BE TU110 - Lolita Group Screenplay
[bookmark: _GoBack]Filming Location: Pickadaily Bangkok
Scene 1
(The camera will be panning over the scenes of girls running around, from the playground, with the voice narration of the most famous line in Lolita. The background is blurred and the text pops up as ‘LOLITA. The Book of Great Controversial’.) 
Sun (Narrating): She was Lo, plain Lo, in the morning, standing four feet ten in one sock. She was Lola in slacks. She was Dolly at school. She was Dolores on the dotted line. But in my arms she was always Lolita. [footnoteRef:1] [1: Vladimir Nabokov. “Lolita.” Paris Publisher. 15 September 1955.
] 

(Marmaew and Cartoon standing in the middle of the screen) 
Marmeaw: Lolita, the story of Humbert Humbert a 37-years-old man who falls in love with a twelve-years-old girl, or as he called nymphet. Humbert married Charlotte Haze or the mother of Lolita, the twelve years old girl, to be able to be near Lolita. In the end, it led him to prison. It is the story of controversial, the story that creates a very big argument as it is very immoral and taboos-breaking. 
Cartoon: However, Lolita, which is written by Vladimir Nabokov, has become one of the hundred must read books. It was translated into many languages and become very famous throughout the whole world. Most importantly, it remained in hearts of people who have read it.  
(Screen fades to black) 
Scene 2 
(New background. Marmeaw and Cartoon standing in the middle of the screen side by side.) 
Marmeaw: I believe everyone would wonder why this kind of book becomes a very famous book that hundreds and thousands and millions of people have considered as the ‘GREAT BOOK’. 
Cartoon: Before we continue explaining why, let’s know briefly about the origin of the book. 
(Screen fades to black) 
(Photograph of Vladimir Nabokov pops of on screen, zooming in) 
Sun (Narrating): [footnoteRef:2] Vladimir Nabokov, the writer of Lolita, escaped from Russia during the period of Nazi. He was a professor in the University of Ithaca, New York, America. Vladimir passionately wanted to publish the story of Lolita after he has researched and learned a lot about Americans. But the story was rejected by five of American publishers, since they were afraid of being prosecuted for the obscenity charges. [2:  NPR’s Ellen Silva. “50 Years Later, ‘Lolita’ Still Seduces Readers.” NPR Organization. 15 September 2005. http://www.npr.org/2006/07/07/5536855/why-lolita-remains-shocking-and-a-favorite
] 

(Picture of Lolita’s book covers) 
Graphic (Narrating): [footnoteRef:3] Finally, on September 15, 1955, Lolita was first published by the Paris Publisher. And after three years, the book is, again, published in America. After the publishing in America, the book is translated into many languages.  [3:  NPR’s Ellen Silva. “50 Years Later, ‘Lolita’ Still Seduces Readers.” NPR Organization. 15 September 2005. http://www.npr.org/2006/07/07/5536855/why-lolita-remains-shocking-and-a-favorite
] 

Scene 3 
 (The picture of the old man moves in the screen followed by the young girl, hearts pop up between them)
Cartoon (Narrating): Imagine the story of a man, which is very old, falling in love and having sexual emotions with the girl in the age of his daughter. Would you want to read this kind of book? Is this considered a romantic love story or a great literature? 
(Big NO in the middle of the screen) 
Pear (Narrating): No! This is not romantic at all, it is weird. How can a man of that age falling in love with girl that young?  And how can they even be in love with each other? This is immoral story. This story would not even be famous. 
(‘WAIT!’ pop up in the middle of the screen) 
Sun (Narrating): Wait, wait, and wait!  Stop thinking about that. 
(Fade back to the scene that Sun, Cartoon, Marmeaw and Pear sit and talk to each other on the bench) 
Pear: Why? 
Sun: They say don’t judge the book by its cover, but I’ll add more. Don’t judge the book by its summary! 
Pear: I don’t understand. 
Cartoon: There’s more than what you think about this story that makes it famous. We will tell you about it. 
(Screen fades to black) 
Scene 4 
(Black screen with texts) 
Nam (Narrating):  [footnoteRef:4] “Some books leave a lasting impression, some for their beauty, some for their shock value, some for their masterful handling of mystifying subjects, some for their ability to make you laugh out loud and some for the ability to illuminate you on the absurdity of life. Lolita has all of these and more.” – Hugo Mc Cafferty.  [4:  Hugo Mc Cafferty. “Why you should read it: Lolita.” Swide Sports. 13 February 2013. http://www.swide.com/art-culture/book-list/why-you-should-read-it-lolita-vladimir-nabokov-review/2013/02/17.] 

(Marmeaw and Cartoon on screen)
Marmeaw: The question which is still remaining is what makes Lolita to become such a great literary work, when the story is just filled with immoralities. One of the reasons is Nabokov’s use of language.
Cartoon: [footnoteRef:5] In 1919, Nabokov settled in the England and studied in the Cambridge University with his brother.  From that, Nabokov can read and write English very well. [footnoteRef:6]Nabokov used the power of language to tell his story to us, as a reader. He beautifully use the play of word to trick the readers to fall into the character of both Lolita and Humbert, guiding the readers into thinking which character is the victim or which is the corrupted one. The way he uses Humbert to be the story teller makes the reader falling for the story even more, seducing readers into it.  [5:  “Biography of Vladimir Nabokov.” GradeSaver LLC. http://www.gradesaver.com/author/vladimir-nabokov.]  [6:  Sparknotes Contributors. “Theme of Lolita.” Sparknotes LLC. http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/lolita/themes.html] 


(Text on screen) 
Nam (Narrating): [footnoteRef:7] “We find ourselves the more shocked when we realise that, in the course of reading the novel, we have come virtually to condone the violation it presents… We have been seduced into conniving in the violation, because we have permitted our fantasies to accept what we know to be revolting.” - Lionel Trilling, Book Critics  [7:  Robert McCrum. “The 100 best novels: No 75 – Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov (1955).” Guardian News and Media Limited. 23 February 2015. http://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/feb/23/100-best-novels-lolita-vladimir-nabokov-nymphet.
] 

(Marmeaw and Cartoon back on screen) 
Marmeaw: In the past, Lolita has built up so many arguments, causing people to question about the mortality of it. Since Humbert is the character that tells out the story, his character is being focused the most. The very clear character of Humbert is that he has the pedophilia, which the mental illness is causing individual to fall in love with young girls. 
Sun: From this clear character of Humbert, it builds a very great argument among the people. It makes Lolita more authentic than other stories. Recall, Nabokov had been rejected by the American publishers before he was able to publish in Paris because they were afraid that this erotic story will cause them to be prosecuted. 
Cartoon: But however, this erotic story is just very new to the people in 1950s. It break the paths of the old love story and make people question more if Humbert is really falling in love or he is just a lustful man. We can that the more people question about it, the more Lolita became famous.  
Marmeaw: We could say that Lolita is a great thought provoking story with the beautiful use of language. 
Scene 5
(Sun walks out from the left side of the screen speaking) 
Sun: Not just Nabokov’s powerful writing that made his story a great controversial. But the way the story can be interpret in various ways is also another factors that made this story becoming very famous. 
(Cartoon walks in from another side) 
Cartoon: Immorality is the main issue in the story that every critics pointed out. The readers who read might thought of Humbert as the man full of lust that he could even seduce a young girl for his own happiness, or he even killed a man, named Quilty, because of Lolita. But if we actually look into different perspective of the story we would see that, Humbert is just the man that falls deeply in love with the girl in his memory, Annabel, that when he meet someone that resembles Annabel he fall deeply in love with her again. 
Sun: If we look at the story in another point of view, this story could be considered as the very great love story. When the girl in the memory could do so much to a man that made him keep the love for her for a long time and lead him into the mental illness because of her.  
(Fades to black before Marmeaw is shown on screen)
Marmeaw: While reading the story, the readers could also feel suspicious if Humbert is actually the [footnoteRef:8]‘victim to a corrupt child’ as Lolita is also seducing him. The whole tragedy would not occur if only Humbert has a feeling for Lolita. It might be some point that Lolita became the corrupted one who, might in turn, seduced Humbert. This could be true or not true, since the story is from Humbert’s memoir. Nobody knows about that. Nobody knows what Vladimir is trying to tell us.  [8:  Hugo Mc Cafferty. “Why you should read it: Lolita.” Swide Sports. 13 February 2013. http://www.swide.com/art-culture/book-list/why-you-should-read-it-lolita-vladimir-nabokov-review/2013/02/17.] 

Scene 6 
Cartoon: [footnoteRef:9]Despite the power of language and Nabokov’s thought provocativeness of the story, Lolita also have a lot of influences to the present. From the Nabokov’s story of Lolita, the word ‘Lolicon’ has derived. Lolicon is the shortened form of ‘Lolita Complex’, which refers to individuals who have sexual preference in young girls.  [9:  Sarasuke. “Lolita Complex.” UrbanDictionary Contributors. 16 January 2005. http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Lolita+Complex] 

Sun: The word lolicon is widely used in Japan in the animation industry to describe the character with preference of young girls. Some people may use the word lolicon to describe themselves to deny that they are having pedophilia. 
(Text on screen)
Graphic (Narrating): [footnoteRef:10]'I'm not a pedophile, I'm a lolicon. I just like them young; there's nothing weird about that. People used to get married and have kids at fourteen.' - Denial behaviour in a Lolicon attempting to convince others that his affliction is normal.  [10:  Keeskee. “Lolicon.” UrbanDictionary Contributors. 12 April 2010. http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=lolicon&page=2] 


(Marmeaw back on screen) 
Marmaew: Through this influence to the animation industry in Japan and other places over the world, Lolita is still making people wonder about its uniqueness. Lolita still remained in readers’ hearts of how Humbert have seduced the readers into falling for him and falling for Lolita. 
Cartoon: Nabokov did a very wonderful job of bringing us down into the story and making us wonder how he wanted the story to be viewed. After the first few chapters of the book, everyone might want to close it and never pick it up to read again. But after you put Lolita down, you will be wondering what happen next, and after you continue to read, you will fall for this great literary work. 

(Screen fades to black) 
Nam (Narrating): Lolita, the book of great controversial, the great love story, the great literary work. 
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