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Scene 1: Introduction
· Setting: Bang Rak Fire Station
· Action: Narrator talks about the overview of the story of Les Misérables
· Dialogue: I believe that many of you are familiar with story of Les Misérables in screen movies, but have you ever read the original novel? We encourage you to read the book because it is known as one of the “100 Novels That Everyone Should Read” written by Victor Hugo. It’s a story about the struggles of ex-convict Jean Valjean and his experience of redemption.[footnoteRef:1] It’s a classic of French literature, politics & religion and reflects the history of French rebellion, the injustice among the poor and the rich, also about the different types of love which some problems still occur in the present.  [1:  Wikipedia contributors. “Les Misérables.” Wikipedia. The Free Encyclopedia. 11 March 2015. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Mis%C3%A9rables] 

Scene 2: Rebellion
· Setting: Bang Ruk Fire station
· Action: Narrators talk and focuses on the rebellion in Les Misérables
· Dialogue: If we think about the story Les Misérables, we would probably think of the French Revolution; however the story took place in only a small rebellion called the “June Rebellion” during the French Revolution era. According to history, the June Rebellion was a rebellion against the monarchy of Louis Phillipe I by the people of France whom were mostly the poor and Parisian students or “The Friends of ABC” referring to the book. [footnoteRef:2] As General Jean Maximilien Lamarque; the only one who cared and spoke for the poor and middle classes; dies, France has just lost their great hero. The rebels used his funeral as a catalyst for revolt.[footnoteRef:3] However this insurrection was a failure due to a lack of support from the people of France. The rebels ended up with only a small group, made barricade and armed themselves but was eventually massacred by the soldiers. The battle was over after 24 hours.  [2:  Behrent, Megan. “The Enduring Relevance of Victor Hugo.” International Socialist Review. http://isreview.org/issue/89/enduring-relevance-victor-hugo ]  [3:  Bergström, Brain. “How historically-correct are the events in Les Miserables?.” Quora. 14 August 2011. http://www.quora.com/How-historically-correct-are-the-events-in-Les-Miserables ] 

Though the June Rebellion in 1832 is only a relatively small rebellion compared to the French Revolution in 1789, it plays a big role in the story of Les Misérables because the author, Victor Hugo was one of the witnesses.  This is why the story is filled with liable details of what has happened in the June Rebellion as Hugo suspected the barricade, the young people, and the shooting in the streets.

Scene 3: Injustice
	-Setting: Saint Francis Xavier Church
	-Scene 3.1: Poverty
· Action: Narrators talk and focuses on the poverty in Les Misérables
· Dialogue:  The novel has been influenced in making people desire a more just and equality world. In Les Misérables, the author condemns the inequality class as based on social structure in nineteenth century of France causing the turning point of good people into criminals and beggars.
According to the book, it focuses on three areas that particularly need to be reformed: criminal justice, education, and the treatment of women. He transfers much of his message through the character of Fantine, a symbol of many good people but impoverished women driven to despair and death by dangerous society. A single mother who had to leave her child in order to work but unluckily she was fired, leading her with no money and no job. This forced her to sell her hair, her teeth, and finally herself into prostitution.[footnoteRef:4] This reflects that while the rich could use money to buy anything they want, Fantine has to sell everything she can possibly sell in exchange for money. [4: “Social Injustice in Les Miserables?.” Yahoo! Answers. https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20140119172041AAMpGCg ] 

From this part, it shows that if the employer had more morality or sympathy; he would have not fire Fantine out of work, causing her to the end of her life in despair. One of the main problems is due to her lack of the education, which forced her to have low job opportunities and especially for women during that time. Moreover, it showed that poverty was the main issue that caused her to do terrible things for survival. 
Les Misérables is not only about the poor and wretched, but also those excluded from society such as the underclass and those in rebellion against the ruling classes.
The poor people of France protested against the government, they begged the case of the poor asking for government aid to be instituted into regulations. The poor classes were also known as the dangerous class because of the protesting for their benefits, which is not fair to them. If only the government had been more concerned about the problem, there must have been a way to solve it.
"The holy law of Jesus Christ governs our civilisation, but it does not yet permeate it; it is said that slavery has disappeared from European civilisation. This is a mistake. It still exists: but it now weighs only upon woman ... It weighs upon woman, that is to say, upon grace, upon feebleness, upon beauty, upon maternity. This is not the least of man's shames."[footnoteRef:5] [5:  “France in the Age of Les Miserables.” Mtholyoke.edu. February 2011. https://www.mtholyoke.edu/courses/rschwart/hist255-s01/eponine2/poorwomen.html ] 

              Victor Hugo, Les Misérables, Fantine Book IV, Chapter XI
-Scene 3.2 Crimes & Laws
· Action: Narrators talk and focuses on the crimes & laws in Les Misérables.
· Dialogue: The novel is highly critical on law enforcement. Hugo describes the character of Valjean of how the French criminal-justice system transforms a simple bread thief into a severe criminal. The effect of Valjean’s nineteen years of mistreatment has made him become a sneaky and vicious person as he tried to escape from prison but failed to. With Jean Valjean's character, Hugo shows the reader that one can do bad things on the outer side, but is morally good inside. This shows that in the past, the law is said that theft was a serious crime which should be punished by extreme methods and no exception for any little cases.
Today, the penalties for stealing or theft are classified from a petty case till the severe case. And to compare the case of Valjean who stole for the survivor of one life, his niece, is considered a necessary case for his act, so his penalties may be put in the petty or minor case for punishment. He may be fined or warned for his improper action but not be punished for several years like in 12th century.
Another case that Hugo mentions is the policeman, Javert who concerns only the righteous, which makes him fail spiritually. And eventually commits suicide due to his guilt towards Valjean’s mercy for sparing his life after the rebels caught him but he has the controversy between morality and duty.
In Les Misérables, Jean Valjean is released from prison with a yellow identification card.[footnoteRef:6]  Then he started to find a job but he cannot find any because of his card identified him as a convict. His human rights are violated. After the Father Myriel takes the wretched Valjean in for the night in the beginning of the story, he steals the silver candlesticks of the Father Myriel however he tells the police that he has given the candlesticks to Valjean. This is the great lesson of love teaching by the Father Myriel that Jean Valjean never forgets and changes him forever. You will see that sometimes law might not be useful for all cases, however in some cases morality should be more considered. [6:  “Explain ‘The guilty one is not he who commits the sin, but the one who causes the darkness.’ (Les Misérables)” eNotes. http://www.enotes.com/homework-help/explain-quilty-one-not-he-who-coommits-sin-but-one-60955 ] 

- Scene 3.3 Relations between poverty and crimes of Les Misérables in the present.
· Action: Narrators talk and focuses on the relations between poverty and crimes of Les Misérables in the present.
· Dialogue: Les Misérables is about the different classes of the society between the struggles of rich and poor. “The rich looked down on the poor, the poor looked down on the convicts, and the convicts looked down on the rich for treating them like dirt.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  “What is the significance of the title Les Miserables?” eNotes. http://www.enotes.com/homework-help/what-significance-title-les-miserables-151905 ] 

The novel illustrates that a case of crime and poverty can be eliminated by education.  The flexibility of criminal justice system should focus on rehabilitation rather than punishment, and the equality and humane treatment of women. Les Misérables is a call for a nobler civilization and a wiser. When it was released, it inspired a great action of sympathy for hopeless people. It was also viewed as a celebration of revolution against tyranny.
From the past until the present, Social injustice is also a topic that lots of people in many society concerns about. Such issues as social different structure but nowadays also has different problems that added up from past such as corruption, lies and greed by those in power of government. This needs to be cured as soon as possible.
Scene 4: Love
	-Setting: Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall
- Scene 4.1: Love and Compassion
- Action: Narrators talk and focuses on Importance of Love and Compassion and examples from the story.
- Dialogue: In Les Misérables, Hugo asserts that love and compassion are the most important gifts that one person can give another and shows that these qualities should be the most important goal of life. Without love, one could lead to unhappiness and misery. Hugo describes one main character, Valjean to represent these qualities. After his freedom he found himself as useless, no honor and full of sadness but because of love that changed him. At the beginning of the novel, Father Myriel is the first person in decades to treat Valjean with love and respect with acts of trust and affection. The meeting with Father Myriel forever changes Valjean’s character. Even though Valjean have stolen his property and got arrested by police, he forgave Valjean. Valjean felt so guilty that he could not be like this anymore so he promises to become an honest man, opens up his heart and let the redemptive power of love and compassion consumes him.[footnoteRef:8] As years past, Valjean had transformed from a hate-filled and hardened criminal into a successful and well-respected businessman. He learns to love and treat others equally as Father Myriel treated him when he came out of prison. [8:  “Les Misérables: Analysis of Major Characters.” SparkNotes. http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/lesmis/canalysis.html] 

Fantine represents maternal love that shows how mothers will do anything for her child no matter what hardship she may face. Although she abandoned her child Cosette to stay with the Thénardiers, this was done with necessity and the best of intentions however it  was also the result of pressure applied by society in the form of prejudice and hypocrisy.  Nevertheless it shows that she is willing to sacrifice all of her proprietary including her wealth, health and dignity in order to protect Cosette. Her efforts to raise money leads to suffering in both of physical and psychological indignities before losing her life to illness (brought on as the result of poor living conditions).
As Fantine dies, Valjean promises to raise her daughter, where he found himself a sense of happiness and fulfillment that he has never known nor felt before. Valjean’s love for others, especially, for Cosette—is what keeps him going through desperate times.
Valjean made sure she was well educated and best taken care of until she was an adult. Raising one person is not easy comparing to the present as not many people today are willing to spend money on someone who are not their own. This is why Valjean is the hero of love and compassion in this story.
The story continues until one day Cosette falls in love with Marius. Valjean understands that he has no right to intervene. He sees Cosette and Marius must fulfill their destinies together. Since Cosette was undertaken to care by Valjean out of a sense of duty, Valjean decides to leave. However once they discover the truth, the love for each other leads them both to forgive Valjean for his criminal past.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Fernie, Stuart. “Notes for the study of Victor Hugo's ‘Les Miserables’.” Stuart Fernie’s Website. May 2000.  http://www.stuartfernie.com/mis.html ] 

Hugo also mentions that loving others, while difficult, is not always a futile task, as he uses Valjean and an old man named Fauchelevent, who had just fallen beneath his cart with his horse having tumbled down and it was Valjean who had come up at the moment of the accident and managed to get him out; to show that love begets love, and compassion begets compassion.[footnoteRef:10] Years later, Fauchelevent repays Valjean’s bravery by offering him refuge from Javert in the convent of Petit-Picpus.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  “Les Miserables by Victor Hugo:Chapter VI. Father Fauchelevent.” The Literature Network. http://www.online-literature.com/victor_hugo/les_miserables/45/ ]  [11:  “Les Misérables: Themes, Motifs & Symbols.” Sparknotes. http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/lesmis/themes.html ] 

-Scene 4.2: Conclusion of Love and Compassion
-Action: Narrators talk and focuses on conclusion of love and compassion in Les Misérables.
-Dialogue:  Today, love still and will always play an important role in nature. All social living things including humans need love. Love is the emotion that makes us feel connected to others and care about what happens to them. Love can also be a virtue representing human kindness, compassion, and affection.[footnoteRef:12] A mother's love for her children compels her to care for them and improves their chances of survival or even love of friends or love of parents to adopted child can also bring big happiness to life. The understanding of different types of love is universal and valuable because it promotes a sense of empathy towards others that is necessary for coexistence.  [12:  Wikipedia contributors. “Love.” Wikipedia. The Free Encyclopedia. 15 March 2015.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love 
] 

Scene 5: Conclusion
	-Setting: Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall
	-Action: Narrators concludes why we should read Les Misérables
-Dialogue:  One can say that Victor Hugo chose to write the story Les Misérables with intention to remind the people and the world about the republican revolutionaries that France had to face during the eighteenth and nineteenth century.  As he published the first book in 1862, thirty years after the June Rebellion, Hugo perhaps worried that the sacrifices of the young republicans would be forgotten in the face of other larger revolutions.[footnoteRef:13]  By writing this book, he wanted to be ensured that they would live on in memory and the heart of morals. Furthermore, this book had successfully influence internationally. Historians believe that this incident would have been forgotten if Victor Hugo had not chosen it to set the scene for Les Misérables.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Gaseor, Michelle. “Classic of the Month: Les Miserables in Historical Context.” The Modern Manuscript. 4 January 2013. https://themodernmanuscript.wordpress.com/2013/01/04/classic-of-the-month-les-miserables-in-historical-context/ ]  [14:  Carter, Andrew. “The French Revolution for Dummies (and ‘Les Misérables’ Watchers).” The Daily Beast. 24 December 2012. http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/12/24/the-french-revolution-for-dummies-and-les-mis-rables-watchers.html ] 

The book might be very long, but still worth to read for varies of topics much more details than the screen movies. The book ties you up in the content that will be memorable as it consumes you into the story. It presents a different view from the musical or the movie which you can understand the characters’ emotion even deeper. This book discusses archetypal topics of love, injustice, and rebellion that are common to all cultures of people and span time periods. These topics, specifically, are prevalent in the humanities because they attempt to enlighten people to the common struggles felt by many, and help to connect people from different backgrounds and times. 
These archetypes are valuable in our current time as they promote passion and empathy for humanity as a whole. Although the circumstances have changed from the setting of this novel, the characters’ struggles are applicable to our world today and they provide a commentary on how we relate to each other on a moral level.
  If you are looking for a novel that tells a story of how people in that period lived their lives and how unfair paupers had to face, this is a perfect book for you to discover the story.
“As long as ignorance and poverty exist on earth, book of nature of Les Misérables cannot fail to be of use” Hauteville House, 1862 (Translation by Isabel F. Hapgood) – Victor Hugo, Les Miserbales: Complete 5 Volumes.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Boss, Judith & Widger, David. “Les Misérables, by Victor Hugo.” Project Gutenberg. http://www.gutenberg.org/files/135/135-h/135-h.htm] 
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