EE 482 – Public Policy and Industrialization

Essay topics

Working in groups of 3-4 students, prepare an essay of 3,500 words on one of the following topics. 

1. “The Thai government initially tried to develop an automotive sector with strong domestic firms in the 1980s and 1990s – but then it gave up.” Assess this statement. 

2. Is China using the same industrial policies that were used earlier by Korea and Japan? 

3. “Countries cannot use industrial policy anymore because of WTO rules.” Assess this statement. 

4. Malaysia and Thailand have taken different approaches to developing the rubber industry.  Which has been more successful and why? 

5. Why has India been relatively unsuccessful at developing a vibrant, and export-competitive manufacturing sector?

6. Thailand’s effort to move to Industry 4.0 in the next 10 or even 20 years will fail because it lacks some of the necessary ingredients and will find it hard to provide them.” Assess this statement. 

7. “The government of Thailand did not foster the hard drive sector through industrial policy; instead, the sector grew by itself.” Assess this statement. 

8. [bookmark: _GoBack]“Thailand is good at services and it should focus its efforts there and not on manufacturing which is led by foreigners.” Assess this statement. 

9. A topic/issue of your own choice, approved by the instructor. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Data
A good source of data is the World Bank’s World Development Indicators.  The link is:
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
 
It has data on a range of indicators including GDP growth, inequality, poverty, etc.  Fill in three dimensions (countries, series (i.e. variables), and years).  Use the upper right download to get it in Excel or other formats.
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