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Among over 50,000 pieces of artwork Picasso created during his long lifetime, the most contribution to mankind was cubism, a wholly new idea of art which the Spanish artist, collaborated with his French partner, Georges Braque, developed during the early 20th century.[footnoteRef:1]  Cubism was the first form of abstract art.  It was introduced with a somewhat controversial idea that realism and perspective rule used in painting since the Renaissance limited creativity and progression of art.[footnoteRef:2]  Before cubism, painters exactly imitated what they saw.  But for Picasso, he also expressed what he thought and felt about the subject into his cubist art.  With cubism, artists can think beyond realism and extend the range of art in the same way as the Wright brothers did with transportation.[footnoteRef:3]  Most of all, cubism inspired lots of subsequent artists and led to the remarkable revolution of Art History.   [1:  Wikipedia contributors.  ”Pablo Picasso”. En.wikipedia.org. 6 Feb 2012. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso>]  [2:  Artyfactory contributors.  “cubism”. Artyfactory.com. 6 Feb 2012. <http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/cubism.htm>]  [3: Artyfactory contributors. “cubism”. Artyfactory.com. 6 Feb 2012. <http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/cubism.htm>] 

Cubist art by Picasso and Braque was developed during 1910 to 1916.  It was originally the mixture of various styles of art.  One that influenced cubism greatly was the works of Paul Cézanne, a famous French artist whom Picasso regarded as his only master.[footnoteRef:4]  In some Cézanne’s works, such as “Quarry Bibémus”, the perspective was ignored, so both depth and space of the three-dimensional figure were flattened.  He did this to distinguish the painting and reality apart and this approach later highly influenced Picasso’s cubism.[footnoteRef:5]  Picasso also adopted African tribal art and ancient Egyptian art to his works.[footnoteRef:6]  Later, the Spaniard integrated their unique characteristics in his paintings; one of them was “Les Demoiselles d'Avignon”, or “The Young Ladies of Avignon”, which was considered as the major step toward cubism.[footnoteRef:7]   [4:  Greenfeld, Howard. Pablo Picasso An Introduction. 1971.  p.93	]  [5:  Artyfactory contributors.  “cubism”. Artyfactory.com. 6 Feb 2012. <http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/cubism.htm>]  [6:  Gardner, Howard. Creating Minds. 1993.  p.162]  [7:  Wikipedia contributors.  ”cubism”. En.wikipedia.org. 6 Feb 2012. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/cubism>] 

 The progression of Picasso’s cubism could be divided into two distinct phases.  The concept of the first phase, analytic cubism, was to analyze a subject in many viewpoints and decompose it into numerous fragmented parts.  Then, the natural form of each part would be simplified to easy geometrical form and put together again in an abstract manner.  Abstract manner meant that each fragmented part overlapped one another randomly with no depth, creating a distorted appearance and shallow surface.[footnoteRef:8]  Whereas a picture drawn in perspective had only one viewpoint, Picasso’s cubist art denied the rule and showed many different views, sides, top and bottom, of the subject at once.[footnoteRef:9]  As a result, the subject of the painting became less recognizable.  This was truly the beginning of the full abstract art. [8:  Gardner, Howard. Creating Minds. 1993.  p.164]  [9:  Artyfactory contributors.  “cubism”. Artyfactory.com. 6 Feb 2012. <http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/cubism.htm>] 

 However, his works became more and more difficult for viewers to understand.  Therefore, he decided to revive his cubist painting with a new technique which led to the second phase of cubism called synthetic cubism.[footnoteRef:10]   This time, Picasso and his companion did a totally weird experiment by gluing various elements of the actual world like newspaper, sheet music, paper clips and cutout words onto their painted canvas.  Even more, they sometimes mixed the paint with sand and sawdust. [footnoteRef:11]  The result was a more colorful, innovative cubist art with various textures never existed before.  This was the first introduction of collage technique, which is widely adopted in modern mixed media nowadays.  Indeed, Picasso showed that his cubism could be made with anything, even with materials from the ‘real world’.  This again challenged the assumption of post-Renaissance art which said that painting was nothing more than an illusion.[footnoteRef:12]   [10:  Greenfeld, Howard. Pablo Picasso An Introduction. 1971.  p.101]  [11:  Gardner, Howard. Creating Minds. 1993.  p.165]  [12:  Hilton, Timothy. Picasso. 1975.  p.119] 

When Picasso’s cubist works were initially exhibited to French artists and critics, a controversy occurred.  Some critics positioned his works as the ultra-revolutionary of the history of art and the conception of modern aesthetics.  In contrary, many thought that they were too strange and ridiculous.[footnoteRef:13]  The negative aspects seemed to outweigh the supporting side, but Picasso still carried on his work with confidence nonetheless.  Surprisingly, the response was completely another story when his works were exhibited outside of France.  In England and United States, cubism was more accepted and became the most famous art movement at that time.[footnoteRef:14]  [13:  Gardner, Howard. Creating Minds. 1993.  p.168]  [14:  Greenfeld, Howard. Pablo Picasso An Introduction. 1971.  p.106] 

Unlike realistic art, cubism does not directly show clear details of the subject.  From Picasso’s point of view, art should not be the same as a photo produced by camera, but should be a combination of reality and imagination.  So, viewing cubist art is just like solving the puzzle.  Regularly, the viewers do not understand thoroughly what they see at first sight, though they can feel the artist’s passion and spirit.  Some said that the first owner of the cubist portrait of a person thought that it was a landscape.[footnoteRef:15]  Lots of his works remain debatable and mysterious up to now.  However, if people take time studying the artworks more deliberately, they will gradually realize the structure of the subject and messages the artist would like to convey to them.  [15:  Greenfeld, Howard. Pablo Picasso An Introduction. 1971.  p.99] 

Cubism greatly influenced modern and contemporary art in many ways.  It opened up the new definition of art which stimulated the following painters to think outside the box and later developed many modern art movements.  Futurism in Italy, vorticism in England, expressionism in Germany and suprematism and constructivism in Russia were examples of modern art evolved from Picasso’s cubism.[footnoteRef:16]  It also inspired many modern American Abstract painters, Arshile Gorky, Jackson Pollock and Willem de Kooning, as well as other artistic fields like sculpture, architecture, design, decorative arts and even literature.[footnoteRef:17]  In the field of literature, the novels or poets which adopt the idea of cubism mostly narrate the lives of many different characters seemingly isolated, but produce a complete story when joined together.[footnoteRef:18]  In addition, collage technique used in synthetic cubism now appears in many contemporary artworks, such as mixed media, movie poster and fashion design.  All these can show the great impact of cubism on the progression of modern and contemporary art.  [16:  Artyfactory contributors. “cubism”. Artyfactory.com. 6 Feb 2012. <http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/cubism.htm>]  [17:  Pablopicasso contributors. Pablo Picasso Biography. Pablopicasso.org. 10 Feb 2012. <http://www.pablopicasso.org/#>]  [18:  Wikipedia contributors.  ”cubism”. En.wikipedia.org. 8 Feb 2012. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/cubism >] 

The idea of cubism can also be applied to our daily lives unexpectedly.  It taught us to analyze any problems or events in our daily lives from many viewpoints, like a concept of analytic cubism, before making any decisions.  When we face a difficult situation with lots of meticulous details, we should erase the unnecessary stuffs out and maintain only the core of it.  This is the same as Picasso reduced the details of his subject to the simple geometrical forms.  Lastly, the way we view cubist art reminds us not to superficially judge people, but we should examine them with deep intention and patience.
It is obvious that cubism revolutionized the way art had been traditionally interpreted for centuries.  It revitalized the unprogressive art and influenced a large part of the world we live in nowadays.  Without it, we might got stuck with the same old idea of representation and art might not has gone this far.  Cubism was also the symbol of Picasso’s courage of thinking differently.  While other artists hesitated to present something new to mankind, Picasso was the first bird who dared enough to jump out of the nest.  His discovery of cubism inspires millions of next generations to come up with never-ending new ideas of art and many other inventions.
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