Trip essay on June 8th-14th, 2019
Day 1 
After leaving Don-Mueang international airport, we arrive to Nakhon Phanom around 10 am in the morning. Then we take a van to Savan-Seno the special economic zone. We learn about the opportunity of investing in Laos and their long-term plan to invest in human capital in order to rely on their own because the goal of Savan-Seno is to create the employment and improve skills of Laos workers. Interesting fact is many famous companies such as Nikon, Toyota, Isuzu, and Essilor have switched their production base to Laos because low labor cost and the incentive that Savan-Seno give to the company. After that we have a chance to visit Thai consulate office in Laos and have a dinner by the riverside along the second Thai-Laos friendship bridge. Then we lose some cash at the casino that is in the same building of the hotel.
Day 2 
After the Sun rises, we packed stuff and the new journey to Vietnam begins. After crossing the border, we visit the tunnels that Vietnamese military used to hide during the Vietnam war as a tactical purpose to fight with US army and avoid from the bomb. After leaving the tunnels, we arrive to the hotel then me and my friends suddenly jump into the sea then enjoyed the pool later. Dinner time is coming, I realized that I forgot stuffs at the Casino hotel then I asked Ajarns for suggestion. Luckily the hotel will ship my stuff to their office branch in Thailand. We enjoyed seafood together then enjoyed some games and beers together. It is very memorable moment for me.
Day 3 
Today we will go to visit CP Vietnam, they welcome us very warmly. The factory that we visit is specialized in producing and exporting shrimp to many countries. I really admire the CP’s vision that see the potential in Vietnam market and invested in Vietnam since 1993, and nowadays CPV become one of the companies that play a big role in Vietnam’s food industry.
 After leaving CPV, we visit few historical places in Vietnam such as Huong Thuy and the temple. Tonight, we have Italian food and party with other classmates and Professor. I see the dark part of the city Hue, that there are many motorcycles that approaching the tourist so hard to invite the tourist to come with them and I started to see how Vietnamese people use a trick to cheat tourist’s money.
Day 4 
Today, we left Hue to Danang. I am really fatigued after the fourth morning commute. So, me and my group decided to rest for 1 hour and continue the groupwork that we have been assigned. We had a groupwork to buy a souvenir that represent Vietnam in 400,000 VND. I noticed that in Danang, there are a lot of Korean tourists in the city. This day is really good memory for me because I have spent time with my group a lot.
Day 5 
Today the bus drops us off at the mall to study about the consumer behavior in Vietnam and learn that Vietnam product try to put Thai words on the packaging because they want to endorse people that their product has the same quality as Thai product. Then we visit SCG Vietnam to learn why big company like SCG have to invest in Vietnam, and I realized that the reasons are Vietnam have very clear roadmap. So, investors see the opportunity to prosper in Vietnam. The other reason is Vietnam’s economy are running by cash. They usually paid for things like car by cash. So, it is better fir firms in terms of working capital and cash flow.
Then we head to Hoi An and have dinner and drinking.
Day 6 
We left Hoi An city for Bana Hills, The Theme park and resort that located in high mountain in Danang. We spend all day in Bana Hills. At first, I am not impressing the Chinese’s behavior at all because they are always cut the que and piss me off but after I spend the day with my friends, I forgot all of the bad things that happened to me. I know that we do not have much time left in Vietnam. I want to stay a bit longer but in reality, I cannot do anything about it. Then I realized that “Happiness always passes quickly”. 
Day 7 
I jumped into the same bus that the air condition system nearly broke but today I do not angry at it like before. We had a lunch at Pepper Lunch, I think this franchise in Vietnam are more delicious than Thailand. Then we walked to the museum to see the antiquities. I think that Vietnam and Thailand have similar dogma in goddess such as Garuda and Ginnari. After that we travel with the bus together for the last time. Then we headed back to Don Mueang International Airport, where all the story begun. 
What surprise/impress you most during trip?
I impress about the friendship between all of us in the group including Ajarns and the staff that provided to trip so well and always support me anytime. I have learnt a lot about the demographic, culture, history that I think it is better to see it on my own.
How do you see East-West economic route as connectivity in the region?
I think the connectivity between Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam is very important in order to reduce the cost and also lower tariff.
Can you imagine yourself working/living in Laos and/or Vietnam?
Before the trip I will absolutely say no but after I experience it myself I will say yes because I see the potential of their country especially Vietnam that has better urban planning than Thailand and provide more space for pedestrians.
How do you see Laos and Vietnam in next 5-10 year?
I see the potential to becoming a giant of Vietnam because their economy are growing so fast and gain a lot of tourists to their country. For Laos, I think by that time they will become middle-income country and can stand on their own legs.
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