Les Miserables Transcript
Scene 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]Setting: By the river near 60th Anniversary Thammasat Building (Anekphasong 2), Thammasat University-Tha Phachan Campus
Action: Shoko is reading Les Misérables on a bench. 
Dialogue:
(Camera pan around Shoko)
Shoko (Narrating): You may wonder why I am reading this book now. Everyone seems to think that this book would be very boring and time consuming, but I just want to let you know that it is the greatest book I have ever read. First of all, I would like to tell you a bit about the story of this book. Les Misérables is a story about a man called Jean Valjean who had been released after 19 years in prison just because he stole a loaf of bread, and his journey of redemption.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Wikipedia contributors. “Les Misérables.” Wikipedia. The Free Encyclopedia. 11 March 2015. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Mis%C3%A9rables] 

(Black screen to the word “1 month ago”)

Scene 2
Setting: Faculty of Liberal Arts building hallway, Thammasat University-Tha Phachan Campus.
Action: Molly and Shoko accidentally bumped into each other and Molly’s book falls to the ground.
Dialogue: 
Shoko: Sorry, Molly.

(Shoko picks up the dropped book, and sees the cover of the book ‘Les Misérables’)

Molly: No, worries.
Shoko: Hey! Les Misérables!  I have watched this in the movies before. It is pretty good.
Molly: Yeah, I know right? But have you ever read the book?
Shoko: No, not yet. It’s a very thick book; I don’t think I’ll ever finish it. (Giggles)

(Camera focuses on Molly, looks into camera as if Molly is speaking to the audience)

Molly: Oh! If you like the movie, you should definitely try reading the book. It is very long, but it worth to read because it’s more details than either the musical or the movies. It presents the different views than the movie where you can feel more of the character’s motion.  And it is also on the list of top 100 novels you should read. And it’s translated into different languages, but it originally written in French. 

(Camera focuses on both actresses)
Shoko: Wow, maybe I should consider myself reading it sometime.
Molly: I’m done. You can have mine.
Shoko: Oh! Really? Thank you, I’ll return it to you as soon as I finish it.

(Shoko receives the Les Misérables book)
 
Scene 3
(The camera will be panning over the scene where Shoko is reading the book while Max is walking by on the way to class.)
 Max: Hi Shoko, what are you doing?
Shoko: I am reading Les Misérables.
Max: Oh! Les Misérables? The story is about the French revolution, isn’t it?
Shoko: Not exactly, the story took place about 40 years after the French revolution; a relatively small rebellion called the “June Rebellion”, during the French Revolution era.
Max: Huh? Really? I misunderstood this whole time from watching the movie?! (Pauses for a moment)  Could you tell me more about it?

(Camera focuses on Shoko, looks into camera as if Shoko is speaking to the audience)

Shoko: Yeah sure. So the June Rebellion was a rebellion against the monarchy by the people of France whom were mostly the poor and students who wanted to bring back republic. However this rebellion failed due to a lack of support from the people of France. The rebels ended up with only a small group, made barricade and armed themselves but was eventually massacred by the soldiers. Not as many died as the French Revolution, but still it is a very tragic story.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Bergström, Brain. “How historically-correct are the events in Les Miserables?.” Quora. 14 August 2011. http://www.quora.com/How-historically-correct-are-the-events-in-Les-Miserables] 


(Camera focuses on both individuals)

Max: Oh! I didn’t know that. But this rebellion doesn’t seem as important as the French Revolution, why the author would use it to write in this story?

(Camera focuses on Shoko, looks into camera as if Shoko is speaking to the audience)

Shoko: Well that’s because the author, Victor Hugo, was one of the witnesses.  This is why the story is filled with reliable details of what has happened in the June Rebellion as Hugo suspected the barricade, the young people, and the shooting in the streets.

(Camera focuses on both individuals)

Max: Oh, now I see why. What an interesting fact! Maybe I should read it sometimes
Shoko: Yeah, you should. I highly recommend this to you.
Max: But hey, it’s almost time for class, maybe we should get going
Shoko: Oh right, let’s go.
 
Scene 4
Setting: 60th Anniversary Thammasat Plaza, Thammasat University-Tha Phachan Campus
Action: Max and Shoko are walking on their way to class.
Dialogue:
Max: Hey, I was thinking about what you said earlier about the June Rebellion, and I want to know why would there even be a rebellion?

(Camera focuses on Shoko, looks into camera as if Shoko is speaking to the audience)

Shoko: Well as I mentioned that the people in France didn’t want monarchy because there were injustice among the poor and the rich. In the book, it focuses on three areas that need to be reformed which are criminal justice, education, and the treatment of women, which all of these are the main problems during that era.

Max: Oh, like Fantine, the mother of Cossette?

(Camera focuses on Shoko, looks into camera as if Shoko is speaking to the audience)

Shoko: Yes, the author, Victor Hugo transfers much of his message through the characters of the story. Fantine, a mother who had to abandoned her child to work for money, shows that good things doesn't really occur to good people and that sometimes fate can bring them into despair and death. In her case, this shows that one of the main problems is because of her lack of the education, which forced her to have fewer choices of jobs and especially for women during that time, leading her to prostitution as it was the easiest way to get money. Moreover, this shows that poverty is a major problem forcing people to do inappropriate things.[footnoteRef:3] [3:   Answers.yahoo.com, (n.d.). Social Injustice in Les Miserables?. 12 Mar2015. https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20140119172041AAMpGCg 
] 


Max: Wow that sounds pity, poor Fantine. But it seems like nothing has changed today, these problems still occur in the present as we see in the news every day.

Shoko: Yes, I agree. Inequality is the cause of many problems in both during the nineteenth century and in the present forcing good people to do wrong thing in order to survive. Moreover, the book has also influenced people to want more justice in the society.

Max: I see. (Pauses for a moment) But I wonder why Valjean had to be in prison for so long just because he stole a loaf of bread for his hungry niece?

Shoko: Well, Valjean's punishment for stealing a loaf of bread was only 4 years but since he thought that it was unfair for him and that he didn't do anything wrong, so he tried to escape and was caught many times. So his punishment increased up to 19 years of prison. I love the point that the writer shows the reader that some bad actions cannot prove that the person is actually bad. He also reveals that in the past theft was a serious crime and which should be punished by extreme methods and no exception for any little cases.
Max: I think that sometimes the way of punishment is too harsh for some cases and too simple for some cases.

Shoko: Yes, this is one of many reasons why I love this book. I think that from the past until the present, social injustice is also a topic that lots of people in many society concerns about. But nowadays also has different problem that added up from past such as corruption, lies and greed by those in power of government. Which need to be cured as soon as possible.

Scene 5
Setting: Saint Francis Xavier Church
Action: Shoko goes to church and sees Pop reading Les Misérables
Dialogue:
Shoko: Hi! Pop. What are you reading?
Pop: I am reading Les Misérables. 
Shoko: Oh! I am reading it too. 
Pop: Really! At first, I didn’t want to read it all, but I’m glad that I had a chance to read it. 
Shoko: Well what do you think of it?

(Camera focus at Pop, looks into camera as if Pop is speaking to the audience)

Pop: I like this story because I, personally have a strong belief in god and his teaching. God teaches us to love each other and this book is the same. In the movie, it could not tell us all the things that Valjean had been struggling with; however, with the love of god, he was able to change himself and overcome all the problems with kindness and courage.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Sharbaugh, Ben. “Victor Hugo Made Me Cry: Why We Still Need to Read Les Miserables”.  The Center for Gospel Culture. 15 January 2013. http://www.centerforgospelculture.org/2013/01/victor-hugo-made-me-cry-why-we-still-need-to-read-les-miserables/] 


(Camera focus on both actresses)

Shoko: Definitely, and I really like how Marius and Cosette fall in love. It is very romantic and so beautiful.

(Camera focus on Pop, looks into camera as if Pop is speaking to the audience)

Pop: I agree. However, I think this book does not teach us only the love from god and romance between couples, but it also tells us about how much a mother can do for their child. As Victor Hugo told us about the story of Fantine. Which she sacrificed everything she had for her daughter, Cosette. For me, parental love is the most important in my life.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Fernie, Stuart. “Notes for the study of Victor Hugo's ‘Les Miserables’.” Stuart Fernie’s Website. May 2000.  http://www.stuartfernie.com/mis.html ] 

Shoko: Love is the strongest of all. Everyone needs love.
Pop: Agreed. In order to have a peaceful world, we need to love other people and think of them. I think, Valjean is a good example for this because as he has changed from a prisoner to a loving and caring man who always volunteered to help others with whatever they need.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Wikipedia contributors. “Love.” Wikipedia. The Free Encyclopedia. 15 March 2015.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love ] 


(People are gathering for the bible class, camera zooming out and blurring out of the scene)

Scene 6: Conclusion
Setting: Faculty of Liberal Arts building hallway, Thammasat University-Tha Phachan Campus.
Action: Shoko and Molly accidentally meets each other.
Dialogue: 
Molly: Hey Shoko.
Shoko: Hey Molly.
Molly: So did you finish the book?
Shoko: Yeah, I never thought I’d finish it. (Giggles) Thank you.

(Shoko returns book to Molly)

Molly: What did you think of it?
Shoko: It’s an amazing book. It’s true that you get a different and deeper view by reading than by watching in the movie.

(Camera focuses on Molly, looks into camera as if Molly is speaking to the audience)

Molly: Yeah, also you learn more by reading the book. The main themes of the book are love, injustice, and rebellion which are common to all cultures. These topics are important because they are prevalent in the humanities and by knowing about them, it will enlighten people to the common struggles felt by many, it can also help to connect people from different backgrounds and across time, and create passion and empathy for humanity as a whole. 

(Camera focuses on Shoko, looks into camera as if Shoko is speaking to the audience)

Shoko: Yeah I couldn’t agree more. I also did some research on this book. They said that Victor Hugo chose to write the story of Les Misérables with intention to remind the people and the world about the sacrifices of the young republicans as he may be worried that it would be forgotten.[footnoteRef:7]  So by writing this book, he wanted to be sure that they would last in the memory and the heart of morals. [7:  Gaseor, Michelle. “Classic of the Month: Les Miserables in Historical Context.” The Modern Manuscript. 4 January 2013. https://themodernmanuscript.wordpress.com/2013/01/04/classic-of-the-month-les-miserables-in-historical-context/] 

 
(Camera focuses on Molly, looks into camera as if Molly is speaking to the audience)

Molly: Yes, it’s true. Also, this book had made an impact internationally. We can see all the situations from the story in our world today, so it shows how we relate to each other on a moral level. 
 
(A scene of both actresses, then focuses on Shoko as if Shoko is speaking to the audience)

Shoko: Yes, I shall recommend this for others who are looking for a book that tells a story of how people lived their lives and what the poor had to struggle in that period, this is a perfect book to discover the story.
 
Black Screen with Quote: (Narrating sound)
“As long as ignorance and poverty exist on earth, book of nature of Les Misérables cannot fail to be of use” Hauteville House, 1862 (Translation by Isabel F. Hapgood) – Victor Hugo, Les Misérables: Complete 5 Volumes.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Boss, Judith & Widger, David. “Les Misérables, by Victor Hugo.” Project Gutenberg. http://www.gutenberg.org/files/135/135-h/135-h.htm] 
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