
Epic of Gilgamesh 
 
1. Gilgamesh of Uruk, the greatest king on earth, two-thirds god and one-third 

human, is the strongest super-human who ever existed. When his people complain 
that he is too harsh, the goddess of creation Aruru creates the wild-man Enkidu, a 
worthy rival as well as distraction. Enkidu is tamed by the seduction of priestess 
Shamhat. 

2. Enkidu challenges Gilgamesh. After a mighty battle, Gilgamesh breaks off from 
the fight. Gilgamesh proposes an adventure in the Cedar Forest to kill a demon. 

3. Gilgamesh and Enkidu prepare to adventure to the Cedar Forest, with support 
from many including the sun-god Shamash. 

4. Gilgamesh and Enkidu journey to the Cedar Forest. 

5. Gilgamesh and Enkidu, with help from Shamash, kill Humbaba, the demon 
guardian of the trees, then cut down the trees which they float as a raft back to 
Uruk. 

6. Gilgamesh rejects the sexual advances of Anu's daughter, the goddess Ishtar. 
Ishtar asks her father to send the "Bull of Heaven" to avenge the rejected sexual 
advances. Gilgamesh and Enkidu kill the bull. 

7. The gods decide that somebody has to be punished for killing the Bull of Heaven, 
and they condemn Enkidu. Enkidu becomes ill and describes the Netherworld as 
he is dying.  

8. Gilgamesh delivers a lamentation for Enkidu. 

9. Gilgamesh sets out to avoid Enkidu's fate (death) and makes a perilous journey to 
visit Utnapishtim and his wife, the only humans to have survived the Great Flood, 
who were granted immortality by the gods, in the hope that he too can attain 
immortality. Along the way, Gilgamesh encounters the alewyfe Siduri who 
attempts to dissuade him from his quest. 

10. Gilgamesh punts across the Waters of Death with Urshanabi, the ferryman. 

11. Gilgamesh meets Utnapishtim, who tells him about the great flood and reluctantly 
gives him a chance for immortality. He tells Gilgamesh that if he can stay awake 
for six days and seven nights he will become immortal. However, Gilgamesh falls 
asleep and Utnapishtim tells his wife to bake a loaf of bread for every day he is 
asleep so that Gilgamesh cannot deny his failure. When Gilgamesh wakes up, 
Utnapishtim decides to tell him about a plant that will rejuvenate him. 
Utnapishtim tells Gilgamesh that if he can obtain the plant from the bottom of the 
sea and eat it he will be rejuvenated, be a younger man again. Gilgamesh obtains 
the plant, but doesn't eat it immediately because he wants to share it with other 
elders of Uruk. He places the plant on the shore of a lake while he bathes and it is 
stolen by a snake. Gilgamesh, having failed both chances, returns to Uruk, where 
the sight of its massive walls provokes him to praise this enduring work of mortal 
men. Gilgamesh realizes that the way mortals can achieve immortality is through 
lasting works of civilization and culture. 


