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Direct Democracy: Why Difficulties
with Majority Voting Rule?

« A peakin an individual’s preferences is a point
at which all neighboring points are lower.

— Single-peaked preferences:
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Figure 6.2 (Single and double-

peaked preferences)
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Direct Democracy:
Majority Voting Rules

* Return to case when alternatives can be ranked
a characteristic, like size or quantity.

* The median voter is the voter whose
preferences lie in the middle of the set of all
voters’ preferences.

— Half of voters want more of the good, and half want

less.
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Table 6.3

Table 6.3 Preferred level of party expenditure

Voter Expenditure
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Table 6.4

Table 6.4 Logrolling can improve welfare
Voter
Total Net
Project Melanie Rhett Scarlet Benefits
Hospital 200 —50 —55 95
Library ~40 150 -30 80
Pool 120 60 400 220
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Table 6.5

Table 6.5 Logrolling can also lower welfare
Voter
Total Net
Project Melanie Rhert Scarlet Benefits
Hospital 200 =110 - 105 -15
Library —40 150 -120 -10
Pool —270 —140 400 =10
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