Agora (2009)
Everyone has their own ways of looking at things. Different people perceive and see the world differently because they are influenced by various factors such as environment surrounding them, daily habit, culture, life experiences, education, social status and the ways their parents teach them which lead each and every person in this universe develops their own beliefs. These are the keys in constructing diverse paradigms. Sometimes, people who have different experiences will have different paradigms and with misunderstandings and poor communication, it may lead to conflicts and violence. People have always been fighting with blood, sweat and tears for proving of what they have faith in or their beliefs. However, history has shown us that conflicts and wars caused by having different points of view are unworthy, but they bring tragedy, chaos and destruction to the society. The movie, Agora had the same situation happening. People killed each other just because of different paradigm.
Agora is the movie based on history that took place in the city of Alexandria, part of the Egyptian province of the Eastern Roman Empire. It indicated relationship between religion and science and Christianization of Roman empire. In Alexandria, there were various religions and beliefs. People believed in their gods and things that can be trusted. In the library of Alexandria, Hypatia and her students always proposed good ideas which later became knowledge and theories for the future generation. They had different theories but Hypatia had fostered an unbiased environment where all her students could feel comfortable and it was especially remarkable given the religious and political turmoil that was occupying the city of Alexandria at the time. Hypatia was a famous scholar, philosopher, mathematician, astronomer and the leader of the Neoplatonist school of Philosophy in Alexandria and she believed in science and things that can be backed up by reasonable discoveries.
Society in the city was divided and unpeaceful as two groups of people – Pagans and Christians encountered conflict with each other. This movie emphasizes the difference in two paradigms – people who believe in god and people who believe in science. Pagans and Christians shed blood because they tried to prove that this world was created by their gods and everything on earth was blessed by the gods. Christians insulted the god of Pagans so Pagans who foolishly thought they were stronger and had more support of the people suddenly held battlefield, and later they found out that there were more Christians than they imagined. Pagans and Christians were blinded by the firmly held belief that those who disagree or reject their opinions deserve death and that is the reason behind all the destruction of the library and the killing of the people who share the same faces with them. The humanity was destroyed because of the conflicts in the name of gods. People suffered and everything was held back. Meanwhile, people who converted into Christians will destroy everything that was against their knowledge about their god. For example, Davus who was formerly a slave of Hypatia’s father and then turned into a Christian. He destroyed the god statue of Pagans and the universe model made by himself. During that time, Christians didn’t believe that the Earth is a sphere and they argued that people on the earth would fall off if the earth was in sphere shape. They asked Davus about what his opinion was, but he rejected to speak up his idea by saying only God knows these things. He trusted God wholeheartedly that he lost his identity and disrespected Hypatia by sexually assaulting her. He showed his faithfulness to the Christianity but little did he know, he lost humanity in himself. 
On the other hand, Hypatia was considered a Pagan, but she worshipped no particular deities and her idea could be applied alongside multiple religious viewpoints. She is not interested in religion. She only feels passion about the science and the investigation about the motions of the sun, moon, earth, planets and the stars. She trusted in things that can be proved logically by certain factors. The main point that indicated the different paradigms in the movie is when Hypatia, the brave philosopher told Synesius - her former student who now is a Christian, “You don’t question what you believe. You cannot. I must”. This defined that Christians just need to trust that god is real and don’t need find any evidences behind this phenomenon. But for philosopher like Hypatia, she needs to find understandable and explainable reason to believe in something. Since Christians could not prove that God was real, they have no reason to believe in him. Because she, Pagans and Christians believe and see different things, the local archbishop Cyril had steadily gained political power commanding Christians monks to destroy pagan temples and harass Jewish population. In doing so, he intruded authority of the Roman governor Orestes, a moderate Christian, leading to a bitter public feud between the two men. Because Hypatia was seen as a wise and impartial figure, Orestes consulted Hypatia who advised him to act with fairness and restraint. When the group of Christians badly injured Orestes in the riot, he had their leader tortured to death. Cyril and his followers blamed Hypatia, accusing her of witchcraft to turn Orestes against Christianity. This implied that women in that era were disvalued by the Christian. The mop of Christians striped her and vowed to kill her. Davus suffocated Hypatia to spare her pain and then the mop of the Christians stoned her brutally.
The conflicts arising from different paradigms have negative impacts to the society and cause tragedy, death, the slowdown of a state, and destruction to many sectors. Conflicts consume our time and attention which are insignificant, and it leaves nothing behind but hatred and misery between both parties.
In social science, four of the most common paradigms are:
Positivism
The positivist framework operates from the assumption that society can and should be studied empirically and scientifically. For instance, Hypatia only believed what can be proved. She tried her best to theorize that the Earth orbits around the Sun in an elliptic orbit, not a circular orbit. She needed backed up evidences before she did something. She was impartial and unbiased towards religion. She followed the principle of objectivity, knowability and deductive logic. She represents positivism best in the movie.
Social Constructionism
The social constructionism framework indicated that truth is a varying, and socially constructed. We create reality ourselves. In the movie, Christians believed that god is real without any scientific proves. If they believe god exists, then it’s true for them. But for Hypatia, she believed in philosophy and she didn’t believe that god is real. She didn’t follow and refuse to accept the Christian. Therefore, different people with different social context believe different things.
The Critical Paradigm
The critical paradigm framework points out that scientific investigation should be conducted with the express goal of social change in mind. Such as Davus who was formerly a slave of Hypatia’s father and later on he converted into Christian. His character is to show the “downstairs” to Hypatia’s elite “upstairs.”  Slavery system happened long ago and Davus met the Christian who opened his eyes to those in difficulty. Poor and homeless people were sponsored by the Christian bishops. They provided food and home for the elderly and homeless. Davus believed that there should be a change to the society of Alexandria, and he joined Christian force to seek freedom.
Postmodernism
Postmodernism paradigm can be seen from simulation in the movie such as the god statue that becomes truth in its own right. Some people believe god exists, so they build this statue. But people who believe in others will destroy the statue. Postmodernism focuses on the reality of the individual.
This movie also implies that women are second-class citizens and they are denied education which lack of feminism.
 Szirmai (2015) and Where to invade next (2015)
Development has always been a key point and on top of the list agenda in every country across the globe. People perceive the term “Development” differently and people are often familiar with the word economic development. However, development is a process that creates positive change in many sectors such as education, agriculture, industry, manufacture, healthcare system, and, also human development. Different societies use various methods and social policies to bring the development into the reality. First of all, in Italy, their development method to boost worker productivity is to provide numerous employee benefits. Workers in Italy get eight-week vacation and five-month maternity leave and still get paid for those periods. People in Italy feel happy, relaxed and don’t feel any stressed. They enjoy their lives, work and these are the reasons why they work so productively. People feel warmed at their workplace and everyone comes to work with smile on their faces. The business owners feel happy with providing the employee benefits. They don’t treat workers as the exchange value just to create more capital but as the human being. Workers need time to rest and business owners see no clash between profits and well-being of the workers. These are the hidden reasons behind the longest life expectancy of Italians in the world. They live 4 years longer on average. Furthermore, in France, in order to develop the society, they give greater attention to the education of the children. Public school in France always provide balanced and healthy diet to the children because they perceive that when children are healthy, they can learn better and happier. French people pay slightly higher taxes than American people. But they can get many and many social welfare benefits which are not free in the United States. French school also give sexual education because they believe children should know and give importance about this thing. They are more exposed to the real-world situations. Meanwhile, Finland is regarded as having the best education in the world. Students in Finland are smart, and they speak many languages. The primary factors behind this success of development are that students do not have homework and they have the shortest school days and school years. Students have a lot of free time and can enjoy extra curriculums after school. There are numerous classes available for students to do what they are happy with such as cooking class, art, music, sport etc. They don’t pressure the students and in Finland, they don’t have standardized tests. Every school in Finland has the same quality which guarantee the best education given. They said school is about finding what makes you happy. Moreover, in Slovenia, their strategy to promote education is that it is free to go to university for everyone and students there don’t have any debts. There are many students coming from different countries that decide to study in Slovenia because they cannot afford the education in their native countries. Slovenia government thinks that college should be free for everyone in order to improve human resource. Germany, one of the countries that has a lot of tragic history, for instance, genocide and world war, but the economy of Germany nowadays is strong because of the productivity of the labor. Workers work for short hours and have a lot of free time. They mostly have only one job unlike most Americans have 2-3 part time jobs. German people still enjoy their life and have no difficulty in making end meets. The reason is that everyone has power because they have workers on the board as the representatives. On the other hand, Portugal eliminate death penalty because they perceive that death penalty destroy human dignity. Human dignity is the backbone of the society. In the 15 years, no one in Portugal ever get jailed for using drugs. They think that going jail is not the solution for drug users. They suggest that there should be better health service and treatments. In addition, in Norway, prisoners are being rewarded for good behaviors. In order to develop one country, they believe that everyone should forgive and treat each other as human being. Prisoners are put in an open environment and officers don’t use force but use their mouth instead. There are library, music studio and kitchen in the prison. The longest possible prison sentence in Norway is 21 years. They have one of the lowest murder rates in the world. Another case that can be discussed is Tunisia, the country in South Africa. There exist free government funded clinic and government funded abortion. Abortion in Tunisia is legal and this kind of service help women to be equal as men. When these women pursue education and work after this, they will have good life quality and long-life expectancy too. They value women and without women, a country is nothing.
Therefore, in my own interpretation, I do believe the common definition of development should be about the improvement in economic, social, political components. Most importantly, development is about expanding the happiness, satisfaction, life expectancy and freedom of the human being. The well-being of citizens is the success of the development.
From my point of view, I think Professor Amartya Sen’s hypothesis best explain the determinant of development level in each society. He pointed out that development could be seen as a process of expanding the freedoms that people can enjoy. Freedoms also depend on other determinants such as social and economic arrangements (e.g. education and health facilities), political and civil rights. GDP per capita alone cannot determine the development level. He stated that famines in various parts of the world sometimes occurred even when there was no decline in food output.
I strongly believe that development is conceivable without economic growth because economic growth just looks at the national GDP or national output while the development looks at the greater scale such as literacy level, education standard, healthcare standard, environmental standard, the national output, quality and well being of life, and life expectancy. Even without an increase in national output, people may still enjoy their life and have their freedom from poverty, insecurity and hunger. Higher GDP level doesn’t guarantee good education standard and healthcare system. Economic growth may be essential as it provides higher income for people to buy more food and goods. But it doesn’t improve everyone’s living standard and well-being.
American Factory (2019)
 Division of labors
 The Division of labors are done to ensure an efficient system in the factory so that they can achieve the goal faster and waste little time. In Adam Smith’s theory, these will increase numbers of production and profit. However, for Karl Marx’s argument, the division of labor of the factory would lead to a deduction of overall process comprehension and the workers would also feel like a machine that is called upon each stage of production. It is an interesting point to notice as capitalism theories are practiced in a communist country like China, while a capitalist United States would struggle with Adam Smith’s theory. 
Labor Union 
An independent labor union does not exist in China because they forcefully believe into a bigger union of communism. The organization works directly with the political party of China. In the US, the factory owner would attempt to avoid the union since they would be free from any institution but face heavy criticism as workers see it as the obstacle for their freedom of speech and safety at work. The chairman believes the other way as he thought that union is what denies the company production efficiency. 
Technological Development 
Adam and Karl believe technological development would reduce the number of skills that a worker needs. Therefore, they thought it would result in a trend of less talented craftsmen in the labor pool. However, changes to automation at Fuyao mean an end of employment of many unskilled workers. Inefficient laborers are also targeted by the development to favor the company means of increasing the production amount that would satisfy their value of salary.
Baker and Phongpaichit (2014) and Paradoxocracy (2013)
Marxist historical development plays an important role in Thai society. The country's political direction was influenced by Marx’s idea that propelled its economic development. It also improved the citizen status of a boom in the economy of the country that witnessed people moving from lower class to middle class after the revolution. 
The birth of liberalism in Thailand is the first time that Marxism is heard in Thailand. From the 1920s to the revolution, it shows that people need to come together to realize their dream and their desire. It offers an opportunity for the lower class to raise their voice. With a unity of people, come the power of democracy that fuels the abolishment of the absolute monarchy reign. The first constitution that was codified by the leader of the coup is delivered with elements of liberal ideas to ensure people's right and development path that favors Thai citizens.
It was soon to be crushed by the power of the military that rose during the second world war. In the alignment of facism, the dictatorship that was borne further suppressed the power of democracy. 
After the second world war, the US’s influence also denied the Marxism ideology furthermore. The liberal nationalism concept turned into the focus of rapid development. However, the concept of Marxism still stuck with the lower class to middle class citizens who largely did not benefit from the dictatorship society. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Frequent coups between the military and the socialist demonstrates how these people are struggling by the failed government that did not manage to solve their own citizen problem and instead focusing on retaining power within their own grid.
