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Outline 2-3: 
COVID-19 and 
Inequality, 
and related 
issues

• The World inequality
– WIR2022 (Review Lecture2-1) 

https://wir2022.wid.world/executive-
summary/

• Thailand inequality

• COVID-19 and inequality
– Brainstorm activity
– Overview impacts
– Within country

https://wir2022.wid.world/executive-summary/


Thailand Inequality
• Report by NESDC (in Thai) : 

https://www.nesdc.go.th/ewt_dl_link.php?nid=10772

Income share by decile of income 1990, 2000, 2009, 2019

Gini coefficients on income (orange line) vs. asset (blue line) 2013-19

• P90/P10 = 15.95
• Decreasing 

inequality trend 
up to 2019

• Gini (UN data): 
36.4

• Caution: SES data 
cannot capture those 
top1% richest. We likely 
see lower value of 
inequality from the 
data, except that we 
adjust the right tail of 
income distribution

https://www.nesdc.go.th/ewt_dl_link.php?nid=10772


COVID-19 and Inequality

Breakout room activity:
• 15 mins brainstorm

• In what way do you think COVID-19 affect or 
relate to inequality?
– Across countries
– Within country

• Back to main room and present each group 
discussion



COVID-19 and Inequality

New billionaire minted every 26 hours, as 
inequality contributes to the death of one 
person every four seconds
The world’s ten richest men more than 
doubled their fortunes from $700 billion 
to $1.5 trillion —at a rate of $15,000 per 
second or $1.3 billion a day

https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/ten-
richest-men-double-their-fortunes-pandemic-
while-incomes-99-percent-humanity

https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/ten-richest-men-double-their-fortunes-pandemic-while-incomes-99-percent-humanity


COVID-19 and Inequality: Health

In 2020, countries with higher working-age poverty rates were more 

likely to have higher levels of excess mortality for people aged under 

65.

Note: Excess mortality 
is defined as 
the difference in the 
total number of deaths 
in a crisis compared to 
those expected under 
normal conditions. 
COVID-19 excess 
mortality accounts for 
both the total number 
of deaths directly 
attributed to the virus 
as well as the indirect 
impact, such as 
disruption to essential 
health services or 
travel disruptions.



COVID-19 and Inequality: Health

Countries that had higher levels of income inequality for people aged 0–64 in 2019 also 

tended to have higher levels of excess mortality for people aged under 65 in 2020.



https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/covid-19-increasing-global-inequality

COVID-19 and Inequality: Income losses

https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/covid-19-increasing-global-inequality


COVID-19 and Inequality: Income losses

Ref: Box 1.4 WIR2022



COVID-19 and Inequality: 
within country (individual impact)

Relative reduction in the 

COVID-19 mortality rate was 

higher in occupations where 

people are less likely to work 

from home and for those who 

tended to work in shut down 

sectors.



COVID-19 and Inequality: Job related

Ref: https://www.pier.or.th/dp/133/

Job’s characteristics to income decile



COVID-19 and Inequality: Job related

Ref: https://www.pier.or.th/dp/133/



COVID-19 and Inequality: area related

• COVID-19 mortality rates were higher among those from more deprived areas than 

among those from less deprived areas.

• This differential was higher for those aged under 65.



COVID-19 and Inequality: health related



Other aspects of 
COVID-19

• Violence (esp. to female)
• Ethnicity

Another finding: 
Compared with 
UK-born white 
British people, all 
migrants 
from ethnic 
minority 
communities were 
three times more 
likely to experience 
job loss.

https://www.unfpa.org/resources/impact-covid-19-pandemic-family-
planning-and-ending-gender-based-violence-female-genital

https://www.unfpa.org/resources/impact-covid-19-pandemic-family-planning-and-ending-gender-based-violence-female-genital

