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A piece of art can tell us billions of words. It can tell us more than we expect with its meaning, emotion or even a story behind it. Some hidden messages of these pieces of art can illustrate what is in history. Of course, each piece of art is painted by an artist. And among all the artists, there will be the great one, the one whose art is most accepted and admired by the world. Some of these artworks are needed by a lot of billionaires and could worth more than million dollars. However, not all of the artists become successful and have a good life, Vincent Van Gogh is the one who had an unfortunate lifetime. His works were considered worthless:  he sold only one painting during his lifetime.
 His works now command the highest price in the world. The most interesting thing about him is his style of art he contributed to mankind although nobody understands his works at all.
Van Gogh, the painter whose works were considered to be the major inspiration for modern artists of the next generations, was the Dutch artist regarded as one of the founding fathers of Expressionism.
 As a child, he was said to be serious, silent and thoughtful.
 He began to draw and continued creating artworks throughout the years leading to the decision to become an artist. He started his career as an artist in the rural area named Drenthe and because his works were related to the life of farmers. Most of his drawings tended to be in dark tone, expressing how tough their way of living was. When he was in Paris
, he met Camille Pissaro and learned how to paint in Pointillism
 style and later when he met Edgar Degas and Paul Gauguin, his attitude toward painting had totally changed. His paintings at that time became brighter in tone of color reflecting the animation of his paintings
; this style of art is called Expressionism. When he was in Paris, all of his works were not sold since they did not gather much attention from the public at that time. Theo, Van Gogh’s brother, had to provide him with financial support. Later, he moved to Provence because the cost of living there was lower and he wanted to get away from all criticism made by the people. He finally found that he had mental illness. He was treated by Dr.Paul Gachet. During that time, he painted the Portrait of Dr.Gachet.
 At that time, his life turned to be his worst period because of his mental illness and his problem with his friend, Paul Gauguin. He eventually committed suicide ending his life at the age of 37.
The Portrait of Dr.Gachet, one of his most well known paintings, was first sold only a few hundred francs.
 However, this painting has become surprisingly valuable today as it is worth more than 80 million dollars.
 Ironically, during most of his lifetime, not so many people found his works of art very interesting. That might result from the fact that people were consumed with the kind of art that depicted the perfection of the reality rather than such abstract ideas of expressionism as Van Gogh’s. Self-portrait was very popular at that time since many people usually hung up their portraits at home in order to show their wealth. Expressionism, Van Gogh’s style, was not preferred by most people probably because people did not want to accept the new way of painting as it was in the evolution period of art. Van Gogh’s art became famous only after his death because of his dissimilarity between his art and other artists’ which had lasting impact on later development. Also, more people could reach the true beauty of his works. Those were not probably the only two reasons why his paintings became priceless. After Van Gogh’s death, there were no more new works released, so his artworks became limited edition. This pushed the price up because of the higher level of demand while supplies remained unchanged. 
Expressionism, the vital power of the pure, bright colors and the confrontational directness of Van   Gogh’s work, has influenced the movement of art from the late 19th to early 20th century and was seen as a key factor to the entire world of modern art.
 Most of the artists at that time were experiencing difficulties in trying to create their works as close as possible to reality. However, this new way of painting was not about following the concept of perfection of the reality toward objects but tended to express human’s perception and that is the reason why objects in such type of painting are usually distorted, swirling and swaying as obviously seen from Starry night,
one of his most famous work rising to the peak of artistic achievements. This painting gives viewers the extreme feelings, the night sky filled with swirling clouds, a bright crescent moon and stars blazing with their own luminescence. Although this painting seemed exaggerated, we are still able to perceive it. With this type of painting along with the unique brushstroke by Van Gogh himself, altogether Van Gogh gave the masterpiece to our world.
Not only was his way of painting that he contributed to the world but his story of life was also the inspiration for the next generation. Van Gogh’s works were out of the square to a new evolution of decor and art. His dedication to art was far beyond we could imagine how much he suffered from his sanity. Spending his entire life presenting what he truly loved in spite of criticisms from many people who did not understand. Uniqueness, creativity and self-confidence were what we can learn from Van Gogh’s works. Moreover, his style of art fulfilled the subject of art, by yielding the variety for the art of today. Without Van Gogh, we would never feel the true beauty of art.
In conclusion, what Van Gogh had contributed to the world was very wonderful. Without Van Gogh, there would be only the old style of art, no difference. When he was alive, there was nobody who accepted in his extraordinary intellect and talent and could foresee the great impacts of his art on later generation. Vincent Van Gogh’s Expressionism was the beginning of the revolution to the modern art as he was definite that painting was not just the study of the visible world. With all those changes created by Van Gogh, the world of art has grown with no more boundaries between differences in thoughts. Inarguably, despite the fact that Van Gogh had to endure the hardships in his lifetime and failed to become artistically accepted by his contemporaries, nowadays the entire world accepts and regards him as the grand contributor to the development in modern art.
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