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-----------------------------------------------

The reviewer was good in summarizing the research into the main points which were easy to understand and covered all the relevant information.  However, there left some questions about the probable harmful effect of drug DTC advertising method.
From the researcher’s assumption that direct –to-consumer advertising will indirectly lead to the increase in overall demand of statin drug, could it be possible that DTC ads cause the overconsumption of drug in patient that is not need to use it ?  Moreover, suppose this over-consuming patient is insured to health insurance, the overconsumption behavior will lead to the society welfare loss because the money the insurance company pays for the drug is not well-utilized by the patient that is not really need.  Therefore, if this case happens, the transfer payment from insurance strategy is not allocated efficiently and then generates welfare loss instead of benefitting to the society.
The reviewer answered that this situation may not usually occur because the research displays the underused result of statin drug rather that the overused outcome.  Also, since the use of statin drug requires the prescription from physicians, the doctors will act as a gatekeeper to prevent the overuse behavior of patients; for example, before prescribing statin drug, physicians firstly suggest the patients to try to change their lifestyles such as controlling dietary and exercising.     
       
