
In the time of King Ramkhamhreng this land of Sukhothai is thriving. 
There is fish in the water and rice in the fields. The lord of the realm 
does not levy toll on his subjects for traveling the roads; they lead 
their cattle to trade or ride their horses to sell; whoever wants to trade 
in elephants, does so; whoever wants to trade in horses, does so; who-
ever wants to trade in silver and gold, does so. When any commoner 
or man of rank dies, his estate-his elephants, wives, children, grana-
ries, rice, retainers and groves ofareca and betel- is left in its entirety 
to his son. When commoners or men of rank differ and disagree, [the 
King] examines the case to get at the truth and then settles it justly for. 
them. He does not connive with thieves or favor concealers [of stolen 
goods]. When he seei someone's rice he does not covet it, when he 
sees someone's wealth he does not get angry .... He has hung a bell in 
the opening of the gate over there: if any commoner in the land has 

a grievance which sickens his belly and gripes his heart, and which 
he wants to make known to his ruler and lord, it is easy; he goes and 
strikes the bell which the King has hung there; King Ramkhamhreng, 
the ruler of the kingdom, hears the call; he goes and questions the 
man, examines the case, and decides it justly for him. So the people 
of this miiang of Sukhothai praise him.4 


