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X@mml ﬁlequalily in Thai’s educational system.

Inequality is related to the difference in quality of life among different societies
which can be shown as poverty. From the research, 9.9 percent of thai population live
under the poverty line. Poverty gap in Thailand rises disproportionately among children.
Children who were raised in poverly likely have higher rates of lower income and
incarceralion due to nol receiving enough education lewet” There are many [aclors that
cause the inequality that affect the education system in Thailand such as Thai government
and private sectors. The factors that cause global poverty are inequality and access
marginalization,conflict, hunger or malnutrition, poor health system, no exeess to clea V"'k
water,élimate change$, lack of education, poor public works and infrastructure,’l(ko;]/
government support and jobs. First, inequality and marginalization are all aboul economic
and social inequalitics with the combi alion of vulnerabilily and hazards. The cycle of
poverty would become better with ﬂﬁi(::ﬁr%bination. Second, conflict is a word of violence
that has a huge impact on communities. For example, female-headed households are where
women get a lower paying rate and are not included in community decisions. Third, hunger
can cause poverty if the workers bav€lack of energy and theycannot go to work because of
sickness. Fourth, a weak healthcare system can make poverty worse. If there is a disease in
the community, they would need money to take care of themselP%cpecially therewillbe aceeSs
additional money for the long distance from their place to the doctor. Fifth, no to
hygienic water or poor water infrastructure. People need to spend their time to get water

W mey can use that time to go to work instead. Sixth, climate change can create

hunger which would lead to poverty like in the third example. Seventh, lack of education
comes logether with the lack of money. Education is the first step foeses Lo geljobs and
survive. So, education can help with poverty. Eighth, poor public works and infrastructure
such as poor roads, poor transportation in the city make it harder to 2o to work or go to
school. Not only take time, but also cause you money. That keeps the poverty in families.
Last, lack of government support and jobs. Not every government can give support such as
food ;money ,or healthcare Lo all (heir population which will keep poverly in the
communities. Also, no job equal'lo no money. People will face poverly. From reasons of

. poverty that are written above shows that the lackness of education can cause poverty. Also,

poverty can make inequality in society include education.
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Graph 1 shows the share of the worldwide population which is in poverty explain about

_ber-capila household income and Ginni cocfficients of inequality from the Swedish (_,\z,@(
foundation Gapminder. The y-axis de_tggmine’s the percentage of poverty and x-axis shows -
the years. AN av%—e_s
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As we see in the graph above, poverty decreased slowly in the nineleenth cenlury and w
decreased by three percent points to less than one percent poinl every yﬁears. Next, [rom
1850 to 1990 poverty has fallen constantly with a fall of more than thirty-four percent
points every year inthe periocF of world waf, Lastrpoverty dropgTapidly but cannot drop to
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Gini coefficients were being applied Lo calculate the differences between the genuine
dispensation of educational attainment and flawless equality to numerically approach the
rank of inequality established in the education system in Thailand with the use of decades
of educational attainment. In contrast to the previous findings which calculates the degree
of inequality established in education by aggregating macro-level data , our group decided
to disaggregate micro-level dala instead. The upside of the micro level data is thal it is
more accurale and detailed when measuring the actual degree of educational inequalily.
The number of education Gini coefficients of the entire nation is 0.349. When considering
this in alocal tier, the Gini coefficients range from o.272 in Nonthaburi and 0.521 in Mae /
Hong Son. It can be conveyed from our findings that the nearer a province is to Bangkok
metropolis, the greater equality in education there will be. On the contrary, Samut Sakhon
is the only province that contradicls the data. Even Lhwugh it is located not far from
Bangkok, the education is nol equally dlsp;;nscd Accordingly, the education system in the
northern part of Thailand is m eSpecially in the border provinces. Aside from
that, school is an aspect thaducatmnal inequality at a egloflal level. Our group
figured out that the average years of education at school was nwzigﬁgly%onnected with
unequal education that children received in a pessimistic way. However, that does not
include Thailand’s northern provinces. To clarify, the northern and southern parts of
Thailand display the magnitude of coefficient of average years of schooling to be twice that
of Central Thailand. This paper implies that the Thai government should focus and place
more emphasis on the adjustment of the scope of distribution as follows: lowering the
overall quantity of people that are unable to receive sufficient education and increase the
educational completion of people from primary to secondary school. On a regional scale,
the policies associated with the expansion of education in order lo reach educalional equity
is only being undergone in the central parts of Thailand excluding the northern and
southern regions. A recommendation for the Government to make use of the different
strategies in different regions would prove to be efficient. Consequently, the Thai
government should raise awareness on solving these societal issues which directly
correlated to the Lopic of educational imbalance in our country.
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Identifiention-efthe Koy issues regarding ll%incqualily inﬁailand.

Today, there are 7.33 millions students in Thailand but we found that 3.6 millions or
49.45% of them are at a disadvantage ofbeing-studied, about 3.5 millions of the
disadvantaged children have poverty issues and 13,173 of the disadvantaged children are
orphans elc. As we can see, the ratio between Lhe disadvantagcgaﬁi advantag(ﬁ‘studcnts arc
almost half and hall. We can not deny the [act that inequalily in Thailand's education
system has become one of the main problems. Moreover, during the COVID-19 situation,
we can see that the inequality in the educ: E\%I} ‘%ore clearly; eﬁrﬂschools have closed and
taught via the online platforms v‘;hich’so e group;.iof students don’t have any trouble with
online studying due to they are fully equipped with all the online study equipment such as
laptop, lablel elc. In contrast, there are the groups of students who are not ready for online
O study not only the study equipment but also Lhe slatus, some are in Lthe poverty class, they
have something to do more than study such as help their family’s business which can
reduce the efficiency of study and it would be very difficult to elevate their status without
study; leading these students faced against the poverty again and again in their future.
In 2020, we found that over 500,000 of Thai students have fallen from the Thailand
education system and aboul 2,000,000 students have a high chance of being left oul by this
education system too, surely, the trend won't stop at this number. As far aswe are realond
concerned, we see the 3 factors which are the mainmmadvantaged .Hau,[r

/mm out of the education system. The first factor is poverty, according to the World
Bank poverty rate report, Thailand poverty trend has sharply increased in the last three

ol € years and Thailand is the only country in ASEAN that had an increase in poverty rate in

IF‘H' various limes since 2000, moreover, almost 10% of the population in Thailand has the
average income lower than 60 haht per day. If we bring that number to calculated for the
cost of education, it absolutely won’t cover all the educationaks cost."Poverty is the first
factor which interrupts the disadvantaged students from study and leads to the other
problems. The second factor is the distance, Thailand’s Educational Management In
Highland And Remote Area has found the school in the rural arca which 1,190 of these
schools arc on the plateau or on the mountain and about 124 schools are on the island: il
can caused the chance for disadvantaged students to stop study at school, some of these
students has to walk to school for more than 20 kilometers and walk through the river or
mountain, these struggled can leading these students to give up from study and finally the
chance of being educated is far away from them. The last factor is being orphaned, In
Thailand the number of the disadvantaged students who are orphaned are around 200,000
people. Even though, this factor doesn’t have a direcl effect on these studenls bl il can
create a huge pressure on the students because they are not raised by their parents which
can make them lack warmth and affection. In the end this factor canlead them to have a T4 \A\«Qly
High-ehaneese-be interested in the negative /tbmﬁ such as drugs or alcohols then turn their ,\,,D

back on education. h \ ce
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teacher but in Thailand this job is

not admired as other countries do. Nowaday, every yeAr Thailand has more than 12,000

graduatey as g teachef but only about 3-4 thousandg Wwork as a teacher. Being a teacher in

Thailand is not honored as they have avery low salary compared Lo the duly they haseteve ¥ 4
ssponsible. Due Lo th&; problem, iHeads-te ﬁfack of leachers in Thailand. From the

Information System for Equitable Education (ISEE), the data shows that there are only

353,611 teachers in Thailand and the ratio of teacher and student is 1 teacher per 19

students. Also, most of the teachers have no academic standing. F&m Having alow s lalqr'y

which starts from 15,000, hi courages people to work as“‘[jﬁteacher. They havea’jo i

: leaching but some even have Lo work as an assistanl clerical officer in the school *

W also they have Lo Leach on the subject that they are nol professional al because Lhe teacher

is insufficient in the school. According to the problem of the lecturers, it leads to the quality
of the education and the student. The teachers will cluster only in the good school or high
paid salary but for the Wa? there are not enough teachers and that leads to the
inequality in Thai’s education. v w& ad fepwt e

Moreover, Lhe standard of education system or schools can not support all of the
students. The inequality between city schools and the rural schools has seermeore W A ,ev’\ﬂ-J\
significantly. Nowaday7education is easier to access but the trend of inequality of the
education quality is increasing as most of the rural area schools are lacking the readiness in
educational resources and the educational personnel. According to the data from 2018,
Thailand has more than 30,000 schools all over the country but there are about 30% that ¢o0
have a problem. The major problem is M Clectricily? there are abo@ﬁm o 5
not have enough electricity and 15 schools that have no electricity, Wi electricity, the 5009
student has difficulty to access better technology and information. Also, the internet is one
of the most important things for education but more than 200 schools can not access the
internet which leads the student to lose the opportunity to reach a wider information. Due
Lo the COVID-19, /Lb(schooflhat ha‘s}(ﬁao’ugh resoyrces can easily onlineduri
lockdown but on the other hand,}h( schoolthal l}}a\?ﬁ}ﬁﬂcrna or gven electricily has U
close the school and the student can not study during the outbreak./Having a COVID-19 i

emphasizing the inequality of the standard of the education betweedn hig school in a city
and small school in a rural area.
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The reasoning and the education inequalily policies

economic trap that can move the country to ¢ : , Thailand is
undergoing the lransformation by the lead of the poticy, while mformatlon and

communication technology play%he major role. This has-pr ovei that in order to transform,

learning new technology is the key. Furtherexplaims-that education is ORE @ @f-t:he-paf-ts in
the process of transformation. Ttl/@ 74'7‘ nl A np it 2 Jen ed

Education plays a major role in producing high quality workers with high

performances. Vichian Puncreobutr (2016, Education 4.0 : new challenge of learning) has

mentioned that to attain the success of Thailand 4.0 would be delivering knowledge to
people and the future generation. o

the government spending incréased on education to increase access to secondary and

]W

Yet, the deeper view of the current situation in the educational point is that even if ! Y NnLe-

tertiary education compared to before. The education outcomes are still falling behind

/

competition to other countries that results in low ranked educalion in Asia. These

outcomes show that Thai students lack the mathematics and science basics that students
from other countries would learn on their general school curricula. That can overall affect \g(\’ e

the economic circumstances as there are skilled labor shortage and few business start-ups
from the newly graduates. Furthermore, Habig (2017) has mentioned that due to the less
communication and collaborative working between universities and industry also cause

negalive economic fmpact. @ncludc‘ﬁt the two core problems are poor quality of

education and education inequality that resulls m” OUtCOIMES.
Education inequality is the fundamental where Thai people are facing

Uﬂ$ﬂ"\.‘FUC/}W7

where it can be caused from the economic gap among the country. Jon Fernquest (2017) has

W

stated that due to the low level of Thailand’s education compared to the global average
standard, it is stimulating to increase inequality in the educational field.
This inequality has induced by the majority of the students are left behind from

the

education system which was rescarch focusing on active learning students from various

schools which these found to be very less in numbers compared to the total number of

participating students. From the background, where parents are not forcing their kids to

participate in school. This would delay the achievement of Thailand 4.0 and precipitate
obstacles towards preparation of competitive workers for Thailand 4.0.

Researchers support thal different schools have a different classroom system and
management. Teachers’ attitude toward Leaching and capacily of schools leads to a
knowledge delivery system, With a size of school that means they have alot of enrolled

students and it is related to the education budget, therefore, it seems big schools will have

more budget to spend in the system compared to small schools



Eradicating poverty is the first goal of the study. UNESCO has mentioned that
poverty reduction is the first goal of education and must be a quality schooling that will
provide knowledge, and professional academics to allow life skills and professional skills to
make a living, to fight poverty. Therefore, quality education is imperative. Moreove
education is an important basis for everyone to have, and the state must be
all citizens. Because educalion is a measure of the qualily of the people of the-stat® Lthat will
drive the economic production seclor and create political stability, especially democratic
politics, that requires members of society to be involved in the destiny of the city, to
participate in politics, economy, and society. Hence, a tool of all states to refine people in
society as citizens who can create change and bear the mission of the nation's society with
responsibility as the owner of society and their homeland.

Thus, the state designs and sets out the rules and regulations to appear in the direction and
practice of creating the "people” or "citizens' of the state as required, which appears in the
constitution, and the Act of all states, including Thailand. That appears in the current
constitution used in 2017 is specified in category 5 of the state section 54.

Category s of the state section 54 ¥ o ke W ’

- The state must conduct compulsory education for all children free of charge for 12
years.
- The state must continue to promote, support education for people according to
their

(fl'ec_d?in various systems and provide cooperation between slales, foreign
countries, and the private sector. To manage all levels of education by providing
quality and international standard management.
- States must provide funding shortfalls to support expenses according to their
aptitudes, set up a fund to help those in need to reduce inequality in education.
- The state must provide young children with alook and develop before they are
educated to develop their bodies, minds, and emotions to be suitable for their age.
Category 16 (Reforming the country) section 258

The state provides mechanisms and systems for producing, screening, developing
practitioners, and providing a true spiril of knowledge and compclence. Moreover, the
instructor musl receive compensation Lhat is appropriate [or teaching abilily and
efficiency, as well as a mechanism for creating a moral system for personnel management
of teacher practitioners. The policies to support education inequality are not only about the
students but also stakeholders who are involved in the educational system.
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The lesson learned

Throughout the world, there have heen continuous attempts to reform the
educational system hut it is still an essential factor in the economic atmosphere. The
different causes are deeply rooted in society, history, and culture, making it difficult to
cradicate. Most of the educational inequalily is attribuled Lo economic disparilies that often
fall along with the marginalized group of Lthe people, thal group is inseparable (rom the lack
of opportunity that varies across the group of the people in the society. The lesson learned
from finding the cause of the inequality among the group of the students suggests that a
variety of the factors are able to influence the aspects of education. Despite the state
intervention, educational development is still far from the ideal goals, for example,
compulsory education is yet to be proven effective since in the rural area most of the
students value other activitics more than education thus making it difficult to achieve those
ideals.

ps. the lesson we still unable to conclude since we would like Lo hear the comment
from you.
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