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EE 462 – Development Macroeconomics

Essay topics

Working in pairs or groups of three (we will decide this in class), prepare an essay of 2,500 words on one of the following topics. 

1. “All that is needed to reduce poverty is economic growth.” Assess this statement with reference to one or more Asian countries. 

2. “Inequality doesn’t matter for economic development; it is only important that lower income people have an adequate level of income.” Assess this statement with reference to the evidence.

3. The Gini coefficient for Thailand has been falling and yet it is common to hear that there are sharp inequalities in Thai society (World Bank: “…significant and growing disparities in household income and consumption can be seen…”). Explain the apparent contradiction.

4. “Education (low attainment, low quality) at all levels is the single most important factor holding back Thailand’s economy (and is also a factor in sustaining inequality).” Do you agree or disagree? Explain why.
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5. In the 10 years before 1997, Thailand’s GDP grew at an annual average of 9.3%.  Since the Asian financial crisis it has grown at a much lower rate.  Explain why. 
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6. “Before the creation of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) at the end of 2015, Thailand’s trade barriers with other countries were already low.  Thus the AEC is not likely to have much affect on the economy.” Assess this statement. 

7. Formulate a topic of your choice.  Please share it with and have it approved by the professor. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Data
A good source of data is the World Bank’s World Development Indicators.  The link is:
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
 
It has data on a range of indicators including GDP growth, inequality, poverty, etc.  Fill in three dimensions (countries, series (i.e. variables), and years).  Use the upper right download to get it in Excel or other formats.
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