CHAPTER  21

   INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND THE SEARCH FOR PEACE

CHAPTER OUTLINE/LECTURE NOTES
I.
RECENT EVENTS


A.
September 11, 2001 changed way U.S. relates to rest of world

1.
Al-Qaeda highjacked airlines crashed into World Trade Center and the U.S. Pentagon 



2.
U.S. declared war on terrorism



3.
Bush policy of preemption



4.
Bush named Axis of Evil countries (Iraq, Iran, Syria and N. Korea)



5.
In 2003, U.S. invaded Iraq

B.
Breakup of Soviet Union changed world politics

1.
Equilibrium in world changed from realist (balance of power) to  complex interdependency  



2.
U.S. left as only superpower with no real checks on its power

II.
THE PROBLEM OF WAR

A.
War creates tremendous social and cultural change

B.
The causes of war
1.
Clausewitz saw war as "continuation of politics by other means"
2.
Some factors that contribute to bringing on war:

a.
desires of a nation for power

b.
economic rivalries

c.
religious and political rivalries

d.
social unrest

e.
ambitions of political and military leaders

f.
devotion to revolutionary ideologies

g.   
intense ethnic rivalry

h.
desire for security or territory

i.
protection of national honor

j.
mistaken ideas about another country's intentions
3.   
States are made up of people, and so reflect their impulses and emotions

a.
agreement by psychologists and biologists that man does not require war

b.
warfare in man believed to be an acquired behavior, rather than part of his inherent nature
4.
Conditions within a country

a.
poverty

b.
dissention or economic depression

c.
a spirit of militarism
5.
Conditions in the  international community conducive to war

a.
sharp ideological splits

b.
a power vacuum

6,
Approaches to the problem of war

     
1.
Diplomacy

     

a.
reasonable discussion on the international level

    
b.
mediation - a procedure that calls upon the mediating government to make suggestions for solutions to disputes
     
2.
International government
     
3.
International law and international courts

     

a.
Hugo Grotius

     


1.
founder of international law

     


2.
wrote The Law of War and Peace (1625)

b.
international  law - defined:  the system of rules concerning rights and duties of states in their mutual relations
4.
The usefulness and limitations of international law

a.
no system of criminal international law and prosecution

b.
no real legislature to make law

c.
no effective means of enforcing the law

d.
nations prefer to follow international law and keep a good reputation

III.
THE UNITED NATIONS

A.
Origin

1.
the League of Nations was created in 1919, but failed to receive support

2.
United Nations Declaration signed on January 1, 1942

3.
United Nations was established on October 24, 1945

B.
Most important organs of the U.N.                                 

1.
Security Council

a.
composed of fifteen states

b.
five permanent members

c.
has "primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security"

d.
the five permanent members have veto power

e.          most powerful organ of the United Nations


2.
The General Assembly

a.
includes representatives of all states that are members of the U. N.

b.
meets annually

c.
has no legislative power, but discusses international problems

d.
makes recommendations to states or other organs

e.
elects the Secretary General of the U.N.
3.
Secretariat

a.
headed by the General Secretary

b.
carries out a variety of functions

C.
The U.N.'s role in keeping the peace

1.
U.N. Charter lists three types of coercive measures which may be taken to enforce peace

a.
severance of diplomatic relations

b.
complete or partial disruption of economic relations with the dissident state

c.
the use of armed forces
2.
Only limited pressure can be applied through diplomatic sanctions
3.
Economic sanctions are seldom tried, although they were used against Iraq from 1990 until after 2003 Iraq war and against Libya

4.
Military sanctions have been of little value

5.
U.S. and Great Britain attacked Iraq in 2003, without UN mandate, to find weapons of mass destruction and to depose Saddam Hussein  
6.
The U.N. is limited by two facts

a.
member states retain their sovereignty
b.
much of the power of the world is concentrated in a few powerful states

