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Research Question

WHAT IS THE CURRENT 
POVERTY SITUATION IN 

CAMBODIA ?

WHAT ARE THE BEST WAYS TO 
IMPROVE THE SITUATION?
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Defining Poverty
● Poverty is multidimensional
● When measuring and evaluating poverty levels, there 

are two kinds of poverty that can be taken into account
○ Absolute Poverty
○ Relative Poverty
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ABSOLUTE POVERTY
A fixed, global standard that 
represents when household 
incomes are below a certain level, 
which make it impossible for a 
person or family to meet the basic 
necessities of life. This standard is 
set by the World Bank at $1.90 
USD.
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“Survival”



RELATIVE POVERTY

A changeable kind of poverty that 
depends on the country’s income 
and economic growth. It is in 
regards to when households 
receive ~50% less than average 
household incomes and are able 
to afford the necessities, but are 
excluded from society when it 
comes to a decent standard of 
living.
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“Exclusion”



Why Did We Choose Poverty ?
● Poverty is still major 

concern in Cambodia.
● Issues like hunger, illness 

and thirst are both causes 
and effects of poverty.

● Poverty is constraint that 
prevent the country from 
development in many 
aspects such as, poor 
education, no access to 
job, and lack of reserve. 
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Then, Why Did We Choose Cambodia?
●  Consistent high growth rate, yet still one 

of the poorest countries in the world
● Ranked 85/113 countries in global food 

security index
○ 2nd worst out of ASEAN countries

● Riel is the 10th weakest currency
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Literature Review:
What Research Has Been Done?
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METHODOLOGY 
● Research about the current poverty situation in Cambodia

○ What policies are already set in place to help reduce poverty?

● Absolute poverty 
○ Indicators: headcount index (2003-2012), food security, access to clean water, access to 

shelter 

● Relative poverty
○ Indicators: education, cost of living, health (infant mortality rate, life expectancy, maternal 

healthcare, vaccinations)

● We will look at these factors from recent years and analyze the trends 
(increasing, decreasing?) 

● Then we will propose possible solutions based on the data we find
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Indicators of Absolute Poverty
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Headcount Index
It calculated by taking the total number of people in 

a country who fall below a predetermined income 

level and dividing this figure by the total 

population. In other words, It is simply the 

percentage of the population that falls below the 

official poverty line. Poverty Headcount Ratio at 

National Poverty Lines: Rural: % of Rural Population 

data was reported at 20.800 % in Dec 2012. This 

records a decrease from the previous number of 

23.600 % for Dec 2011. 
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Food Security
● Global food security 

index created by The 
Economist Intelligence 
Unit

● Included 113 countries
● Three categories:

○ Affordability
○ Availability 
○ Quality and safety

● As of October 2018, 
rank 85 globally, 9th in 
ASEAN
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Access To Clean Water

Bad sanitation, for example, makes it easier to 
spread around a diseases, lack of clean water 
make people more vulnerable to the diseases
 
Approximately 4 million people out of the total 
population in Cambodia lack access to safe 
water, and 6 million lack access to improved 
sanitation. With approximately 80 percent of 
Cambodians living in rural areas, poor access to 
safe water and sanitation disproportionately 
affects its rural communities.

13



14



Shelter ● Habitat for humanity 
○ Many Cambodian 

families are hovering just 
above the poverty line of 
the US $1.25 a day. 

○ ¾ of the population still 
live on less than  US $3 a 
days

● Housing needs
○ The estimated at least 10 

million of cambodians 
are in need of decent 
housing.
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Indicators of Relative Poverty
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Multidimensional 
Poverty Index
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Source: Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative (OPHI)



Education : Literacy Rate

18https://knoema.com/atlas/Cambodia/topics/Education/Literacy/Adult-literacy-rate

Of the population



Education : Enrollment Rate
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https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.PRM.ENRR?end=2017&locations=KH&start=1997

% of eligible children



Education : Drop-Out Rate
20

https://tradingeconomics.com/cambodia/drop-out-rate-from-grade-1-of-lower-secondary-general-education-male-percent-wb-data.html

Drop-out rate from Grade 1 of lower secondary general education

Dropout Rate by Grade: 2009/10 in %

http://schooldropoutprevention.com/country-data-activities/cambodia/

https://tradingeconomics.com/cambodia/drop-out-rate-from-grade-1-of-lower-secondary-general-education-male-percent-wb-data.html
http://schooldropoutprevention.com/country-data-activities/cambodia/


Health: Care & Well-Being

● Poverty and poor health are 
inextricably linked.

● Poverty is a major cause of 
poor health and a barrier to 
accessing health care when 
needed, while poor health is 
also a major cause of poverty.

21



Mortality Rates
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For Reference...
23



Life Expectancy at Birth, total (years)
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Current Health Expenditure Per Capita
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Quality of Life Index
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Cost of Living



Purchasing Power Index
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Cost of Living
28



29

Economic Growth of 
Cambodia



GDP per 
Capita (PPP)
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● We will look at the data for each indicator individually and see 
general trends 
○ For example: has the headcount index been decreasing or increasing 

within the past 10 years?
● Then we will look at the policies already set in place to combat 

poverty in Cambodia (both nationally and internationally)
● Look at other countries that have worked through the similar 

issues that Cambodia is facing
● Propose policies/reforms to alleviate poverty
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What Are Our Next Steps?



Thank You
Any questions?
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