EE 375 Assignment 1
The article “How a China-Built Destroy an ecosystem and livelihoods”


Human always find their way to improve and develop the civilization, so China is doing that as well. China in recently years has the essential policy to expand its economy and culture which is “ Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)”. This policy is supported by the Chinese government to encourage many firms in China to invest and expand economy in overseas. One of these projects is Lower Sesan 2 dam which dramatically affects both environmental economic and livelihoods aspects.

The lower Sesan 2 dam was created in Cambodia’s Mekong River basin with over 6 kilometers long. This may be good opportunity for Cambodia to gain benefits from Chinese’s investment such as electricity generation or dam to reserve water in emergency cases, but it brought many disasters. 
First, when the dam was completed, it has cut off the migration way, destroy feeding area and reproductive cycle of fishes in the river that affects to decreasing in fish population. Consequently, when fishes which is the major ingredient of Cambodia are diminishing, all over the country suffers in term of food. Next, in order to build the dam, the government must migrate people in proximity area to new habitats, but the used procedure was not quite a compromised one. The indigenous people in dam area were threatened by government to leave their homes. This scenario force them to abandon their jobs and plenty income as well because indigenous people mainly do fishing and sell vegetable or plants along the river, but now they cannot do that anymore. 
Moreover, the compensation for the indigenous people in the dam area is not enough for them to begin new life or even build a new house. These problems also affect the economy in the country for example when the fishes in the Mekong River are now diminished, the price of fishes will go up which increase the burden to people in Cambodia with higher cost of living. 
Finally, the root causes of these problems came from the Cambodia’s government who did not recognize between the benefits that will gain and the negative effects in the long run on both social and environmental aspects and the Chinese government who allows firms to invest in overseas without concern about environment or societies.
In conclude, China’s policy is the great opportunity for other countries to connect and develop the economic sector together. On the other hand, they did not concern thoroughly about the consequences that will follow when they invest. They want to gain only benefits without awareness of proper business. From this policy, we can see that it directly negatively affects to environment in the dam area and also lower the quality of people life not only in the specific area, but also in vast range of economy in the country. At least, they should reassess and remake the policy to be more friendly in environmental, economic and social aspects.
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