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1.0 Introduction

The results from statistical analysis conducted in the year 2006 indicate that the Irish government’s economy was small at that time. The ratio of public expenditure to GDP stood at 34%, a value lower than 47% euro area to GDP ratio value. The budgetary allocation on the various sectors of the economy was still large compared to other nations in Europe. Moreover, the Irish economy has been on a continuous growth, even during that time, meaning that the government has continuously increased the annual budgetary allocations on the public expenditures in its various sectors. The health sector is an important sector for the Irish government (OECD, 2009). 
The significance of the health sector to the Irish government is well explained through the outcomes in the history of this country. The health of the Irish population has increased over the years in a period of 40 years. The life expectancy of the population is now at 70 years. Additionally, the health care expenditure by the Ireland government sector has expanded to above euro area average since 2006 However much that the government is committed to increasing its expenditure on the health sector, the trend in the amount of public expenditure on the health sector has not been constant due to the challenges experienced in the attempts to strengthen the economy. The trend will be explored through focus on the public expenditure on the health sector in the last ten years.
 2.0 Irish Government Expenditure

The trend in the Irish Government expenditure is explained well through a consideration of the public finance. The trend in this section is explained through an indicator that gives a comparison between this government’s expenditure and revenues relative to other nations across Europe. Basically, the comparison is achieved through the measurement of the total revenues for the Irish Government and its total public expenditure, all expressed as percentages of GDP. The revenues for the Irish Government are obtained from the social security contributions and taxes including other public authorities’ receipts (McCarthy, 2014). 
The total public expenditure is given by the summation of public spending including social protection fees expenditure, health care expenditure, and expenditure in education including other minor sectors of the Irish Governments economy. The total government expenditure was the highest in 2010, standing at 66.1 percent of the GDP. The value was lower in the following years depicted by the values 46.3% of the GDP, 42.3% of the GDP, 40.7% of the GDP and 39.0% of the GDP in the years 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, respectively (TRADING ECONOMICS, 2015). 
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3.0 Ireland’s Healthcare Expenditure in the Last 10 years

Since the beginning of 2000s, the overall public expenditure on heath care by the Irish Government has risen rapidly from a very low base. The per capita in this nation has also risen and leveled with that of other European countries. The trend in the Irish Government expenditure in the health sector in this study will be split into three periods: the period between 2006 and 2009, the period between 2009 and 2012, and the period between 2012 and 2015. 
3.1 Ireland Government’s Healthcare Expenditure between 2006 and 2009

The rise in the public expenditure on health care in the year 2005 was higher than the OECD average. This trend continued into the period between 2006 and 2009. The healthcare expenditure in the year 2006 was a higher proportion of GDP compared to the EU average. The year 2005 and the year the period of consideration in this study, that is, 2006-2009, signifies the increased government commitment to improve the health care sector. This period of government commitment came as a result of the need to catch up following a retrenchment period in the previous years. 
The increase in government commitment was characterized by the need to satisfy the health care demand by the growing Irish population coupled with a need to achieve an increased long-term care. Increased health care demand by the Irish population meant that the government needed to increase the number of people working in this sector, including physicians, nurses and other hospital employees. The increase in the health care workforce, further, meant that more funds needed to be ploughed into this sector to cater for their salaries. In 2008, the Irish health care experts received the highest salaries in the OECD. The percentage of public health care expenditure as a percentage of total government expenditure rose between the years 2006 and 2009, evidenced by the line graph plotted below:
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3.2 Ireland Government’s Healthcare Expenditure between 2009 and 2012

Although medical practitioners received very high wages in 2008, the Irish Government during the same year enacted measures to save the cost in this sector and maintain the quality of services offered to the citizens. This strategy aimed at raising the efficiency in this sector. This strategy was implemented in the year 2009, as reflected in that year’s budget that aimed at saving approximately 800 million Euros that year in the health care sector alone. The 2009 Irish Government’s budget had a cutback on capital allocation on the expense of hospital buildings construction and maintenance (Nolan, Barry, Burke, & Thomas, 2014). The percentage of public health care expenditure as a percentage of the total government expenditure declined between 2009 and 2012, evidenced by the line graph plotted below: 
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3.3 Ireland Government’s Healthcare Expenditure between 2012 and 2015
The cuts in the Irish Government’s health care expenditure happened against the backdrops of political commitments existent at the time. The political commitments existent at that time aimed at improving community and primary health, public health care quality; and strengthening mental health programs and chronic disease programs. The new Irish coalition government that came to force in 2011 started drawing strategies involving introduction of free general practitioners (GPs) care for every citizen. The coalition government also targeted to adopt a universal, single-tier health care service by the year 2015 through universal health insurance introduction. The process of implementation started in the year 2012 where the government started to increase the public expenditure in the health care sector gradually over the years that followed (TRADING ECONOMICS, 2015). The percentage of public health care expenditure as a percentage of total government expenditure rose again between the year 2012 and 2015 as evidenced by the line graph plotted below:
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4.0 Ireland Government Policy on Healthcare Public Expenditure in 2015

4.1 Resource Allocation

The Irish Government provided a projection regarding the public healthcare expenditure for the years 2015, 2016 and 2017. The projections evidenced the increased government commitment towards improving the quality of healthcare to its citizens and addressing emerging issues in the health care sector. The projected expenditures in the health care sector in 2014 for the following three years are given in the table below:
	Periods
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Expenditure in Million Euros
	13,079
	13,253
	13,292


Notably, this projection was inclusive of the funds that would be used addressing the emerging expenditure pressures over the periods of budgetary allocation. The objectives laid would only be achieved if the commitment to the continuous reform and measures of efficiency including expenditure reprioritization is observed. 

4.2 Services to be delivered in 2015

Financial allocation to the health care sector would facilitate delivery of public services of significant levels in 2015 to offer safe, effective and high-quality health to the Irish population. This depicts the Irish Government’s commitment to the provision of health services capable of improving the health and welfare of the Irish people. The allocation of funds was done within the range of available funds in the Health Service Executive’s 2015 National Service Plan including the development of the Governments foot of commitments programs. These commitments included:

•    Development of advanced community mental health services

•    Universal GP service introduction for children aged below 6 years and adults aged above 70 years. 

•    The continued core services provisions including acute services, primary care services, mental health services, social services, services for older people and assurance of health and wellbeing to the Irish population.

4.2.1 Acute Services

The prioritized areas under this core service include:

· “Money Follows the Patient” phased implementation. 

· Measures for addressing issues regarding delayed patient discharges from hospitals

· Small hospital frameworks further implementation

· National Paediatric Hospital development

· Implementation of National Cancer Control Program, National Medical and Haemo-Oncology programs, including enhancement of Surgical Oncology Services. 

4.2.2 Primary Care Services

This aimed at involving more than 7,000 primary care contractors comprising of pharmacists, general practitioners, optometrists and dentists in the provision of health care services to 3.4 million people nationally. Delivery of quality services was to be coupled with high level of safety in delivery (Irish Government, 2014).  

4.2.3 Mental Health Services

The funds that were to be allocated for the mental health services in 2015 aimed at supporting service user and career capacity to plan and deliver these services. “Vision for Change” model was to guide the development of mental health clinical programs. Another initiative considered in this allocation was that of suicide prevention.

4.2.4 Social Care Services

This allocation aimed at promoting day services reconfiguration to benefit people with disability, address complexity of needs of respite care and residential people and initiation of programs for children and other young people. 

4.2.5 Health and Wellbeing

The funding would cater for the requirements of programs aiming at addressing the issue of chronic diseases including drug and substance abuse issues in Ireland. 

5.0 Conclusion

The Irish Government’s economy has been on a continuous increase over the years characterized by the increase in the GDP. The Irish Government has depicted commitment to the welfare of its citizens through the initiation of various health care programs and increase in financial expenditure in this sector. Although the financial allocation to the healthcare sector has been shown to fluctuate within the 10 year period captured in this study, the government depicts increased commitment to the wellbeing of the citizens regarding the provision of safe and quality health care services to the Irish population. 
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