Tips on writing a good background
1. The opening sentence is important. It should explain, simply, what the topic is about.
2. It sets the tone for the overall paper; it could make the reader want to read further or choose not to.
3. What is unique about the topic? Why is it important? 
4. What country/location are we looking at? What is the time frame for the study? what years are we looking at?
5. Narrow down the focus; provide some supporting information or data. 
6. Have other authors addressed the topic? If so, how is your paper different?
7. What are the key issues? Mention these briefly.
8. Do not meander; take out unnecessary details or discussions that are not relevant with the topic.
9. Provide a transition paragraph or sentence that links to the next section of the paper.
10. Limit the background to, at the most, 2 pages.


Structure of the background section

Opening statement
(What the topic is about, why important, unique features)


Supporting information
(Location, time frame, supporting data) 


Previous studies
(reference to previous similar studies by other authors)


Key issues and focus of the study

Transition paragraph/sentence




Examples of good opening statements:
Although the agriculture sector in Lao PDR comprises around 24% of its GDP and 56% of its labor force, it is characterized by low productivity and vulnerability to climate change.
Access to education in India has been widespread for the
past two decades;  however inequality still exists in the education
sector. 

Between the end of World War II and the start of the 1990s, Japan experienced an unprecedented period of economic growth, known as the "Japanese economic miracle."



Examples of good transition sentences:
This paper will explore government agricultural policies that address challenges and issues during the economic transition from a centralized control to a market based economy. 


The following sections will discuss issues and government responses regarding social equality, enabling Vietnam to reduce its poverty rate, access to health care and education of the poor, and reduce crime.



