2nd GMS YOUTH FORUM: 19-20 December 2014, Bangkok
GMS Youth: Connected and Contributing to a Dynamic Community 

Background
The Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) is a natural economic area bound together by the Mekong River, covering 2.6 million square kilometers and a combined population of around 326 million. The GMS countries are Cambodia, the People's Republic of China (PRC, specifically Yunnan Province and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region), Lao People's Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam. In 1992, with assistance from ADB, the six countries entered into a program of subregional economic cooperation, designed to enhance economic relations among the countries.

With support from ADB and other donors, the GMS Program helps the implementation of high priority subregional projects in transport, energy, telecommunications, environment, human resource development, tourism, trade, private sector investment, agriculture, and urban development.

The GMS Program is based on continuing consultation and dialogue among GMS member countries. The GMS institutional structure has three levels: the Leaders' Summit; the Ministerial Conference; and the working group and forum in the nine priority sectors.

The Summit is the highest forum in the GMS Economic Cooperation Program that serves as the venue where the GMS Leaders can provide broad directions for landmark or key initiatives under the GMS Program. Summits are normally held every 3 years. The 5th GMS Summit will take place on 19-20 December 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand. One component of the GMS Summit will be the 2nd GMS Youth Forum (YF2), whose theme is GMS Youth: Connected and Contributing to a Dynamic Community.

The YF2 will enable the young people of the GMS to further explore what it means to GMS Youth for their countries to be connected and contribute to a dynamic community. The GMS YF2 will provide members of the 5th GMS Summit to hear from youth who represent constituencies of young people from their home countries. 

The ADB and the GMS invite applications from qualified university students to apply to be a national youth representative to represent their country at the GMS Summit in Bangkok in December 2014. ADB and the GMS will select 6 representatives (3 men, 3 women) from each GMS country. Selected participants to the GMS YF2 are expected to take part in (i) the National Youth Consultation that will take place in their home country in August-October 2014 (a total of 6 National Youth Consultations will take place, one in each of the 6 GMS countries), (ii) the GMS Youth Caravan, which is a 7-day trip (exact length to be confirmed) through all 6 GMS countries in December and ending in Bangkok for the Summit, and (iii) the GMS Youth Forum itself, which will take place in parallel to the 5th GMS Summit in Bangkok. 

CALL FOR YOUTH PARTICIPANTS

Application Form for National Youth Representative
ADB and the GMS are looking for youth representatives for these events. Applicants should have a strong interest in development, regional cooperation, and the areas of the GMS’s focus. Successful applicants must demonstrate a commitment to following up the initiative in their own countries after the event. 

For further information, please view at http://www.adb.org/news/events/second-gms-youth-forum

Interested applicants may apply online during 1-19 September 2014 at 
http://www.adb.org/forms/second-gms-youth-forum-application

[bookmark: _GoBack]Furthermore, each applicant will be asked to answer essay questions and submit at least three photographs illustrating what the GMS means to him or through application online . Selected photos will be displayed at the Summit.

Requirements: The selected candidates will represent an even gender balance, urban and rural experiences, and varied courses of studies. Applicants must meet the following criteria:
(i) Educational level and area of study: applicants must be university students studying in their home country; 
(ii) Age: 18-25 years old as of September 1, 2014;
(iii) Language skills: have a strong command of written and spoken English;
(iv) Passport and travel availability: must hold a GMS passport valid through June 30, 2015 and be available to travel for about 2 weeks in December 2014.
(v) Residency: GMS resident.

Desired qualifications: Successful candidates will also be able to demonstrate the following skills in their applications:
(i) Knowledge: Students who have studied areas of focus of the GMS: transport, energy, telecommunications, environment, human resource development, tourism, trade, private sector investment, and agriculture;
(ii) Commitment: Students must demonstrate a commitment to follow up activities over the short and medium term, including knowledge sharing;
(iii) Leadership: Students who have held leadership positions in university or in their personal lives;
(iv) Communication skills: Students who can communicate effectively with others, both other students and senior government officials.

Application Process:
(i) First Round. As a first step, 12 young people (6 men and 6 women) will be shortlisted from all applications in each country. These 12 applicants must participate in the GMS National Youth Consultation in their home countries. ADB will finance transportation costs of the 12 shortlisted candidates to join the GMS National Youth Consultation. For Thailand, the National Youth Consultation will be held on 12 October 2014. The venue will be informed afterwards.
(ii) Second Round. During each GMS National Youth Consultation, the 12 shortlisted applicants will deliver a presentation to a panel of judges who will select the 6 successful candidates to represent their own country at the 2nd GMS Youth Forum to be held in  December in Bangkok.

Registration for Interested Participants on the National Youth Consultation 

The National Youth Consultation will be an opportunity to solicit diverse ideas from the youth across the country and to consolidate these ideas for a youth message to the Leaders. The participants will first receive a general introduction to the GMS program and the 3 Cs. Then, focusing on the theme of the Summit, the participants will discuss and debate the key issues presented. At the National Youth Consultations, the participants will help facilitate the articulation of a national youth position on several key issues. The common output from the 6 consultations will be the national messages on youth issues that pertain to the Summit theme, offering perspectives from each GMS country. The National Youth Consultations will also ensure that the country team speaks on behalf of youth from its home country, giving them legitimacy.

One university in each country will host the National Youth Consultation. This will include approximately 50-100 participants, including representatives of national youth organizations, students from universities around the country and the 12 shortlisted candidates. The 12 shortlisted candidates will participate actively in the event, and will then join a final interview process at the end of the day during which the 6 finalists (3 women and 3 men) to be represent the country will be selected.

For Thailand, the National Youth Consultation will be held on 12 October 2014. The venue will be informed afterwards.

Interested participants to attend the consultation may register online during 1-19 September 2014 at http://www.adb.org/forms/national-youth-consultation-registration 

To view the tentative agenda, please click on http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/gms-nyc-draft-agenda.pdf

