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 World wide network- the country’s sole agency with network offices in every 
province of Thailand (76 provinces) and in every region around the world  
 

 Promote and facilitate free and fair trade - Determine to continue generating 
income for the country, assist farmers, take care of the people’s costs of living, 
protect consumers, promote exports and guard the trade interests of the 
country 
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Global 
Dynamics 

Domestic 
Dynamics 

IN MAKING POLICY RECOMMENDATION,  

WE REALIZE THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS AND LINKAGE 
AT BOTH NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVEL  

Note: BOT = Bank of Thailand, MOF = Ministry of Finance, MOI = Ministry of Industry, MOA = Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, 
MOL = Ministry of Labour, MOFA = Ministry of Foreign Affairs 



The real history of globalisation 



Free trade? 



Free vs Protectionist trade 



Family Tree of Trade Models 
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อตุสาหกรรมทารก (Infant industry) 



This is how we should develop our industry 





International Negotiations of Trade Policy 

 Multilateral negotiations mobilize exporters to support 

free trade if they believe export markets will expand. 

 This support would be lacking in a unilateral push for free 

trade. The multilateral approach counteracts the support for 

restricted trade by import-competing groups. 



International Negotiations of Trade Policy 

10-15 

 Multilateral negotiations also help avoid a trade war 
between countries, where each country enacts trade 
restrictions. 

 A trade war could result if each country has an incentive 
to adopt protection, regardless of what other countries do.  

 All countries could enact trade restrictions, even if it is in the 
interest of all countries to have free trade. 

 Countries need an agreement that prevents a trade war or 
eliminates the protection from one. 



The Problem of Trade Warfare 



 



World Trade Organization 

 In 1947, a group of 23 countries began trade 

negotiations under a provisional set of rules that 

became known as the General Agreement on Tariffs 

and Trade, or GATT. 

 In 1995, the World Trade Organization, or WTO, 

was established as a formal organization for 

implementing multilateral trade negotiations (and 

policing them). 



 

WHO : NEW DG? 640 STAFF 

 

WHEN : 1st JANUARY 1995 

 

WHERE : GENEVA,SWITZERLAND 

 

HOW : URUGUAY ROUND  OF NEGOTIATIONS  

 

WITH : 164 MEMBER COUNTRIES, AFGANISTAN INDUCTED IN JULY 2016 

 

MEANS : 197 MILLION SWISS FRANCS (209 MILLION USD) in 2019 

 

GENEVA 



CENTRE WILLAM RAPPARD 

AN INSIDE VIEW  



WTO 

Organization 

Structure 
Source: wto.org 



Six main parts of Uruguay Round of 

Multilateral Trade Negotiations 



Why is the WTO important? 

 It is a forum for trade negotiations. 

 It helps to settle trade disputes. 

 It conducts regular reviews of individual countries’ trade 

policies to ensure transparency. 

 



Principles of WTO 

Most Favoured Nation 
(MFN) 

National Treatment (NT) 

Prohibition of Quantitative 
Restrictions (Quotas) 

Tariff Bindings  

Core 
Principles of 

WTO 



Preferential Trading Agreements 

 Preferential trading agreements are trade agreements between 

countries in which they lower tariffs for each other but not for 

the rest of the world. 

 Under the WTO, such discriminatory trade policies are 

generally not allowed: 

 Each country in the WTO promises that all countries will pay tariffs no 

higher than the nation that pays the lowest: called the “most favored 

nation” (MFN) principle. 

 An exception is allowed only if the lowest tariff rate is set at zero.  



 



Thailand’s FTAs 





Steps required for CPTPP Accession 

Obtain 
cabinet 
approval to 
negotiate 

Conduct 
negotiations 

Obtain cabinet 
approval of the 
agreement 

Referendum 

Parliamentary 
approval 
(Ratification) 

We are here 

CPTPP 

becomes 

binding 



Major concerns of Thailand’s accession to 

CPTPP 

Public access 
to affordable 

medicine 

Government 
procurement 

Farmers 
banned from 

planting newly 
developed 

plant varieties 

Intellectual 

Property 

Rights 



Types of Intellectual Properties covered in 

TRIPS Agreeement 
In

te
lle

ct
u
al

 p
ro

p
e
rt

ie
s 

Copyrights and 
related rights 

Trademarks 

Geographical 
Indications (GI) 

Industrial Designs 

Patents 

Methods for treatment of 
humans or animals 

Plants and animals other 
than microorganisms 

Biological processes for 
the production of plants 
or animals other than 

non-biological and 
microbiological processes 

Layout Designs of 
Integrated circuits 

Undisclosed 

information 

May exclude 

However, plant 

varieties shall 

be protected by 

patents or by 

effective sui 

generis 

system 

Plant Variety 

Protection Act  

BE 2542 (1999) 



UPOV 1991 

CPTPP member countries shall 

ratify or accede to all of  these 

agreements including UPOV 

1991 – International 

Convention for the Protection 

of New Varieties of Plants. 



Farmers are prohibited from doing all these 

Farmers can save seeds of 

newly developed plant 

varieties to grow 

subsequent crops as long as 

they do so on their own 

acreage. 



Exhaustion of breeder’s right 

Breeder’s right is 

exhausted once the 

seeds are sold or 

marketed by the 

breeder. So Farmers 

have a right to reuse 

the seeds as long as the 

act does not involve 

further propagation. 



Access to affordable medicine 

Article 31 TRIPS (Re-affirmed by Doha Declaration on Public Health). 

provides that government, or third party authorized by the government, may 

use the subject matter of a patent without the authorization of the right 

holder (Compulsory licensing) and is free to determine grounds for 

compulsory licenses, given that, 

• Negotiations to obtain a license on reasonable terms and conditions 

from the patent holder failed 

• National emergency or other circumstance of extreme urgency or in 

cases of public non-commercial use 

• To remedy anti-competitive practices and the problem of non-working 

of patents 



Access to affordable medicine 



Access to affordable medicine 



Access to affordable medicine 

 

Doesn’t include 

chapter 18 on 

IP which means 

the compulsory 

licensing cannot 

be used as a 

ground for non-

violation 

complaint. 



Government Procurement 

Under the CPTPP,  Vietnam will open their government procurement with high 

thresholds of up to 2,800 million baht for construction services during a transitional 

period of up to 25 years! 

Note: 1 SDR = THB 43.23 



Economic Impact of Biden’ s Presidency 

 Rule-based trade policy 

 Trade war is still a matter of concern but the US stance 

will be less aggressive. 

 WTO reform:  New Director-General Election and the 

appointment of Appellate Body members 

 GSP: US may be more generous. 





 



 



The Fourth Industrial Revolution 

 



Technological Impact on Digital Trade 

 
Platform economy 

Electronic-retail  

(E-tail) 

Big data and data 

exchange 

Servicification 

SMEs 

Cyber-security 



New Era of Trade 

 


