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Course Outline
EE409 Seminar in Political Economy and Economic History

Semester 2/2017-8 (January 8 – May 20, 2018)

Number of credits:	3 credits 

Lecture Time:		Tuesdays, 2.00 - 5.00 PM
Instructor:	Dr. Thorn Pitidol
Office: Room 464, Faculty of Economics
Email: thorn@econ.tu.ac.th
Office hours: By appointment

Course Description:	
Seminar and research on specific topics in political economy and economic history under supervision and guidance of the lecturer.

Prerequisites: 
Completion of at least two 400 level courses in the Political Economics and Economic History field

Course Objectives:
In this course, students will learn to conduct a systematic research on their topic of interest. The topic needs to be related to political economy and economic history. The course aims to stimulate an active-learning environment. The main role of the lecturer will be advising your research, and guiding you through the process of crafting it. Students needs to attend all the class to be guided through each step of working on the research. There will be presentations and submissions of each section of the research. 
	This course is split into two big parts. The first part introduces you to the basic elements of good research. Students are introduced the overall process of drafting research questions, literature review, theoretical framework, findings, discussion of results, and conclusions. There will be discussions of other research works to see how they have conducted these parts. Student will be assigned to read and evaluate journal papers and past seminar papers. 
In the second part, students will take more roles in presenting their works and discussing each other works. Students will take turn to present their research topic, related literature, theoretical framework, methodology, and findings. While one student presentation, others will be tasked to make constructive comments and suggestions for improvement. Students will also have an opportunity to do one-on-one consultation with the lecturer.  
Textbooks:
	There is no specific textbook for this course. There will be some reading to guide you on how to write a good research. There will also be a reading list that you can select to assist your research. 

Grading:		
1. Group assignments					20%
2. Class participation and comments				10%
3. Final paper (presentation)					10%
4. Final paper (report)					60%

Your final research report (your seminar paper)

	The research paper must be less than 7000 words (excluding graphs, tables and figure bibliography and appendices). The paper should be well-orgnized in different parts. For example 1) introduction 2) literature review 3) theoretical framework and methodology and 4) findings 5) conclusion. The formatting of the paper 

Teaching Plan (tentative):
	Week
	Date
	Agenda
	Assignment

	1
	9-Jan-18
	Introduction - Review of Course and Research Resources.  Identification of Topics.
Individual Meetings to identify research topics, relevant literature
Selection of reading materials for future classes
	Read the suggested readings and start thinking about your topic.

	2
	16-Jan-18
	
	 

	3
	6-Feb-18
	Outlining the steps for research and comment on papers (group assignment)
	Yes – Powerpoint presentation

	4
	13-Feb-18
	Comment on papers (group assignment)
	Yes – Powerpoint presentation

	5
	20-Feb-18
	Comment on papers (group assignment)
	Yes – Powerpoint presentation

	6
	27-Feb-18
	Literature Review and Research methods
Individual Consultation
	

	7
	6-Mar-18
	Workshop1 – Presenting a Research Proposal
	Yes - Powerpoint presentation

	8
	13-Mar-18
	Midterm Week, No Class.
	Work on your paper

	9
	20-Mar-18
	How to write a good research paper
	

	10
	27-Mar-18
	TBA (Guest Lecturer or Consultation)
	

	11
	3-Apr-18
	Topic/Liturature review/Theorerical Framework/Methodology
	Yes – Powerpoint presentation

	12
	10-Apr-18
	Topic/Liturature review/ Theorerical Framework/Methodology
	Yes – Powerpoint presentation

	13
	24-Apr-18
	Topic/Liturature review/ Theorerical Framework/Methodology
	Yes – Powerpoint presentation

	14
	1-May-17
	TBA (maybe Guest Lecturer/consultation)
	

	15
	8-Apr-17
	Final Presentation
	Submit  your draft final

	16
	15-May-17
	Final Presentation
	

	Term Assignment
	20-May-17
	Submit Your Final Draft
	 




Suggested readings by topics:

Democracy 
· Becker, Gary S. 1983. “A Theory of Competition Among Pressure Groups for Political Influence.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 98(3): 371–400.
· Besley, Timothy. 2006. Principled Agents?: The Political Economy of Good Government. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.
· Besley, Timothy and Stephen Coate. 1997. “An Economic Model of Representative Democracy.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 112 (1): 85-114.
· De Figueiredo Jr., Rui J. P. 2002. “Electoral Competition, Political Uncertainty, and Policy Insulation.” The American Political Science Review. 96(2): 321–33.
· Osborne, Martin J., and Al Slivinski. 1996. “A Model of Political Competition with Citizen-Candidates.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 111(February): 65–96.
· Boix, Carles. 2003. Democracy and Redistribution. New York: Cambridge University Press.
· Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. 2006. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy. Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge University Press.
· Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. 2008. “Persistence of Power, Elites, and Institutions.” The American Economic Review. 98(1): 267–93.
· Lipset, Seymour Martin. 1959. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and Political Legitimacy.” American Political Science Review. 53(1): 69-105.
· Lizzeri, Alessandro, and Nicola Persico. 2004. “Why Did the Elites Extend the Suffrage? Democracy and the Scope of Government with an Application to Britain’s ‘Age of Reform.’” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 119(May): 707–65.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Inequality 
· Austen-Smith, David, and Michael Wallerstein. 2006. “Redistribution and Affirmative Action.” Journal of Public Economics 90(10-11): 1789–1823.
· Cameron, David R. 1978. “The Expansion of the Public Economy: A Comparative Analysis.” The American Political Science Review 72(4): 1243–61.
· Chattopadhyay, Raghabendra, and Esther Duflo. 2004. “Women as Policy Makers: Evidence from a Randomized Policy Experiment in India.” Econometrica 72(5): 1409–43.
· Goldin, Claudia.  2014.  “A Great Gender Convergence: Its Last Chapter,” American Economic Review, 104(4): 1091-1119.
· Austen-Smith, David, and Michael Wallerstein. 2006. “Redistribution and Affirmative Action.” Journal of Public Economics 90(10-11): 1789–1823.
· Cameron, David R. 1978. “The Expansion of the Public Economy: A Comparative Analysis.” The American Political Science Review 72(4): 1243–61.
· • Debs, Alexandre and Gretchen Helmke. 2010. “Inequality under Democracy: Explaining the Left Decade in Latin America.” Quarterly Journal of Political Science. 5(3): 209-241.
· • Persson, Torsten, and Guido Tabellini. 1994. “Is Inequality Harmful for Growth?” The American Economic Review. 84(3): 600–621.
· Piketty, Thomas. 1995. “Social Mobility and Redistributive Politics.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 110(3): 551–84.
· Piketty, Thomas, and Emmanuel Saez. 2007. “How Progressive Is the U.S. Federal Tax System? A Historical and Internaitonal Perspective.” Journal of Economic Perspectives 21(1): 3–24.

Welfare 
· Fox Piven, Frances and Richard A. Cloward. 1971. Regulating the Poor: The Functions of Public Welfare. New York: Vintage Books.
· Moene, Karl Ove, and Michael Wallerstein. 2001. “Inequality, Social Insurance, Redistribution.” The American Political Science Review 95(4): 859–74.
· Persson, Torsten, Roland, and Guido Tabellini.  2007.  “Electoral Rules and Government Spending in Parliamentary Democracy.”  Quarterly Journal of Political Science. 2(2): 155-188.
· Rodrik, Dani. 1998. “Why Do More Open Economies Have Bigger Governments?” Journal of Political Economy 106(5): 997–1032.
· Scheve, Kenneth and David Stasavage. 2010. “The Conscription of Wealth: Mass Warfare and the Demand for Progressive Taxation.” International Organization 64(4): 529–61.
· Skocpol, Theda. 1992. Protecting Soldiers and Mothers: The Political Origins of Social Policy in the United States. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
· Swenson, Peter A. 2002. Capitalists Against Markets: The Making of Labor Markets and Welfare States in the United States and Sweden. New York, N.Y.: Oxford University Press.
· Wallerstein, Michael. 1999. “Institutions and Pay Inequality in Advanced Industrial Societies.” American Journal of Political Science 43(3): 649–80.

Corruption 
· Bardhan, Pranab. 1997. “Corruption and Development: A Review of Issues.” Journal of Economic Literature. 35(September): 1320–46.
· Dunning, Thad. 2008. Crude Democracy. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
· Ferraz, Claudio, and Frederico Finan. 2008. “Exposing Corrupt Politicians: The Effects of Brazil’s Publicly Released Audits on Electoral Outcomes.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 123(2): 703–45.
· Rose-Ackerman, Susan. 1999. Corruption and Government: Causes, Consequences, and Reform. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
· Shleifer, Andrei, and Robert W. Vishny. 1993. “Corruption.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 108(3): 599–617.
· Campos Edgardo J., Donald Lien, and Sanjay Pradhan (1999). “The Impact of Corruption on Investment: Predictability Matters”, World Development, Volume 27, Issue 6, June 1999, pp. 1059–1067
· Emerson, Patrick M. (2006). “Corruption, competition and democracy”, Journal of Development Economics, Vol. 81, pp. 193 – 212.
· Gupta, Sanjeev, Luiz de Mello, and Raju Sharan (2000). “Corruption and Military Spending”, IMF Working Paper 00/23, Washington DC: IMF
· Jain, A. K. (2001). “Corruption: A Review”. Journal of Economic Surveys, 15: 71–121. 
· Javorcik, Beata S. & Wei, Shang-Jin, (2009). "Corruption and cross-border investment in emerging markets: Firm-level evidence," Journal of International Money and Finance, Elsevier, vol. 28(4), pages 605-624
· Lambsdorff, J.G. (2007) .The institutional economics of corruption and reform, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
· Mauro, Paolo (1998). “Corruption and the Composition of Government Expenditure”, Journal of Public Economics, Vol. 69, pp. 263-279.
· Murphy, Kevin M., Andrei Shleifer, and Robert W. Vishny (1991). “The Allocation of Talent: Implications for Growth”, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Volume 106:2, pp. 503-30
· Tanzi, Vito and Davoodi, Hamid R. (2000). “Corruption, Growth, and Public Finances”. IMF Working Paper, Vol. , pp. 1-27, 2000


Institutions (and Economic History)

· Ostrom, Elinor. 1990. Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
· Olson, Mancur. 1965. The Logic of Collective Action. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
· North, Douglass C., and Barry R. Weingast. 1989. “Constitutions and Commitment: The Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice in Seventeenth-Century England.” The Journal of Economic History. 49(04): 803–32.
· Przeworski, Adam, Mike Alvarez, José A. Cheihub, and Fernando Limongi. 2000. Democracy and Development: Political Institutions and Well Being in the World, 1950-1990. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
· North, Douglass C., "Institutions," The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 5:1 (Winter 1991), pp. 97-112.
· North, Douglass C., "New Institutional Economics and Development." 1993 working paper (PDF file).
· North, Douglass C., "Economic Performance Through Time," The American Economic Review, 84 (June 1994), pp. 359-368.
· North, Douglass C., "Five Propositions about Institutional Change," in Explaining Social Institutions, Jack Knight and Itai Sened, eds., University of Michigan Press, 1995, pp. 15-26. 
· North, Douglass C., "Understanding Economic Change," in Transforming Post-Communist Political Economies, Joan M. Nelson, Charles Tilly and Lee Walker, eds., Washington D. C.: National Academy Press, 1997, pp. 13-18. 
· Allen, Douglas W., The Institutional Revolution: Measurement and the Economic Emergence of the Modern World, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011. 
· Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson and James Robinson, "The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation," American Economic Review 91: 1369-1401, 2001.
· Rodrik, Dani, Arvind Subramanian, and Francesco Trebbi. "Institutions Rule: The Primacy of Institutions Over Geography and Integration in Economic Development," Journal of Economic Growth 9 (2): 131-165, 2004.
· Eggertsson, Thrainn. "No Experiments, Monumental Disasters: Why It Took a Thousand Years To Develop a Specialized Fishing Industry in Iceland,", Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization 30:1, pp. 1-23 ,1996.
· Engerman, Stanley and Kenneth Sokoloff, "Factor Endowments, Institutions, and Differential Paths of Growth Among New World Economies: A View from Economic Historians of the United States," in How Latin America Fell Behind: Essays on the Economic Histories of Brazil and Mexico, 1800-1914, edited by Stephen Haber, Stanford University Press, pp. 260-304, 1997.
· Banerjee, Abhijit and Lakshmi Iyer, "History, Institutions and Economic Performance: The Legacy of Colonial Land Tenure Systems in India," American Economic Review 95 (4): 1190-1213, 2005.
· Nunn, Nathan, "The Long-Term Effects of Africa's Slave Trades," Quarterly Journal of Economics 123 (1): 139-176, 2008.
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