
What Is International
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ovERVIEW
What is internationlt^P."]l1i:rl 

.e,co:omy 
(tPE)? In simple- terms, we define IpE as an analytical ef-

fort to break down the barriers that_separate and isolate the disciplines of politici, economics, and
sociology and their methods of analysis, seeking a comp_rehensiv! underrL"ai.! oimainly inter-
national, if not global, issues and events. In doing so,.IPE employs three malor.X.tyti.ut pL.rp..-
tives and four international structures that combine elementstf.economics, politics, and sbcioiogy
to describe and explain international and.global problems and issues 1".'*./i(at cannot ade-
quately be addressed by each of those disciplines ilor,e.
.... This 9$fJ9r clarifies the nature of iPE as a field of study through an examination of seyeraldifferent definitions.of IPE written bI t9T" well-known eiperts 5n the topic, Based on theirt'iCtt's, we focus on its fundamental piinciples.and multidisciptinary t-,ut,-,.",'utor,g-r.vith reasonsrt'h)' we feel.it.is important and should be studie.-l. Drawing o'n the iopics oi gtoi'atiration-theintensive political, economic, and social connections betweei states and the pe"ople in thern-andtlrc dramatic events of September 11, 2001 (aka "9/77"1, *".*u*ine how^difierent disciplinesrvould explain these pheno^"lul,u"9 why those explaniilons u." ir,uJ"q"ute !i""^'trr" complex

T::",1::,f 1t^t_T"""9 
problems in the internationalptliticat economy todiy. BecXrse globalizaiion

'rnd v/ lI continue to profoundly shape the lives of people not only in the United Stat?s but ever\,-where in the world, we argue that erlents like thesi uri u"ti", ,.rnderstood from the *t"rj".+irnary multidimensional perspective that tPE pror.ides, as opposed to a singie dir"ipiir,u.y.*plu-nation' The same holdi true for a grelt mi.ry other issr-ie's, including: ?r," t*r,lrormation ofdifferent national economic systemsin Eastern Europe, Souiheast Asia, the Middle East, ancl inother.parts of the world; continued problems r"..f""ai"g'ir," aurr.i"t*;a;asome of theworl.d.s Poorer nations; ard efforts by states, int"."uiio.,ui o"rganizations (IOs), and nongovern-
[iit1.:^tg::'^r:ltT: $cos) to solve a host of problems ."iut"a to rhird wortd poverty anctut"ot,tlunger, and globaI warming.

,,.-^^ 19 P.ro,Yide more detail about the' nature of IPE we explore some of the fundamentals of thetrtree olsclplines that form its core focus of study----ecqnomics, political science, an<l sociology-to-gether with a number of analytical iss.reJ.rot resr-rlt from cfforti to splicc together these disciplinr.s.


