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Taro Kono, vaccine czar and social media
star, is the front-runner to become Japan’s
Prime Minister
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Taro Kono: the front-runner to become Japan’s
Prime Minister (cont’d)

* On Friday, Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga announced

that he will not stand for reelection in his party’s late-September
elections.

e Suga’s party, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), is the dominant
force in Japanese politics, and the winner of the LDP’s intraparty
election on Sept. 29 is virtually guaranteed to become Japan’s

next Prime Minister when Japan votes in its general election,
which must be held before Nov. 28.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

* Fumio Kishida, 64, a former foreign minister who was once seen as
the likely successor to former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, officially
declared his candidacy last week before Suga stepped down.

* Sanae Takaichi, 60, a staunch conservative and former minister of
internal affairs, has signaled that she would like to become Japan’s
first-ever female Prime Minister.

* One leading contender, former defense minister Shigeru Ishiba, 64,

hinted on Monday that he may not have enough support to mount
a campaign for the position.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

* In a nationwide survey conducted by Japan’s Kyodo News over the
weekend, 31.9% of over 1,000 Japanese voters said Kono was their
top pick to become Japan’s next Prime Minister.

* Meanwhile, 26.6% of voters supported Ishiba’s candidacy, while
18.8% said they would vote for Kishida.

* Kono also narrowly emerged as the top choice to lead the LDP in
a Nikkei Asia survey last week.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

* The winner of the LDP election may ultimately come down to the
candidate who best navigates the LDP’s internal factions.

 Butatthe moment Kono, a fluent English speaker and social
media star, appears to be in pole position to become the next
Prime Minister.

* Like many LDP politicians, Kono comes from a long line of Japanese
politicians.

* He hails from a wealthy farming family in Kanagawa Prefecture, just
south of Tokyo.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

* His great-grandfather, Jihei Kono, served as chairman of the
prefectural assembly.

* His grandfather, Ichiro Kono, was a member of the Diet, Japan’s

national legislature, and a key political power broker in the postwar
era.

* Kono’s father, Yohei Kono, served as president of the LDP, speaker

of Japan’s House of Representatives, and deputy prime minister
from 1994 to 1995.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

e Kono left Japan in 1982 at the age of 19.

* He attended Suffield Academy, a small preparatory school in
Connecticut, and later enrolled at Georgetown University, where
he studied comparative politics.

* During his years at Georgetown, Kono worked for Democratic Sen.
Alan Cranston of California and Sen. Richard Shelby of Alabama
(then a Democrat).

 He studied abroad at the Warsaw School of Economics in Poland.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

* After graduating from Georgetown in 1985 with a bachelor of

science degree in foreign service, Kono worked briefly for Fuji Xerox
in Singapore.

* Later he joined Nippon Tanshi, a supplier of electric components to
Toyota Motor among other manufacturers.

* He was elected to Japan’s House of Representatives in 1996 from a
district adjacent to his father’s in Kanagawa.

* He has since been reelected eight times and continues to hold the
seat today.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

* Kono’s social media savvy has also given him a boost, especially
among young LDP members and the wider population.

e At 2.3 million followers, his Twitter account has more followers than
any other Japanese politician including Shinzo Abe, who served as
Japan’s Prime Minister from 2012 to 2020.

* “It's not just that he has a big following, it’s how he uses the
medium,” says Tobias Harris, a Japan expert at the Center for

American Progress. “He shares goofy fan art. He replies to people. He
is willing to laugh at himself.”

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



Taro Kono: the front-runner to become
Japan’s Prime Minister (cont’d)

* Kono’s main selling point may
commandeering Japan throug

* Suga appointed Kono to spear
in January, and it has emergec

be his professed competence in
n the COVID-19 pandemic.

nead Japan’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout

as a bright spot in an otherwise

deteriorating COVID-19 response.

* By April, Japan had administered COVID-19 vaccine doses to roughly
1% of its population, lagging places like the U.S., which, at the time,

had provided at least one shot

to over 40% of its population.

* Now 48% of Japan has been fully vaccinated, one of the highest

vaccination rates in Asia.

Source: https://fortune.com/2021/09/07/taro-kono-japan-prime-minister-covid-vaccine-social-media/



L

o] Home

#H Explore

L) Notifications
9 Messages
[ Bookmarks
E LUists

& Profile

@ More

¢« KONOTaro®

8 Tweets

KONO Taro &

@&konotaromp

Minigter for Administrative Affairs; Former Defenze Minister; Formar Foreign

Minister; Member, House of Reprezantstives of Japen.

© Tokyo, Japan &

taro.org [ Joined January 2010
160 Foliowing  49.1K Followers

Nat followed by anyone you're follow

Tweets Tweets & replies Media

KONO Taro § @konotaromp - Aug 28
Recording of the sudiobook.

KONO Taro @ @konotaromp - Aug 27
Number of people vaccinated agsinst COVID-18.

Number of people vaccinaled
against COVID-19, Aug 25, 2021

o Add country

B People fully vacdnated against COVID-19
B People only partly vaccinated against COVID-19

- — L

Likes

Q) search Twitter

You might like

Viktor Huszar §
eviktorHuszart

B Promoted

ASAR G
2konotaragomame
RAUR O
2moteging

Show more

Trends for you
K-pop - Trending
#JENNIE

96K Tweets

#Lazeds99%aaRalle W@

L3zads5.9 uusuAanuss udanails 90%+ Aa

wieanathng! +Tulagaila!

B Promoted by Lazada Thaitand

Trending in Thailand
F#EFMFandomxSAYLALISA
241K Tweets

Trending in Thaiand
#Flnunula

9,381 Tweets

K-pop - Trending
#Shopeeglthauda:

A2K Tweets

Show more




@ 2 @ © # ® €

Do

®

Home
Explore
Notifications
Messages
Bookmarks
Lists

Profile

More

Tweet

&«

KONO Taro @

556 Tweet:

Q a8 13 47 O 288

KONO Taro @ @konaotaromp - Aug 27
Number of peopie vaccinsted ageinst COVID-1S.

Number of people vaccinated
against COVID-19, Aug 25. 2021

OAdd country

B People fully vaccnated against COVID-19
B People only partly vaccinated against COVID-19

Ly _ R

Q 50 13 148 Q w2 &

KONO Taro @ @konataromp - Aug 27
Daily COVID-18 vaccine doses administerad per 100 people.

Daily COVID-19 vaccine doses
administered per 100 people, Aug

25, 2021

Shown is the roling 7-day average per 100 p
population, For vaccines that require multiple ¢
ose i counted.

( unear ] LOG OAddcwntry

- _ R e

Q 1w 1z Q 18 Q,

Who to follow

Viktor Huszar
EViktorHuszar

Chairman & Co-founder of &
Promoted

eqball #WondisCurved

ABAEQ

@konctarogomame

SRESMRETS L T - L AARTSEEREE- T L AsSR
13 konotaromp for tweets in English.

ro.org

MOFA of Japan
@mofalapan_en

™ Jspen government organization
Weicome to the official Twitter of the Ministry of Foreign Affaire of Japan!
The Social Media Moderstion Policy is below. mofs.go.jp/p_pd/ipr/pege2

L=
_—
—3
=

-
.—
=
el
=
e
—

You might like
Viktor Huszar @ @
ktorHuazar

B Promoted

ASAR O

@konotsrogomame
‘ BAUF O

emoteging

Show more

Trends for you @
K-pop - Trending e
#IENNIE

96K Tweets

#Lazada99aaRalle W@

L323085.9 ULSUAARLSY whannTys 0%+ Aa
wiannf ! +Tudagaila!

B Promoted by Lazada Thailand

Trending in Thatand
#EFMFandomxSAYLALISA
241K Tw

Trending in Thaitand
#Flngnls

9,381 Tweets

K-pop + Trending ane
#Shopeeglliaudas

32K Tweets

Show more




@ 230 O # © €

Do

®

& ©nstcomell

¢« KONO Taro@

1,556

DEFERE

Home Wondertul to mest with Minister Kono to discuss U.S.-Japan cocoperation
on COVID-18 veccination and edministretive reform. Happy 10 work with
@konctaromp to further edvance the #USJapenAliiance. = v @
Explore
Notifications
Messages
Bookmarks
Lists
Profile
Q 10 1 O a3 4
More
KONO Taro ) @konotaromp - Aug 13
Emergancy Westhar Warnings in effect.
Tweet
me.go.jp/boasi/map.htm
me.go.jp/jma/indexa.ntm
Q 7 22 Q 46 &
KONO Taro §§ @konotaromp - Aug 7
Deily COVID-19 vaccine doses sdministered per 100 people.
Daily COVID-19 vaccine doses
administered per 100 people, Aug
0. 2021
Shown is the rolling 7-day average per 100 peopl the tota
pulation. For vaccines that requir witple dos each individual
[ UNEAR | 10G o Add country
France — 0.79 180 1.
(:l 21 11 4s -\';n 3 :,
KONO Taro @ @konotaromp - Aug 7
Number of people vaccinsted ageinst COVID-18.
Number ol people vaccinated
against COVID-19, Aug 6, 2021
cAdd country
B People fully vaccinated against COVID-19
B People only partly vaccinated against COVID-19
natcornell

e
United States

Q. search Twitter

You might like

Trends for you &
K-pop - Trending e
#JENNIE

Viktor Huszar @
SviktorHuszan

& Promoted

ABAB @

@konotarogomame

EAGER G

@moteging

96K Tweets

#Lazadz99aanaile W
L823039.9 UUSUARRLSY wEINATUS 80%+ Aa
wianadh ! +ludagaile:

B Promoted by Lazada Thailand

Trending in Thaitand
FEFMFandomxSAYLALISA

241K Tweets

Trending an Thakand
#lnunla

9,381 Tweets

K-pop - Trending
#Shopeesoiiaudar

32K Tweets

Coolie Palicy

er, Inc.




Home

Explore

v
1G]
H
L\ Notifications
&8 Messages
[ Bookmarks
B

Lists

& Profile

) More

« AFARG

24 5K Twee

IS ARG

@kongtarogomeme

amazonlF &

mREEmE AT T TATISEEIERE-S v ASSR moon
e taromp for tweets in Englieh.
OF-)-- 00 2 [ Joined Janusry 2010
986 Following 2.3M Followsrs
Not followed by anyone you're following
Tweaets Tweets & replies Media Likes
# Pinned Tweet
HB AR @ Skonotarogomame - Aug 4
ETTECAED S (PHEES) ¥ X efl amazon.cojp/dp/d

ES S

?

QO search Twitter

You might like

“ Visit Wunhan
e @visit_wuhan

B Promoted

a EEE=0

@abeshinzo

3 ZESH O
@kantei

; OZoRFERR

Show more

Trends for you &

K-pop - Trending e
#JENNIE

10K Tweets

#Lazads99%aaRalle W@
Lszads9.9 uusunaruss udanatus 90%+ Aa
wenntning +anlageils:

B Promoted by Lazada Thailand

Trending in Thailand e
#EFMFandomxSAYLALISA

247K Tw

Trending in Thakand e
#lnunula

9.977 Tweets

Trending in Thatland e
#eTIUNT

9,338 Tweets

Show more




| Truc Soldicr
ﬂnn._nam:

o A




» s ATAB G

SEIiZ
==

19.5K Likes

@

=S

a GAOCHI(Z4f%) =
. Re|




