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Research questions

ANALYSIS

Economic 
development 
in Singapore, 
Thailand, and 

Myanmar

What are the key factors 
that drive the economy?

Can we adapt the 
economic factor 
advantages of 
Singapore & Thailand to 
Myanmar’s 
development plan ? 

Key Questions

How can Singapore & 
Thailand become 

developed countries in 
just a few years?

Topic



Hypothesis

Main driver of GDP Composition of GDP by sectors

Thailand Singapore

Thailand

Singapore

Manufacturing break down

Agricultural sector

Manufacturing sector

Service sector

75.2%

24.8%

(2017)

(2017)

(2015)

(2013)Agriculture Manufacturing Service
(Mcmilan and Rodrick, 2011)



Hypothesis

Education

Enhance or obstruct the GDP growth and the ability to 
restructure the economy

Poverty & 
Inequality Trade FDI

Technology Law 
enforcement

Colonization 
& natural 
resource

Political
stability

Policy 
and 

institution
al reform 
on factors

GDP

Thailand & Singapore

As we learned from the past policy and institutional lesson of Thailand and Singapore, we 
would advise Myanmar to develop the factors in such a way that facilitates growth, for 

example, investing in education and technology, promoting trade and FDI, utilizing natural 
resources and benefit from colonialism and enhance political stability. 



Why is it important?

1 2

The Puzzle Early Stage

  The reason behinds economics 
growth and its obstacle are puzzle 
that stumped the experts for 
centuries. 

The policy will lay foundation and determine 
the country’s development path for many 
years to come. Some mistake that Myanmar 
made in this crucial time might be hard to 
rectified and undermine the development.

After we can figure the problems out, we can use the lesson on how do they 
developed and adapt the knowledges to improve that specific country. 



What have been done?



Singapore



Source : https://www.usasean.org/why-asean/asean-economy

GDP per capita (current US$) - Myanmar, Thailand, Singapore 
in 2018

https://www.usasean.org/why-asean/asean-economy


Source : Economic Development Board: Business, Innovation & Talent ...www.edb.gov.sg

Investment

Singapore

Investment

- supports economic growth and assists in achieving social 
objectives such as raising the living standards and 
educational levels.

- its free trade philosophy and a diversified economy.
- Singapore is a city-state that has an important role as a global 

business hub. Stability, good business policy, easy company 
formation, and low taxes are the main reasons why Singapore 
is an attractive business destination.

- its many business-friendly policies make it easy for 

companies to set up and run their businesses in this 

South-east Asia country.

https://www.edb.gov.sg/


Source : https://borgenproject.org/tag/poverty-in-singapore/

Poverty

Singapore

- Poverty in Singapore suffers from a lack of visibility
- Singapore has a large inequality gap
- 10 to 14 percent of Singaporeans face severe poverty
- Poverty is an increasing problem in Singapore
- Poverty is an issue for the elderly
- Poverty is an issue for the young
- Many people are trapped in poverty
- Government assistance is not enough
- As poverty grows, so does the popularity of the ruling party
- Singapore receives little foreign aid

https://borgenproject.org/tag/poverty-in-singapore/


Thailand



Source : 

How education link to 
middle income trap

R&D 
Innovation

Skilled 
worker

Developed country

Average O-net score

Education

รายงานการวิจัย เรื่อง ความเหลื่อมลํ้าในสังคมไทย:แนวโนม นโยบาย และแนวทาง
ขับเคลื่อนนโยบาย, สมชัย จิตสุชน,2015

Somkiat Tangkijvanit,2016



Source : THE IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC INVESTMENT FOR REDUCING RURAL POVERTY IN MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES: THE CASE OF THAILAND  (2004)

- For the past several decades, Thailand has 
experienced rapid economic growth that has 
transformed the country from a predominantly 
agrarian society to a newly industrialized economy.

- Rapid economic growth has led to a sharp increase in 
per capita income. Development indicators such as 
infant mortality, malnutrition, and life expectancy have 
improved tremendously and have approached or 
even surpassed world averages.

- Poverty incidence, measured as the percentage of the 
population living below the poverty line, fell 
dramatically. In 1962, 57 percent of the total 
population lived in poverty.

GROWTH,EMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY IN RURAL 
THAILAND

Poverty



Myanmar



GDP growth in Myanmar economy’s market since post-independence



Natural Resources 

gas, oil, coal, jade, gems, metals are 
natural resources that can be 
founded in each state and region as 
presented in the figure. There are 9 
subnational governance in Myanmar 
discussion series and are made up 
about 70% of national exports, or 
about 10% of GDP in 2012‒13, with 
natural gas exports alone of $US 3.6 
billion. 35% of natural gas revenues 
represent the largest source of 
foreign income for the government.



Source : Education in Burma (1945-2000) (Thein Lwin, 2000)

Education

Before Independence
(1945-1948)

- Reconstruction with the concept of 
homogeneous system of schools in 1947.

- Encourage Bilingual instruction in Primary and 
Post school.

- They need to have a good knowledge of 
English language, and then they are able to 
enter government service and profession.

After Independence
(1948-1962)

Under Military Rule
(1962-1988)

- The curriculum that prioritize practical and 
prevocational subjects and activity 
programmes ( Gardening, Art)

- New education plan (PEET)

- Discrimination
- Children’s examination results at an early age 

determined the shape of their adult life ( A-list 
student, B-list student)

- More focus on Science, but less focus on Art.



What do we plan to do to answer the question?

Our Plan

Study the history 
and the economic 

factor in each 
countries 

Compare the 
economic factor 

advantage of 
Singapore and 

Thailand

Find the problem  
of Myanmar

Use the data on 
how do they 
develop and 
adapt the 
knowledges to 
improve that 
specific country

Mostly, we use the data & sources of data to be the reference for our topic.



Source of data?

Source



Q&A


