely controlled by the military. Moreover, there are many figures playing in political roles such as military, political parties (which are not institutionalized as their policies mostly depends on who the leader is), and monks.
In terms of economy, Myanmar’s growth has dramatically increased due to the open country policy and can earn income through exports of goods such as gas, jade, mining, and electronic parts (note that most electronics are for export and not for the domestic market), and tourism. It also can attract a lot of FDI, especially China, due to cheap labors and benefit of being undeveloped but it is noted that the labors are not much skilled. Furthermore, according to economic strategies, it now amends the corporate laws to ease the investment from foreign countries, creates SEZs and connectivity, and extension of foreign loans and assistances. 
	In my opinion, as the lecturer told us that Buddhism plays a major role in driving the society and politics, I think that the current position for religion in Myanmar actually made the conflicts among the Burmese and ethnic groups more severe. The Buddhist monks literally do not even act impartial; moreover, they are one of the drivers of hatred towards the ethnic groups especially those who are of different religions. Therefore, I think that to make peace in Myanmar, it cannot just start with less fierce actions of the government, but monks also needs to realize their harmful actions towards people by educating them more of the consequences in the hope that their realization and action will influence the population of the country to be more understanding and open-minded as they are closer to the local people than the government.
ASEAN integration and border trade & China and CLMV (25 July)
	In the morning class, the guest lecturer told us that ASEAN was first established during the cold war with political purpose; however, after that the economic objectives have been developed from preferential trade agreement to free trade area for goods and services, and to investment according to the policies, though not well integrated due to differences in income, amount of population, level of development, and economic infrastructure within the region. 
For the integration in terms of goods, trade can be done through the connected logistic network in mainland despite varying costs of transportation and disconnectivity in marine channels. It was also planned to eliminate tariff for ASEAN countries in 2010 while for CLMV was prolonged to 2015 due to difference in level of development; however, non-tariff barrier is still an important problem as the non-tariff reduction laws vary in different countries. For services integration, ASEAN aimed to reduce restrictions on foreign business ownership in services within 2015 though there are some countries that still stay the same, thus not well integrated in service sector. Moreover, investment restrictions, both FDI and portfolio, are subjective to each country. Labor integration is not also connected despite announcement on free movement of 8 professions, this is due to limitations in requesting licenses which are not on the same platform and need to be done in local languages. And most of labors who work in member countries are non-skilled or semi-skilled. The capital also cannot flow freely in the region as the risk of movement for different capitals are different; for example, making loan is generally riskier than portfolio investment. Therefore, the common currency is impossible as it requires the integration and free flow of these things, plus synchronized business cycles.
 The lecturer then moved to the cross border activities as faced by people in the society. He said that in the cross border trade with Laos which is the country that has highest transaction with Thailand, the country sells electricity to us while most of the goods Thailand sells to Laos are consumer goods in which some are consumed directly and some are transported to Vietnam through road channels and non-tariff barrier remains worrying. For services, there are casinos located on Thai-Laos border in order to capture all values in the special zone. For movement of labors, most labors in the region come to Thailand to work especially the Myanmar people. There are also restrictions on amount of cash that can be carried out of the country and the only formal way is through banks who charge high fees; therefore, informal payment system occurs around the border area. This leaves room for the regional payment connectivity to occur and ease the flow of capital.
In my opinion, it seems that ASEAN region is not as well integrated as it had planned. Plus, some countries in the region are very different as the lecturer suggested, so I think that at least there needs to be a standardized system for operating things in all countries and all population database, including both public and private sectors’ data, should be linked to one another for better connectivity and integration. 
In the afternoon, we learned about the evolution of China. In the past during the period of command economic system, there were 2 events in Chinese history that drove people to move away. The first event was the Great Leap Forward as Chairman Mao put the policy to make China great and reach the same level of industrialization as the Westerners. So he set centralized production planning; however, it failed as the incentive the government gave resulted in wasting natural resources and wrong allocation of labors. The issued commodity coupons in exchange for food also caused the problem of institutional inequality and famine in China resulting in more death and less labor force. The second event was the Cultural Revolution; as the countries became communist meaning no differences among people, the education, wealth, and cultural difference which were believed to create social gap, were all destroyed in the period causing huge loss of human capital and the country’s identity. However, the lessons had been learned for leading to drawbacks rather than benefits. Therefore, they realized that human capital, efficient allocation, and market are important and should not have been eradicated. As a result, it has become successful as it adapted itself towards innovation and grows its importance in global economy so much that currently it is competing with the US and shifting the world power. There are many technological trends that can be seen in the country such as 5G, third party payment industry, the rise of e-commerce, and cashless society which also contribute to high competition in the country.
In the aspect of Chinese government power, it is very strong and influential. Its authoritarian regime also contributes to fast development of the country. One of its projects showing its full control over the country is Hukou, licenses for people who are originated in different geographical places in order to provide social welfare for the people only in their specific geographical origin. It actually discriminates people from movement to other parts of the country, but the lecturer added that it does so to prevent primate cities (as the development is concentrated in the eastern coastal area causing unbalanced development across the country). Other policies include social credit system (records of actions in all aspects of living), and media censorship. Currently, China is in the process of connecting different regions from Asia to Europe for One Belt One Road project. And CLMV is one of the regions that the Chinese railway project will pass on. Not only that, China is also a big investors in the countries (excluding Vietnam as some part of it still embraces Anti-China thoughts) as well as it invests in business related to infrastructure, natural resources, and real estate.
In my opinion, it is very interesting that China has grown so much in terms of economy. Moreover, its position in the world is also contributed much by its government; however, it needs to be noted that the society is ruled by Chinese Communist party and its policies cause the discrimination within its own country. The point that I see as not good in its society mostly comes from the censorship of things that the government see as inappropriate. I think that this is not good for its people as they cannot recognize what have happened in their society and the outside world. 
Urbanization in CLMV: challenges and opportunities (26 July)
	The GMS or Greater Mekong Subregion including CLMVT and 2 provinces of China is considered one of the least urbanized regions in the world though the rate of urbanization is growing. The region has similar and interlinked history to one another as it passes through the rise and fall of the ancient kingdoms, colonization, war period, and politically and economically relative stability with varying fluctuating urban areas and population. Currently, as the urban grows through time by the help of government policies, regional cooperation, infrastructure, foreign investment, and rural-urban migration, there are many trends that the region embraces including global trends (movement of labors towards high value production, movement in global capital, shift in main sectors, and technology), and regional trends (connectivity, cooperation, and community or harmonization). For Cambodia who remains vulnerable to external shocks, political situation and climate change, the country’s population is very concentrated in just 40% of the total area around Tonle Sap Lake and Phnom Penh. For Laos with small human resources and infrastructure investments in small and medium towns, many population of the country lives in the capital city, Vientiane, and other areas along Mekong River as it plays a role in transportation. For Myanmar with its obsolete infrastructure and conflicts with ethnic groups, the population is concentrated around the crossroad of the region and some live along Irrawaddy River. For Vietnam who has wide social gap and lacks inclusive development, its people mostly live in either the north or the south and along the coast line and port cities. All these 4 countries are rich in resources and have potentials for further growth and development; however, key issues such as uncontrolled spatial development, poverty and vulnerability, lack of financing for infrastructure, ineffective governance and institutions, less-than-sustainable development, non-inclusive development, climate change, and need for smart and green urban growth remains in need for improvement. Moreover, there should be growth strategies which concern inclusiveness and sustainability among the region, and within each country; plus, governments should maintain balance between important matters to maintain national interests and potentials.
	In my opinion, all 4 countries have high urban migration resulting in their urbanization; however, it is also important to note their population are concentrated in urban area. Therefore, the challenge that they are now facing is to prevent the occurrence of primate cities. I think that it needs to spread prosperity of the city to the smaller towns, and in my point of view, the decentralization of the public sector may help the countries to pass through the challenge. Moreover, the income in the urban areas is higher than in the rural in general, so the urban migration to work in the city may cause the problem of urban-rural inequality. In addition, when talking about the big cities only, the migration of the poorer people from rural may even cause inequality within the city as well. Therefore, these issues should be taken into account of making policies for CLMV.
