

Group Project: Essay and Presentation


Here is a guide for your group project comprised of an essay and presentation.  It provides advice on how to research and write the essay and how to do the presentation.  It includes tips to avoid the mistakes that students sometimes make.  The guide can be useful not only for this course but for other courses you take. 
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5) Presentation 


Key information

Essay length: 	2,500 words.  It can be a little less or a little more.

Groups: 	2 students. 

Topic:	Choose from the list of topics below. There is a limit of 2 groups per topic. The essay and presentation are on the same topic. 

Due dates:	Inform the professor of your topic and your group members by email not later than October 17.

Presentations will take place in the latter half of November. The professor will make a schedule after groups and topics have been submitted. The professor will provide comments on your presentation that may help to finalize the essay. 

The essay is due: 
  7 December for groups presenting in November
12 December for groups presenting in December.  
Submit a hard copy and send a soft copy to me by email.  

Share of final mark:	Essay: 20% 		(all group members get the same mark)
Presentation 5% 	(each presenter is marked individually)
Group Project 		EE 482 Public Policy and Industrialization




8

1. Topics


A. “The Thai government initially tried to develop an automotive sector with strong domestic firms in the 1980s and 1990s – but then it gave up.” Assess this statement. 

B. Is China using the same industrial policies that were used earlier by Korea or Japan? (Choose only one country for comparison, either Korea or China.) 

C. “Countries cannot use industrial policy anymore because of WTO rules.” Assess this statement, with examples. 

D. Does Thailand’s current approach to industrialization resemble that of Taiwan or Singapore several decades ago? 

E. Malaysia and Thailand have taken different approaches to developing the rubber industry.  Which has been more successful and why? 

F. “India’s IT-related services sector has been much more successful than manufacturing.” Assess this statement and explain the factors involved.

G. Thailand’s effort to move to Industry 4.0 in the next 15 years will fail because it lacks some of the necessary ingredients and will find it hard to provide them.” Assess this statement. 

H. “Industrial policy was not a significant factor in developing Thailand’s electronics sector (hard drives, etc.); the sector grew by itself.” Assess this statement. 

I. “Thailand is good at services and it should focus its efforts there and not on manufacturing which is led by foreigners.” Assess this statement. 

J. A topic/issue of your own choice, approved by the instructor. 


2. Essay Structure and Style

· For some topics, you are arguing for or against a statement that the professor has provided.  The introduction should make it clear what the topic is and what you will be arguing (the side of the statement you are supporting).  

· Note that you do not need to agree or disagree with the statement fully, you can make a nuanced argument (i.e. that you partly agree or partly disagree or that there are certain qualifications to the statement that you think are important). So if the statement is: “It is always hot and humid in Bangkok.  Do you agree or disagree?”  You might respond by saying, “It is usually hot and humid in the city but for two months it gets cooler.”

· Provide an original title. Do not use the exact wording of the statement/question.  It should be incorporated in your introduction when you explain what the essay is about and what your main argument is.  

· The essay should have the standard structure of an introduction, a body (where your evidence and arguments are), a concluding paragraph or two, and a list of sources.  

· Include a title page.

· Use adequate margins on top and bottom, left and right. Don’t cram the text into the page.

· 11- or 12- point font.

· 1.5 line spacing.  


3. Tables, and Graphs

· You will need to provide data in several charts, graphs or tables. There should be a minimum of 3 charts, graphs or tables. 

· A good source of data is the World Bank’s World Development Indicators.  The link is: http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators . You can google: ‘World Data Bank’ and click on ‘World Development Indicators’. 

· World Development Indicators has data on a range of indicators including GDP growth, inequality, poverty, etc.  Fill in three dimensions (country, series (i.e. variables), and years).  Use the upper right download to get it in Excel or other formats.

· Give the source for all tables and diagrams that you include. 

· Avoid copying and pasting into your essay charts or tables from other sources.  You can use the data but create your own table, chart, etc. using Excel and insert it.

· Make sure you discuss the graph or table in the text of the essay.  For example, “As shown in Figure 3, GDP fell in 2009 before rebounding the following year.”



4. Referencing

· The essay should have a list of sources/references at the end.  There should be no less than 10 sources.    

· I would suggest that you use an in-text referencing style, which is now used commonly in academic work.  It means that you make a reference to the source in the text (body of the essay) using the author’s last name and the year of publication only.  The full reference is provided at the end of the essay under the heading “References” or something similar. 

· If you use exact wording from a source, that must be in “quotation marks” and followed by the reference (Smith, 2011, p. 3).    

· Plagiarism is when you do not reference the written work of another author.  If you use the exact (or very similar) wording from a source and it is not in quotation marks and referenced, this constitutes plagiarism and your essay will be given a mark deduction.  Significant plagiarism will result in a significant mark deduction.  


Dos and Don’ts for the list of references/sources
 
· Do put the references in alphabetical order of the author’s last name. 

· Do put the year of publication after the author’s name.

· Do put the publication’s title in italics.

· Do note the page numbers of a journal article or book chapter.

· Do use the author’s name for the reference even when it is from a website. 

· Don’t number the references. 

· Don’t list websites without indicating the organization’s name 

· Don’t put the author’s first name first.








Example

Here are examples of a recent paper showing how references are used in the body of the paper and then the list of references at the end.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the paragraph below, there are three examples of how to reference. (i) The author’s name is part of the sentence, followed by the year of publication in (  ) directly after it. This is the Wolff reference below. (ii) The reference is at the end of the sentence. This is the Hausmann, Hwang and Rodrik reference below. (iii) Exact wording is put in quotation marks followed by the author(s), year and the page number. This is the Bernard and Jensen reference below. You can use all three in an essay. 

Sample paragraph 

Using a significantly longer timeframe and focusing on worker’s skills, Wolff (2003) found important changes in the content of US exports and imports. In the half-century from 1947 to 1996, US comparative advantage was in high cognitive and interactive skills and low in motor skills. Conceptually and empirically, higher value goods are correlated to higher economic growth (Hausmann, Hwang and Rodrik 2007). Thus, countries seeking to grow faster will try to alter their comparative advantage in the direction of higher value goods. This effort has been described as “moving up the value chain through an intra-sectoral transformation of production” (Bernard and Jensen, 1999, p. 23).   

Sources

Aswicahyono, H., D. Brooks and C. Manning. 2104. “Exports and employment in Indonesia: The decline on labor-intensive manufacturing and the rise of services” in N. Khor and D. Mitra, eds., Trade and Employment in Asia. Abingdon, UK and New York: Asian Development Bank and Routledge, pp. 176-203

Autor, D. Dorn, G. Hanson and J. Song.  2013. Trade Adjustment: Worker Level Evidence. Working Paper 19226, National Bureau of Economic Research, http://www.nber.org/papers/w19226

Bacchetta, M. and M. Jansen, eds., 2011. Making Globalization Socially Sustainable. Geneva: World Trade Organization and International Labour Organization https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/glob_soc_sus_e.pdf

Belenkiy, M. and D. Riker. 2015. Theory and Evidence Linking International Trade to Unemployment Rates. Office of Economics Working Paper, U.S. International Trade Commission. https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/ec201501b.pdf

Bernard, A. and J.B. Jensen. 1999. Exceptional exporter performance: Cause, effect or both? Journal of International Economics 47, pp. 1-25.

Hausmann, R, J. Hwang and D. Rodrik. What you export matters. Journal of Economic Growth vol. 12, pp. 1-25

Helpman, E. 1999. The Structure of Foreign Trade. Journal of Economic Perspectives, vol. 13(2) 121-144

Wolff, E. 2003. Skills and Changing Comparative Advantage. Review of Economics and Statistics. Vol. 85, no. 1, 77-93

Wood, A. 1995. North-South Trade, Employment and Inequality: Changing Fortunes in a Skill-Driven World. Oxford: Oxford University Press

World Bank. 2016. World Development Indicators (WDI) http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators , Accessed 15 September 2016

World Trade Organization (WTO). Annual Report 2016. (Geneva: WTO).

Yahmed, S. B. and P. Bombarda. 2016. Gender, Informal Employment and Trade Liberalization in Mexico. Mimeo. https://afse2016.sciencesconf.org/99374/document


5. Presentation

· Your group will have about 10-12 minutes for the presentation. Another few minutes will be added for questions and answers.

· Each group member must do part of the presentation. Thus, each member will presented for about 5-6 minutes. You will be graded individually for the presentation.

· PPT is optional but would probably be a good thing. Make sure the font is big enough for the class to see. This should also be true for text and tables. Often it is hard for students in the audience to read tables. 

· Remember: you are delivering information to an audience; make it clear for them to understand. 

· You may be nervous.  This may cause you to talk too quickly or too softly (or in some cases too loudly).  Try to be conscious of how you are presenting and slow it down or speak more loudly to adjust to the circumstances. 

· Please stand up when you are speaking. 

· Don't hold the microphone too close to your mouth. 

· Decide who will say what – don’t both of you say the same thing. 

· Address the class and occasionally look at the screen.  Don’t just look at the screen. You might want to position yourself at a 45-degree angle from the screen. Don’t look at the professor. 

· Do not read long passages from the slides.  A few lines are fine. But generally add some of your own words of explanation between each line. 

· Don’t put too much information on the slides.  

· The general rule is 1 to 2 slides for each minute of speaking. 

· You may have a few notes in your hand to remind you. 

· Practice beforehand: know what you are going to say. 

· If you speak for five minutes, break it down to five ideas and know, in your head, those five ideas and the order you will present them. (You don’t need to memorize the full speech).
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