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Education Policy In Hong Kong
    Since 1997, the return of Hong Kong to motherland, China after the century of British Colony has been one of the most interesting issues for the world. The long separation between mainland China and Hong Kong led to the political and economic gaps.  China has realized these problems and attempted to remain unchanged Hong Kong for 50 years by pursuing “One Country, Two Systems” Policy. This basic state policy aims to not only compromise the differences between China and Hong Kong but also benefit economically. Today, Hong Kong is ruled by Limited Democracy as Special Administrative Region. It can be implied that Hong Kong is preserved as capitalist economy, political and social systems for 50 years (Bourdieu, 1991). Although Hong Kong is renowned for its commercial city, Government of Hong Kong attaches a great significance to other policies such as education, social welfare, and culture and environment protection. Especially, the educational policy plays a vital role in every single part of national wealth (Hu, 2007). It cannot be surprising that Hong Kong Government has paid close attention to the education policy for more than a decade as following details. 
Schooling in Hong Kong before 1997 and after 1997 is quite different. Before 1997, schooling or education policies were influenced by British colonial. Hong Kong students attending primary or secondary schools had to learn English (Bourdieu, 1991).  After 1997, Hong Kong Government pays attention to bilingual and trilingual policy so Chinese, Cantonese and   Putonghua are widely promoted as the second and third language (Hu, 2007).  Especially, Putonghua is the compulsory subject for primary and second schools. 
At present, Hong Kong‘s educational system is still largely based on English system overseen by the Education Bureau and Social Welfare Department. Hong Kong education system can be divided into six levels; kindergartens, primary education, secondary education, post-secondary education, vocational education and international school (Study HK, 2015). Government of Hong Kong has provided 9-year free and basic education (six years of primary education and three years of secondary education) through public and government schools (GovHK, 2015). Additionally, the free education is extended to senior secondary school. This can be implied that the student in Hong Kong can receive 12 years of free education. According to the goal of free education, the government attempts to provide a balanced and diverse education for students and help students to enhance knowledge, values and skills for the further education and personal development (GovHK, 2015). Similar to other countries, Hong Kong students who complete three years of senior secondary education have to take entrance examination in order to pursue an undergraduate education (GovHK, 2015)
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Figure I: Percentage Shares of Housing, Education, Health and Social Welfare in Government or Public Expenditure, 1971/72-2014/15
The graph above has revealed that HK Government has spent the most on social welfare, health, education and housing for almost 50 years. This can be implied that Hong Kong under the rule of British colony and China concentrates on the education as the powerful tool for national wealth.

This graph also shows the highest public spending on education from 1971 to 2015 although the public expenditure on education seems to decrease gradually since 2009. This slightly decrease in educational budget may result from the prolonged economic recession. According to Figure II, social welfare, education and medical services have been the major expenditure for Hong Kong Government. Between 2013 and 2014, the expenditure of three areas can be approximately $ 170 billion or 60 % of overall expenditure. Comparing to 2007-2008, the educational expenditure of 2013-2014 has increased $55.1 billion or 50%. Additionally, Hong Kong Government’s expenditure on education in 2015-2016 is approximately $ 79.3 billion and 18 % of total expenditure (GovHK, 2015).  

Figure II: Hong Kong Government Expenditure between 2013 and 2014
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        The government also injects $5 billion into the language, $ 480 billion into scholarship for talented students who desire to study abroad, $40 million for students with special educational needs and $ 12 million for Vocational Training Council (GovHK, 2015). 
          The Government also extends the free education in public schools from 9 years to 12 years. There are three main categories of local schools; government schools, private schools and aided schools. Moreover, there are 51 international schools in Hong Kong.  These international schools provide the non-local curriculum for international students living in Hong Kong. 
Kindergarten:  Kindergarten education is provided for children in 3-5 years old. The kindergarten schools are privately operated by voluntary organizations or private sectors (Gov HK, 2015). All of them are registered and supervised by Education Bureau (EDB). Furthermore, non-profit kindergartens are allowed to receive the assistance from government while parents can gain fee subsidy. 
Primary Education: Primary education starts at the age of six. There are three modes in primary education: AM, PM and whole-day. Hong Kong Government has promoted the whole-day operation in the primary school (GovHK, 2015).  Every eligible is encouraged to attend the whole-day primary school. In primary school, Chinese language is mainly used in the instruction while English is recognized as the second language (Youth, 2015).
Secondary Education: The eligible students in Hong Kong completing from the primary school can further their secondary education based on the new academic structure (NAS) (Youth, 2015). NAS has been implemented since 2009. All students can gain benefits from NAS such as public examination, flexible and diverse curriculum, lifelong learning capabilities, career training and employment opportunities. 
Special Education: This education system is provided for disabled children who suffer from visual impairment, hearing impairment, physical disability; intellectual disability and emotional or behavioral difficulties (Youth, 2015).The special education are aided by the government and operated by non-governmental organizations. 
Post-secondary Education:  This level includes locally-accredited sub degree, undergraduate and top-up degree programs (Study HK, 2015). 
Higher Education: Today, Hong Kong has 19 local institutions. Eight of them are funded by UGC such as CityU, HKBU, Lingnan University and etc. Others are not funded by UGC such as Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA). 
Education for Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Children: There are so many international students in Hong Kong so the government has tried to help NCS children to have equality in education. The supportive measure has been developed to help NCS children to mater Chinese language in order to enhance their further studies and employment opportunity (Study HK, 2015). 
Vocational Education:  As a manufacturing hub of the world, vocational education and training play a vital role in the labor market and manpower need of Hong Kong. Currently, many institutes in Hong Kong provide vocational training education for students such as School for Higher and Professional Education (SHAPE), Institute of Professional Education and Knowledge (PEAK), International Culinary Institute (ICI), Hospitality Industry Training and Development Center (HITDC), Maritime Services Training Institute (MSTI) and etc (Study HK, 2015).
Time series of public spending on education from 2009-2015

Figure III: Hong Kong Government Expenditure on Education
Hong Kong Government Expenditure on Education
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	2013-14
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	Total expenditure on education (HK$ million)
	58,240
	 
	76,392
	 
	74,112
	 

	 
	As percentage of total government expenditure (%)
	20.2
	 
	17.6
	 
	18.7
	 

	 
	As percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (%)
	3.5
	 
	3.6
	@
	           3.3
	@

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Recurrent expenditure on education (HK$ million)
	50,831
	 
	63,458
	 
	68,157
	 

	 
	Spent on (%)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Primary education
	21.3
	 
	21.2
	 
	21.7
	 

	 
	 
	Secondary education
	38.2
	 
	36.1
	 
	35.7
	 

	 
	 
	Post-secondary education
	25.5
	 
	27.5
	 
	27.1
	 

	 
	 
	Others*
	15.0
	 
	15.2
	 
	15.5
	 


According to Figure III, it can be implied that public expenditure on education spent by Hong Kong Government has decreased slightly from 2010 to 2014. Also, the percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on education is approximately 3.3 in 2013-2014. Furthermore HK government has spent mostly on secondary education. Secondary education can pave the way for the further study in the undergraduate level. 

Before 2000, Hong Kong has prepared the human capital to become a part of globalization. HK government has realized that educational reform policy is one of the most powerful tools for driving national wealth and human resource development in the global platform (Cheng ,  Cheung  and Yeun , 2011). Recent education reform have prepared Hong Kong educational system to reach the international standard and established more diverse school curriculums (British Council, 2015). The education reform campaign was implemented by The Education Commission. Three areas of educational system were reformed; structure, curriculum and assessments. The reform aims to develop more flexible curriculum and remove ‘kill and drill’ atmosphere in the primary education (Cheng, 2009).  In addition, the secondary education was improved and changed massively. The curriculum of secondary schools was overhauled to emphasize on the student learning and requirement (Wong  and Cheung, 2009). Eight key learning areas in secondary education were improved; Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics, Social Science, Science and Technology, Sports and Arts, Applied learning and other learning experiences (Singmaster, 2015). Since 2009, the launch of the new curriculum of secondary education has begun for five years. This new curriculum has introduced the compulsory subject for secondary students such as liberal studies, financial studies and health management (Yeung, 2014). All of the reform campaign for secondary education in Hong Kong helps to eliminate the outdated teaching method and concentrate on personal development rather than academic achievement (Barbosa and Richter, 2015). 
In conclusion, education policy is the most significant policy for Hong Kong Government in the decade of British colony and the arm of China.  As seen in the in-depth information, HK government spent most on education. Hong Kong Government has realized that education is recognized as the powerful tool for the national wealth. However, Hong Kong has been threatened by global recession, the government has still invested massively on the educational budget and reform campaign. The educational reform has implemented so as to improve the outdated and inefficient Hong Kong’s educational system. 
Reference

1. Gov HK (2015). Government Expenditure on Education. Available from: http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/about-edb/publications-stat/figures/gov-expenditure.html [31 December,2015]
2. Youth (2015). Education policy. Available from: https://www.youth.gov.hk/en/info-centre/education/education-policy.htm [31 December,2015]
3. Gov HK (2015). Kindergarten education. Available from: http://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/preprimary-kindergarten/about-preprimary-kindergarten/index.html  [31 December,2015]

4. Gov HK (2015). Government expenditure. Available from: http://www.budget.gov.hk/2013/eng/highlights.html [31 December,2015]
5. Bourdieu, P. (1991). Language and symbolic power. Cambridge: Polity Press.
6. Hu, L.Y. (2007). Language policy, practice and diglossia in colonial and post-colonial Hong Kong.
7. Study HK (2015). Hong Kong education system. Available from: http://studyinhongkong.edu.hk/en/hong-kong-education/education-system.php.[31 December,2015]

8. Gov HK (2015). Hong Kong: The facts. Available from: http://www.gov.hk/en/about/abouthk/factsheets/docs/education.pdf.   [31 December 2015] 
9. British Council (2015). Hong Kong's education revolution - the impact of recent reform. Available from: https://ei.britishcouncil.org/educationintelligence/hong-kongs-education-revolution-impact-recent-reform  [31 December 2015] 
10. Singmaster (2015). Hong Kong: Reform that works. Available from: http://asiasociety.org/global-cities-education-network/hong-kong-reform-works[31 December 2015] 
11. Yeung L (2014). Secondary school curriculum. Available from: http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/family-education/article/1496843/secondary-school-curriculum-reform-remains-journey [31 December 2015]
12. Barbosa R and Richter B (2015). The Education Reform in Hong Kong. Available from: https://www.internations.org/hong-kong-expats/guide/15882-family-children-education/schools-in-hong-kong-15886/the-education-reform-in-hong-kong-2  [31 December 2015]
13. Cheng Y, (2009) ‘Hong Kong educational reforms in the last decade: reform syndrome and new developments’, International Journal of Educational Management, 23(1), pp.65 – 86
14. Cheng Y,  Cheung A and  Yeun T, (2011) ‘Development of a regional education hub: the case of Hong Kong’, International Journal of Educational Management, 25(5), pp.474 – 493
15. Wong P and Cheung A, (2009) ‘Managing the process of an educational change: A study of school heads' support for Hong Kong's curriculum reform’, International Journal of Educational Management,  23(1), pp.87 - 106
