	Digging in: mining in Thailand


	A new minerals act will come into force today, intended to boost an old but reliable industry. Mining and quarrying employs 100,000 people, but its share of Thai GDP, at less than 3%, is falling. The new act, which is popular with miners and bureaucrats, speeds up the approval process for licences to 60 days (from as much as five years) and gives provincial governors the power to approve small-scale mining. 

Potash mining may be among the biggest beneficiaries. Thailand exports more farm produce than Africa and sits on the world’s third largest potash deposits. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]But it continues to import fertiliser from abroad, even though potash is an important ingredient of the stuff. Boosting old industries is at odds with the ruling junta’s talk of “Thailand 4.0”: a new era of high-value, high-skill manufacturing. With freedom of expression and assembly sharply restricted, however, developing mines is proving easier than developing minds.



