EE460 Class Discussion
Question 3.3: At least one-third of the Thai labor force are in agriculture. Why are Thai farmers and farm workers so slow in moving out of the agricultural sector, which is the poorest sector in the country?
Presenter: Kanyanat Chavasirikultol 5204640378
Commentator: Thongkorn Vipathavanich 5204641335
Reporter: Chanisa Pongmorrakote 5204640139

Kanyanat presented the following;
As the farmers are the owner of the land, they find profit from the land by growing some plants which is the old ways of life and they are the first person in the line of production. The middleman might take advantage from them by keeping  the price of the product low. So, farmers do not gain maximum profit that they supposed to get, this made them as the poorest sector in the country. Since they are in the poorest sector, income of the farmers or farm worker is not high enough for the high education. In addition, Thailand has low development in rural education and institution. This makes inequality between children in rural and city. 
Nowadays in the big city, there is high competition in occupation. So, children in rural area have less opportunity to move out from the area. Children who have parents do farming will continue in farming after their parents. Another reason is that they are specialized in farming, so they cannot do any other job as efficiently as farming. When they move to work in other sector jobs, they might get  low skilled work which creates discrimination between workers. So, it is better choice to work in farming. Moreover, some farmers need money for investment in growing plant. They borrow from any financial institution. Now they have debt to repay, but some farmers may default, because they do not gain profit from their products, so, they lost their credit. Next time borrowing may not be accepted. Then, they do underground loan and this makes them poorer because lacking of information. This leads to be taken advantage from greedy creditor.
Overall, they have no bargaining power to say or speak, so they just do their job which is farming. In contrast, better technology leads to continuing in farming because they have chance to develop in their agriculture. So, they use technology to gain more production. They need not  move out from the sector.

Thongkorn commented that; 
	He actually agrees with most of the reasons, especially for the educational problem which really makes the discrimination in the job market. What he disagrees is that, the issue of middleman, if the middleman take so much advantages from the farmers, that is supposed to be the reason that the farmers would move out of this sector faster and faster in order to avoid this unfairness.

In my opinion, I think that both of them did a great job, even though there is no research to support for this problem, it has been discussed using  the knowledge we had from the past few years in this faculty.
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