CHAPTER 18

   INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL                                                  RELATIONS



I.	THE STATE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

A.	"State" has many meanings

1.	Used to refer to any of the fifty members of American national union

2.	Defined:  a body politic organized for civil rule and government; an independent political unit that can carry on negotiations or make agreements with other such units

3.	About 190 states in the world


B.	Characteristics of states

1.	Not all completely sovereign

2.	Differ in physical and cultural characteristics


C.	The nation state

1.	Characteristics of a state according to the Charter of the Organization of American States

a.	permanent population
b.	a clearly defined territory
c.	a government
d.	sovereignty, including a capacity for international relations


2.	Nation - groups of people with the same ethnic background

3.	Nation-state - a political state which includes substantially the same people as an ethnic nation


D.	The establishment and disappearance of nation-states

1.	During the nineteenth century
a.	Turkish authority expelled from Europe and new Balkan states created

b.	new states formed from Spanish and Portuguese holdings in the New World

c.	China and Japan opened to the West

2.	World War I destroyed Austria-Hungary and created new states

3.	World War II aftermath - changes in Europe, Africa, and Asia

         	4.  	Breakup of Soviet Union and changes in Eastern Europe

          		5.	Aftermath of the Gulf War

6.	Sovereignty of states often limited by political and economic realities

II.	POWER IN THE WORLD COMMUNITY

A.	The nature and sources of national power

1.   	Military power, power over opinion at home and abroad, economic power, and geographic power

2.	Military power is most important

3.	U.S. is a hegemon at beginning of twenty-first century

4.	Military power depends on more than weapons

a.	depends on will to use that power
b.	limited by social and cultural conventions
               		c.	structure of government plays a role
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d.	public opinion plays a lesser role in autocratic systems
     	e.	both autocratic and democratic governments are concerned about foreign opinion





B.	Other sources of power
1.	Economic power (industrial might)
2.	Large size and population
3.	Dependable access to adequate supplies of raw materials
4.	Geographic location
5.	Characteristics of the people

C.	Maintaining security

1.	Very powerful country might try to protect itself unilaterally

2.	Collective security such as a world government is another approach

3.	Balance of power - defined: an equilibrium or adjustment of power that for a period of time no nation is willing to disturb
MAD    Mutually Assured Destruction
4.	New world order - defined: an international order where countries will follow the action]’’  of right (good morality) rather than might (force) in their conduct of external and internal affairs

5.	Theory of complex interdependence 

6.          Realist theory
Realists believe that states are inherently aggressive (offensive realism) and/or obsessed with security (defensive realism), and that territorial expansion is only constrained by opposing power(s). This aggressive build-up, however, leads to a security dilemma whereby increasing one's security may bring along even greater instability as an opposing power builds up its own arms in response (an arms race). Thus, security becomes a zero-sum game where only relative gains can be made.
Realists believe that there are no universal principles with which all states may guide their actions. Instead, a state must always be aware of the actions of the states around it and must use a pragmatic approach to resolve problems as they arise.









III.	FOREIGN POLICIES

A.	Defined: the courses of action a nation uses to achieve its international objectives

1.	Policies may further the interests of some politically powerful pressure group
2.	Generally, are designed to serve national interests
3.	Example of foreign policy: Iraq-U.S. conflict of 1991


B.	Geography and foreign policy

1.	Policy makers must heed geographic factors
2.	Geopolitics - the planning of the security policy of a country in terms of its geographic factors; relationship between geography and security



C.	Values, ideologies, and foreign policy
1.	After World War I, foreign policies were strongly influenced by ideologies
2.	Communist ideology - changes during the 1980's and 1990's
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