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Type of governments

RLiberal democracy
R Authoritarian regime

RTotalitarian regime (Fascist, Soviet-style
Communist state)



Type of economic
systems

R Market-led capitalism
R State-led capitalism

R Welfare system

R Socialism/communism

R Feudalism
R etc.



R Where and when

did democracy
begin?









Democracy: the rule of
the mass

RThe rule of the one (monarch)
RThe rule of the few (aristocracy)

RThe rule of the mass (democracy):
everyone has the power to make
their voice heard



RFear of “the mass rule”!!

Do not trust the
competency of ordinary

citizens in making
judgments















British

R1688 (the Glorious Revolution)
toppled King James Il of England

R the Bill of Rights) 1689

RAbsolute constitutional
monarchy



Three assumptions of
Democracy

R 1. no person was naturally superior to another
(therefore each person should enjoy equal political
rights)

X 2. Good people have their own interest.

R 3. the interests of the people were best protected by the
people itself (political authority must rest in the hands
of the people; anyone entrusted with state power must
be accountable to the people as a whole)






RAmerican Revolution 1776






RFrench Revolution 1789
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Democratic development: not

linear
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O Nazi regime led by Hitler, Germany
(1934-1945)

O Holocaust
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O Stalin regime, Soviet (1922-1952)
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New World Order

O Fall of Berlin Wall, 1989
O Fall of Soviet Empire, 1990
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Liberal democracy

1. Representative and limited government.
(popular sovereignty)

2. Regular, free and fair, and competitive elections
based on near universal suffrage. (contestation)

3. Individual rights, freedom of expression and
association, are respected (participation)









Authoritarian regime

. Rulers stand above the law and are free
from popular accountability.

. Monopoly of power

—

. The media are controlled.

. There is no freedom of expression and
association.

. Political participation is limited and
discouraged.








http://www.google.co.th/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKiknK3e5scCFcxtjgodR-UI0g&url=http://blog.chron.com/thepeacepastor/2013/11/the-hunger-games-is-an-indictment-of-violence/&psig=AFQjCNEoHlbd4ouLI6jaRNrCfPlJLbJdxQ&ust=1441777608725974�

Representative
democracy

R How does the ordinary people control their
representatives?

representatives










\ give
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Beyond representative democracy:
empowering people!

Rparticipatory democracy

rgoals: struggling for more involvement of

citizens in making decisions and shaping
their own future.



Participation in liberal
democracy

«= Lots of space

R Can take many forms
through various channels
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Patterns of political
participation, by type of

Amount of
participation

Character of
participation

Purpose of
participation

Liberal democracy

Authoritarian
regime

Moderate to high

low

Totalitarian regime high

Mainly voluntary

Manipulated or
forced

State controlled
and forced
participation

To influence who
decides and what
decisions are
reached

To protect rulers’
power and to offer

a democratic
facade

To demonstrate
rulers” power or

express support to
the regime



Democratic transition,
consolidation, and breakdown

R Transition or democratization: from authoritarian rule to
democratic rule (unstable)

R Consolidation: democracy as the “only game in town”

R Breakdown: power back to the unelected, unaccountable
elites

& Democracy is a continuing struggle to give the people as a
whole final authority over the affairs of the state.



Hybrid regime

R Semi-democracy/semi-authoritarianism
R In between
R Mixed elements




Challenges (1)

& Democracy is a demanding
business

& Demanding people to be active
citizens



Challenges (2)

R 4 challenges

1. Incapacity to create economic and social
inequality

2. Incapacity to make their citizens feel their
participation meaningful and effective

3. Incapacity to deliver public goods

4. how to make a balance between social
order and individual freedom



Thai democracy




Timeline

R 1. June 1932: the end of absolute monarchy and
people party’s revolution

R 2. October 14, 1973 : student uprising
R 3. October 6, 1976 : student massacre
R 4. May 1992: middle class protest

R 5. Sep. 2006, 2014: military coup
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revolution in Siam.

R Three students at military colleges, a law student, a
science student, a London barrister, and a deputy at
the Siamese mission in PParis.

R Called themselves Khana ratsadorn or People’s Party

R Pridi Banomyong, then 27 years old, is the
intellectual leader of the group.
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R “the birth of the feeling that in the government at that
time high officials and princes acted according to their
whim and were not willing to pay heed to smaller
jpegalie.
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24 June 1932

R People’s Party (amz5ugs): bureaucrats

R Absolute monarchy -------
Parliamentary democracy

R Constitution, elected government,
parliament, elections,

R Separation of power

R More people participation, but mainly
elite politics
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October 14" uprising

R Student movement as leaders and the support of
middle class

R The collapse of military dictatorship regime (but not
the military intervention)

& The emergence of mass politics
R The intervention of the king
(new role of the king under democratic regime)



Thai Politics (1973-1976)

& New constitution (Oct. 1974)
R Flection
R Weak civilian government

R Extra-parliamentary politics (street politics and protests)
[The years 1973 and 1974 witnessed 501 and 357 strikes]

R Violent confrontation between the leftist and the rightist
movements

® 6 Oct 1976: student massacre & coup
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“Killing a communist is not a sin.”

R “I think we must do this, even though we are Buddhists.
But such killings are not the killing of persons. Because
whoever destroys the nation, religion and monarchy are
not a whole persons, but, evil. Our intention must be not
to kill people but to kill the Devil. It is the duty of all
Thai... It is like when we kill a fish to make curry to
place in the alms bowl for a monk. There is certainly
demerit in killing the fish, but when we place it in the
alms bowl of a monk we gain much greater merit.”
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October 6, 1976
Massacre

R 43 people were killed,
several hundred wounded,
3,000 arrested

R Military coup

R The civilian elected government was ousted; the
constitution, parliament, and political parties were
abolished; and all political gatherings were banned.

R State crime/ violence







Bangkok Post
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The 1991 coup and May
1992 violence

@ welcomed at the outset by the urban middle class.

R The military staged a coup to protect its privileged
position and power, and its self-appointed role to
guide political development.

R They appointed a group of legal experts to draft a
new constitution which restored the military power
to dominate parliament.



May 1992 violence

&R Pro-democracy groups, which comprised of
academics, NGOs, labor activists, student activists,
launched demonstration in May.

R It was supported by the urban middle class

R “mobile phone mob”?

& On 17 May 1992, around 200,000 joined a mass
protest in Bangkok.
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2006 and 2014




The Instability of Thai
Politics

R Since 1932
X 19 coup attempts (13 success)

xR 19 constitutions
R 26 national elections



Vicious Circle/Deadlock

new

military/judiciary constitution
coup

election

unruly (Democrat lose,

protests Thaksin’s allied
~ party win




Current crisis

R deep polarization

(R crisis of legitimacy of all institutions

R transitional period

- Power balance is shifting between different
groups

- No accepted rules of the game

- Socio-economic changes



No rules of the game accept by all
sides




Future: persistence of non-
democratic Thailand

R The junta does not address the root causes of
political conflicts, merely suppress them.

R Building semi-authoritarian regime: weak coalition
government under control of the military

R Army as the dominant power and new ruling elite.

«® Political stagnation or regression. No steadfast
transition towards a full democracy.
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