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Overview
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• There is a recognition of the need to 
improve the status of women and to 
promote their potential roles in 
development 

• Promoting and improving the status of 
women is important not only for 
reasons of equity and social justice but 
also because it makes economic sense 
and is good development practice



Overview
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• Investments in women are 
recognized as crucial to 
achieving sustainable 
development

• As countries undergo rapid 
social and economic change, 
absence of women’s 
participation means that the 
potential contribution of half 
of the population is unutilized

• This signifies an economic loss
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• Low levels of education, poor 
health and nutrition, and 
limited access to resources 
not depresses women’s 
quality of life

• It also limits productivity and 
economic efficiency and 
growth

• Sustainable development 
cannot take place  if women 
are still subject to exclusion, 
discrimination, sexual assault, 
and violence
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Women’s participation 
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• Discrimination against women 
entails costs not only for the 
individual, but also for society 
overall

• It is imperative to promote, 
support, enhance, and ensure 
women’s participation 

• Rewards of development should be 
shared equitably



Capturing benefits of gender inclusiveness
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To capture the benefits of 
gender inclusiveness, 
development programs 
should include measures to:

• expand women’s 
economic 
opportunities

• increase their incomes

• promote 
improvements in 
health and education



Improving access to financial services
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• Contributes to poverty 
reduction 

• Enables women to 
contribute to 
household income and 
family welfare 

• Thereby enabling 
transition out of 
poverty



Economic payoffs in terms of higher growth
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• Women’s 
participation in 
the economy 
improves 
productivity

• Reduces health 
and welfare costs

• Creates a sound 
human resource 
foundation on 
which to build the 
economy



Role of women in government and parliament
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Gender representation 
• Looks at both men and women as 

potential beneficiaries 

• Addresses women’s participation in the 
labor force and in decision making 
processes
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Gender representation
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• Numbers are important; but also 
important is how gender relates to 
policy content, and better 
understanding how women and 
men would benefit

• A gender responsive policy ensures 
that the needs of all citizens, 
women and men, are equally 
addressed



Gender mainstreaming 
the integration  of gender perspectives into the 
preparation, design, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of policies, regulatory measures and 
spending programs

Author’s name

Semester 2 2022 EE463 Globalization and International Development



Aim of gender mainstreaming
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• Promote equality between women 
and men

• Combat discrimination

• Address the issue of 
representation of women and 
men in a given policy area



Reducing inequalities
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• Gender mainstreaming 
seeks to avoid the creation 
or reinforcement of 
inequalities which can have 
adverse effects on both 
women and men



Analysis and action
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• Gender mainstreaming 
implies analyzing the 
existing situation, to 
identify inequalities, 
and develop policies to 
redress these 
inequalities and undo 
the mechanisms that 
caused them



Gender mainstreaming cycle
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Conclusion
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• Improving women’s status is important not 
only for reasons of equity and social justice 
but also because it makes economic sense and 
is good development practice

• To capture the benefits of gender 
inclusiveness, development programs should 
include measures to expand women’s 
economic opportunities; increase their 
incomes and promote improvements in health 
and education



Conclusion
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• Gender representation looks at both men and 
women as potential beneficiaries and addresses 
women’s participation in the labor force and in 
decision making processes

• Gender mainstreaming is the integration  of 
gender perspectives into the preparation, design, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 
policies, regulatory measures and spending 
programs



Conclusion
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• Gender mainstreaming seeks to avoid the creation 
or reinforcement of inequalities which can have 
adverse effects on both women and men
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